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after you have used it asa ladder to climb into | 
ower you will not kick itdown and disregard it. | 
hat platform was wicked enough in itself. If | 
aise out it overthrew the Constitution suffi- 
ciently, | should think, to satisfy gentlemen on 
the other side. There is one clause in that plat- 
form to which I wish to invite your attention, 
and ask you how you can, consistently with that | 
clause in your platform, which your President has 
said was a law to him, vote for this bill. It is in 
the fourth section. I will read that part of it: 
“That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the 
States, and especially the right of each State to order and 
control its own domestic institutions according to its own | 
judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of pow- | 


ers on which the perfection and endurance of our political 
fabric depends.’”? 





How can you, Senators, in view of that clause 
of your platform, if it is a law to you, as the 
President has declared it was to him, vote for 
this bill? It uses the word * exclusively’’—* to 
control its own domestic institutions according to 
its own judgment exclusively.’? You may say 
that you merely give this money to assist Mis- 
souri to emancipate the slaves. You offer them 
a bonus to effect this object in direct violation of 
that clause of your platform, because you do not 
leave it exclusively to the State of Missouri. 
There is no doubt about that. You say Missoure 
would not do it unless you gave this amount of 
money. It is clear, then, that without the in- 
tervention of Congress, without the aid from the 
Treasury of the United States, the object could 
not be accomplished. Do you not call that inter- 
ference with the domestic institutions of the States? 
Certainly it is; there can be no doubt about it; and 
yet you are ready now to record your votes in 
favor of a proposition utterly unconstitutional and 
in violation of the Chicago platform, which your 
President declared was a law unto him. I hope 
that no other President will proclaim a party plat- 
form a law unto him. | thought the speech dis- 
graceful when made, dod I do not think any bet- 
ter of it now. 
onda Raa ,of Massachusetts. Itisa very 


al 


than the offer of a certain sum to him to part with 





his farm, or any other property, is an interference 


with his control over his property. 


Mr. POWELL. 1 will answer that question 


with a great deal of pleasure. Certainly it would 
not be, if he had the right to give the money. If | 


the Senator will give Missouri $20,000,000 to part 
with her slaves, it is perfectly constituuional, and 
he has arightto doit. He has a right to go to 
Missouri and buy every slave there, if he will pay 
for them and the owners are willing to sell, and 
to transfer themto Liberia and emancipate them, 
and put each one of them ina fine house. But, 
sir, the Senator has no right to take my money to 
do it. He wishes here to take my money, and 
to take the money of every other citizen in the 
United States to accomplish this object. What 
right has he to take the people’s money, the money 
of others, not his own, and devote it to that pur- 
pose? It would be perfectly legitimate if he would 
give his own money; but you are not doing that. 
So far from that, you have to wring it from the 
people by taxation—the people who are opposed 
to the policy; and I venture to say thatif a vote 
were taken to-day, four fifths of all the people of 
the United States are opposed to this policy. 
They have spoken in the recent elections thun- 
der-toned upon that subject. ‘The people of Iili- 
nois have decreed against it. President Lincoln, 
in his own State of Illinois, has been repudiated 
upon this very point. His Secretary of the ‘Treas- 
ury, Mr. Chase, has been repudiated in Ohio upon 
this very doctrine; another one of his Secretaries, 
Mr. Smith, wasrepudiated in Indiana: Mr.Sew- 
ard, the premier, was repudiated in New York; 
and Mr. Stanton—God knows where he comes 
from, whether Pennsylvania or Ohio—has been 
repudiated there. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow mc to 
put another question? , 

Mr. POWELL. Let me answer this question 
before you put another. I will answer every one 
you put with great pleasure. I want to show you 
that the people are against this negro policy. They 
have repudiated your President and all his Cabinet 
wherever they have had elections. 
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: as they please. Were I to do it I should esteem H Mr. POW ELL. There isa great deal I do not Mr. GRIMES, Not in lowa. ; 

if myself in all time to be a perjurer before high || disapprove of in that platform, although it was as || — Mr. PO W ELL. You have no Cabinet minister 

8 Heaven. rotten a platform as ever was made. |, from the State of lowa. I have no doubt you 

y There isa clause in the Constitution which says | Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, Iam glad | could send a great deal better men than any we 

\- that private pocpierty may be taken for public |; you have studied it. ra || have in these Departments. I have no doubt you 

, uses; butitis only upon just compensation being || Mr. POWELL. I have studied it, and com- || could bring forty better men from lows than we 

e paid. You do not take this property for public || mented on itat great length before the people; and |; have in this Cabinet, But in very State, so far as 

d uses; neither do you propose to give a just com- || the clause I have read is about the best thing | || Lam advised, where you have a Cabinet minister, 

H pensation for it; for the compensation given in | have found in it. You who made it and elected || upon these very questions, among others—not the 

* your bill is not a just one; it will not be half the | a President upon it, are now about to kick itover. |; sole issue, l grant you—your party has been over- 

h value of the slaves. No gentleman claims the || As it served you in its time, | would not treat it |) thrown; and why? Because the people have a 

0 power to do this under that clause of the Consti- || 80 rathlessly, particularly as your chief says itis || deep sense of obligation to the Constitution of their 

| tution. So far from taking this property for pub- || 4 law unto him. country. They were opposed to those who were 

» lic uses, you take it to turn it loose, to throw it || Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator permit me to invading the rights of the States, overthrowing the 

: adrift upon the country; and what is worse, you | ask him a question? 2 ; : liberties of the people, and dk stroying the consti- 

2 throw them out as vagabonds, as wanderers, as ‘| Mr. POWELL. Certainly; I will allow as || tutional rights of the citizen; who desired to enter 

: berzars. Wherever you have interfered with this || Many questions as you choose te put. You can |) sovereign States and deprive the people of there 

° property, these slaves, or the larger portion of | make even a speech by way of change, and I will || property without warrant of law. The Adminis- 

t them, have become a public charge. You are. | listen to you. , tration have been repudiated wherever the question 

8 now feeding in the United States perliaps one hun- |] _Mr. HOWE. I do not desire te make a speech. | has been tested. 1 believe they soon have elec- 

: dred thousand of this description of people out of || The only question that | wish to put is this: l ‘| tions in Connecticut, and | have no doubt Mr. 

the Treasury of the United States. You have | simply wish to know of the Senator from Ken- | Welles will be repudiated there. d, 

1 them in this city, to whom you issue rations as | tucky if, in his judgment, the Chicago platform | T he Senator is most unfortunate in instancing 

: ou doto your soldiers; you have them at Hilton concedes that the control of a State over its do- | this case about persons giving away money. Sir, 

1 lead; you have them at Fortress Monroe; you |] Mestic Institutions Is any more absolute than the || you have no right to give this money. You are 

’ have them down on the Mississippi; and where | control of himself over his farm or any property || exercising your charity upon the funds of other 

r ever yo have attempted to carry out your un- | that he has? That is one question | will put to || people. ‘That is a very cheap kind of charity. If 

i holy, unconstitutional, unrighteous, and wicked him. x you get the money lawfully and constitutionally 

P crusade against this kind of property, you have Mr. POWELL. Go on, put them all; and I || from them, it would be a different thing; but you 

, brought this charge upon the Treasury. I demand | will answer. || desire to take it in violation of tie Constitution of 

‘ to know where you get the authority to take | Mr. HOWE. I suppose the Senator would || your country; not asthe free gift of those people, 

, money out of the public Treasury to feed and || answer no to that; that the Chicago platform does but you wish to wring it by the power of the law 
clothe these vagabond negroes, whom you have || "ot concede that the control of a State over its do- || from reluctant tax-payers. Phat is the way you 

) unconstitutionally and unlawfully,in many cases, || Mestic institutions is any more absolute than his || will have to get it, if you get it at all, 

torn from their masters. You have no authority || own control over his own property. Now, sir, if the Senator from Wisconsin has 
to do it; and yet it is done. Mr. POWELL. You have answered that ques- || any further question to ask, I will hear him and 

| 1 wish to address myself particularly to the || tion forme. Now put some for me to answer. answer him. 

: Senators on the other side of the Chamber. The Mr. HOWE. The next question is whether || Mr. HOWE. I have no other question to put 
President, on a memorable eccasion, said that || Our offer to the State of Missouri of such a sum that I know of; but L simply wish to suggest to 
the Chicago platform was a law unto him. | || toemancipate slavery within its limits is any more || the Senator that his own reply tomy former ques- 
suppose you regard it as a law upon you. Lhope || ® interference with her control over the subject | ton acquits us entirely of any violation of the 


Chicago platform. His whole argument now 
turns upon the fact that we violate simply the 
Constitution; and upon that allow me to suggest 
that neither his judgment nor mine ts final. That 
is to be submitted to other tribunals, 

Mr. POWELL. lam aware that neither the 
Senator’s judgment nor mine is final or infallible. 
We are both poor worms in the dust, and f dare 
say are at best but bundles of errors. | hope the 
Senator would never presume that he was infalli- 
ble. I know that lam not. We are but poor err- 


| ing mortals. You may take the wisest, the greatest, 
| and the best man that ever lived, and what is he? 


Why, sir, he is but a bundle of errors, save and 
except his immortal soul, an atom of matter mov- 
ing on in the great hurricane of life to utter anni- 
hilation and destruction. That is all there is of 
him. But, sir, the Senator says that | admit, be- 
cause I say it is unconstitutional, that they have 
not violated the Chicago platform. The clause I 
read in that platform declares that you have no 
right or power to interfere with the domestic in- 
stitutions of the States; and by this bill you do 
interfere to the tune of $20,000,000 out of the pock- 
ets of the people. 

But, sir, apart from its unconstitutionality, I 
wish to discuss this bill en other points, T wih 
to ask Senators if it is common honesty to do thia 
thing? I put that question in all candor and 
seriousness to you. Is it common honesty to 
pass a law to tax the people to the amouut of 
$20,000,000; to wring that sum from a reluctant 
and unwilling people in violation of the Const- 
tution of the country for the purpose of paying 
people for property they do not wish to part from 
—property over which the people of the State 
alone have the exclusive control? Sir, | cannot 
reconcile it to my notions of honesty to do it. be 
is not right in any aspect of the case to force an 
unwilling peome to pay this Sarge sum of money 


| out of theiy hard carnings for the purpose of pur- 
| chasing property from other people, not for pub- 
| lic uses, but for the purpose of turning it loose to 


become, as I have no doubt a large portion of these 
slaves will become, a charge upon the poe 4 
of the mation. You have voted down an amen 
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ment requiring the proposition of emancipation || you overthrow the rights of the States, you infract 


to be decided by a vote of the people before the 
money is paid out of the Treasury. 


What kind of morals is that that will take from 
the people of a State against their will their prop- 
erty, not for the purpose of benefiting the State, 
but for the purpose of gratifying the fanatical zeal 
of a party temporarily in power? 
ity, lask,is therein it? Tomy mind, it is shock- 
ing to all the refined moral sense of our nature to 
tax ogee of Oregon, of California, of Wash- 
ington Territory, of all the Pacific coast, of Maine, 
of Wisconsin, if you please, for the purpose of 
depriving the people of ese Oe arene 
which we do not devote to public use, but turn 
adrift to become vagabonds and charges upon 
poe public Treasury. Do you say they are to 
»e laborers? Sir, you had better let them labor 
where they are under the constitution and laws 
of the State of Missouri. The Constitution and 
the laws of the United States say the people of 
that State are entitled to the protection of that 
description of property, and you violate the faith 
of the nation whenever you attempt to interfere 
with it, 

Senators have very much ignored this doctrine 
of State rights. Let me tell you, Senators, that 
the doctrine of State rights is all that in this crisis 
will save the liberties of the people, if they are 
saved atall. It is known to you all that every 


What moral- | 


A 


' . . ' 
the Constitution of your country, and you en- 


| || danger the public liberties. 
Then, Senators, is there any morality in it? || 


} 


Senators, have you the power under the Con- 


|| stitution of the United States to give $20,000,000 
| toestablish slavery in the State of Massachusetts? 


great and vital principle of the Constitution of | 


your country, that protects the citizen in his life, 


in his liberty, in his person, or in his property, has 
been overthrown by the President and the party 
in power, Citizens have been arrested without 
charge, imprisoned ,and denied trialin yourcourts. 
Your citizens have been dragged from your States 
and confined in loathsome dungeons in distant 
States without trial. The freedom of speech and 
the liberty of the press have been overthrown. 
The truth is, I might ask, what great principle is 
therein the Constitution that has not been assailed, 
ignored, overthrown, and ruthlessly set aside by 
the present Administration? If the people have 
any ee for life, liberty, orproperty, they will 
have to find it in the States. They have it no- 
where else. I regret that for a long time there were 
no Governors of the States who undertook to stand 
up for the rights and liberties of their people. Re- 
cently we find that the Governor of New York 
has spoken nobly on this subject of arrests. ‘The 
present Governor of New Jersey has spoken like 
a man and a Governor who is determined to pro- 
tect the rights and the liberties of his people, as 
secured by the constitution and laws of his State 
and the Constitution and laws of the United States. 
The Governor of Kentucky has declared in his 
recent message that the military shall be in sub- 
ordination to thecivil power; in that he did well. 
I deeply regret that he did not take a bold and 
decided stand against arbitrary arrests. I regret 
that in a message in which I 
approve, the Governor should have omitted to cen- 
sure in the most decided terms the many illegal 
arrests that have taken place in Kentucky. 

The States have rights as well as the national 
Government. | have ever been a State-rights man, 
and notwithstanding the eternal clamor here 
against the rights of the States, and notwithstand- 
ing that Senators have proclaimed that the doc- 


trine of State rights has brought about all the ruin | 


to the country, I still proclaim that I am a State- 
rights man. [tis the only doctrine, the only thing 
that will save the liberties of this people, if they 
are saved from utter annihilation and overthrow. 

I know that the national Governmenthas rights, 
it has powers, but they were all conferred by the 
States. 
national Government by the Constitution of the 


United States are reserved to the States, and the | 
States within their sphere are as much sovereign | 


as is the national Government. I grant you there 
are certain powers granted by the States to the 
national Government, which the States cannot 
exercise; but all the powers not granted they have 
and can exercise, as much so asthe national Gov- 
ernment can exercise the power conferred upon it 
by the Constitution. Sir, your liberties can only 
be secured by preserving the rights of the States. 
The national Government ought to exercise ail 
the powers conferred upon it, but no other power 
should it ever be allowed to exercise; and the mo- 
ment you allow it to exercise power not granted 


nd so much that I | 


All the powers not conferred upon the | 








iy put that question to you. 


Perhaps you would 


allanswer, no. You have just as much right to | 


| establish slavery in Massachusetts by giving 
| $20,000,000 to aid in that scheme as you have to 





abolish slavery in Missouri by giving $20,000,000 | 
to effect that purpose. If you have the one power | 
you have the other. If you have the power to | 
give money for the purpose of abolishing this in- 
stitution in one State, you have the power to give 
money for the purpose of establishing it in an- 
other. You have no power to de either. 

Mr. President, why not leave this institution 
where the Constitution has left it; leave it where 
political parties and organizations have all said it 
was; leave it where the courts of the country have | 
said it was; leave it to the people of the States, to | 
do with it as they may think proper? Why, sir, 
slavery has been abolished in many States of this | 
Union, but never by the intervention of the na- | 
tional Government; and this is the first time in 
the history of the Republic that such a thing has 
been seriously mooted, thought of, or talked of. 
What power have you with 1? None whatever. 
All the States that have abolished the institution 
heretofore have done it by their own State ma- | 
chinery. It has been left to the people of the | 
States themselves. They have either retained it | 
or abolished it, as they thought fit. That is what | 
we should do now; we should leave this matter | 
to the freemen of Missouri themselves. If they | 
wish this institution allow them to retain it; if | 
they do not want it let them abolish it—they have | 
the perfect right todo so. Whenever this national 
Government attempts to interfere with this insti- 
tution they set a precedent, an example that will 
be dangerous, destructive to the rights of the 
States and to the public liberties. Sir, you have 
no more right to give money for the purpose of 
setting the slaves of Missouri free than you have 
to give money to turn all the horses or the neat 
cattle or the hogs loose in the West, or to buy off | 
the people of Massachusetts and the North from | 
engaging in their manufacturing enterprises. You | 
have just as much right to do one of these things 
as the other, no more. 

Why, sir, a few days ago there were some of 
us who made an effort to get $130,000 appropriated 
to aid the great agricultural interest of the coun- | 
try. Then we heard a great deal of talk about | 
economy, and ultimately that proposition was 
voted down; and now we find the very same Senate 
that refused to give the pitiful sum of $130,000 to 
eneourage the great agricultural interest of this 
mighty nation proposing to give $20,000,000 for 
interfering with the domestic institutions of one of | 
the States of this Union. 

The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sum- 
NER] seemed to want these negroes turned loose | 
immediately; he seemed to dislike everything like | 
gradual emancipation. I could not imagine why | 
the Senator’s zeal was so violent until a friend 
suggested to me what | suppose is-the case. It | 
seems to be very well known that Massachusetts | 
has not supplied her quota of soldiers in the field, | 
and that her Governor came down here and got | 
a roving commission from the Secretary of War | 
to go and recruit negroes. | suppose the Senator 
wants the negroes in Missouri freed quickly so 
that Governor Andrew can recruit there to fill | 
up the Massachusetts quota of soldiers; she has 
not sent her complement to the field. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wantto have a musket put 
in the hands of every one of these negroes in Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. POWELL. [have no doubt about it; and 
[have no doubt that, if you fill up your quota in 
Massachusetts, you will do it with negroes; your 
white men fail to come up to the work. The eman- 
cipation proclamation has been issued more than 
a month; Greeley’s nine hundred thousand have | 
not madé@ their appearance; the public highways 
have mot been darkened and crowded with volun- 
teers,as Governor Andrew declared would be the 
case if the emancipation policy was adopted; Mas- 
sachusetts has not furnished her quota of soidiers. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Thut is not 


30. 
Mr. POWELL. The papers all state it; and I 
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see that a resolution has been introduced into tho 
Legislature of Indiana upon that very subjec: 
e "9 


| asking why the draft has not been enforced jy 


—— ooo 


Massachusetts. The resolution recites that the 
two States being about equal in population, Indi- 
ana has furnished one hundred and two thousand 
soldiers and Massachusetts sixty thousand. The 
draft was enforced in Indiana, but not in Massu- 
chusetts; and the resolution instructs their Sena- 
tors and requests their Representatives to inquire 
into the subject. Whether this information is cor- 
rect or not | donot know; but ldo know that that 
is the statement that has been in newspapers for 
weeks. 

I have no doubt the Senator would arm ever 
negro; but I can tell the Senator about the time 
he gets arms in the hands of the negroes he wil| 
have none in the hands of white men, except ab- 
olitionists of the Senator’s peculiar school; and 
when you getanarmy of abolitionists and negroes, 
I do not think they will make much progress in 
the way of winning victories, When that comes 
to pass, I expect to see defeat after defeat follow 
our arms; we will find defeats more numerous 
than heretofore. If the Senator expects free white 
men to stand in these regiments along side of these 
negroes he will be greatly mistaken. It might 
suit the appetites of abolitionists in New England; 
but I can tell the Senator it will not be palatable 
to the people of the great West from which I come, 
neither in the slave nor in the free States, and they 
will not submit to it. 

Mr. SUMNER. It was to Andrew Jackson 
and George Washington. 

Mr. POWELL. No, sir; it was not to Andrew 
Jackson and to George Washington. I under- 
stand all about that matter. 1 know that there 
were a few slaves in the armies then; and | know 
another thing: that during the war of the Revo- 
lution, when that matter was seriously under con- 
sideration as to whether the negroes should be 
armed, it was decreed against in General Council. 
You have taken a few scraps and thrown out the 
rest; but the great current of events at that time 
shows that not only General Washington, but 
all the men in authority at that day, repudiated 
the idea of putting arms in the hands of the ne- 
groes. I suppose Governor Andrew can getenough 
negroes, if they should be made free, to fill up the 
quota of Massachusetts. If he does fill itup with 
negroes I know that they will not be as good 
soldiers as the white men; and I would rather the 
white men of Massachusetts, a State that has done 
more to bring on the present difficulties than any 
other, should be in the ranks than the negroes. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that he 
wants this emancipation made immediate because 
it will give peace to the country. Sir, I have al- 
ways been an advocate for peace. I have always 


thought that all these difficulties could be better’ 


settled by peace than by war. I have ever main- 
tained, since this unfortunate war has existed, that 
we never could reunite these States by force of 
arms. I believed we could do it by compromise, 
by peace, and not otherwise. I still adhere to that 
opinion. But I will ask the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, in all candor, how he can expect peace 
to grow out of this proposition? He says he 
wants it for peace. Do you suppose that the free- 
men of Missouri would be likely to be more at- 
tached to a Government that overthrew theirrights 
of property, thatinvaded their State, andoverthrew 
all their constitutional rights, put all their material 
interests and their rights of property ruthlessly 
under foot? Do you expect to make freemen 
more attached to a Government that would thus 
wiolate both national and State constitutions aud 
ruthlessly assail their rights of property? Sir, 
they: would be cravens if they would be more at- 
tached to a Government that would thus ruth- 
lessly deprive them of their rights. If you desire 
to attach the people of Missouri to the Federal 
Government protect them in all their constitu- 
tional rights. Do not encroach upon their liber- 
ties or their property, and you will be more likely 
to succeed. 

So far from being a peace measure, it will cause 
the people of Missouri to look on a Government 
that thus treats them, that has no respect for con- 


stitutional guarantees, no respect for the rights of 


the States, no respect for the rights of individuals, 
with hatred rather than love. If you wish a peo- 
ple attached to the Government, that Government 
must deal with them justly; it must deal with 


li 


th 
tut 


er! 
en 


er 


mn ea ef fS 








“eS SS -— |S @ Ft 


- 


= Ww 


=e ae 


a Vee wa 





1863. 


1 
them honestly; it must observe all the constitu- | 
tutional guarantees of the people. Thatis the only | 
way in which you can attach a people to the Gov- | 
ernment. When you make the Government an | 
engine of oppression, of tyranny, of robbery, you | 
cannot expect brave freemen to love such a Gov- | 
ernment. ‘ 
I tell you, Senators, so far from this being a | 
measure of peace, a measure of reconciliation, it | 
will be a measure which will result in hostility, | 
in irritation, and in unkindness to the Govern- 
ment of the Union. It cannot be, it will not be | 
otherwise. The other States of the Union inter- | 
ested in this institution will ask, how is it when 
weare fighting to maintain the Constitution as itis | 
and to restore the Union as it was; when the men 
in power have proclaimed that that was the object 
of the war, that they are overthrowing the Con- 
stitution of the United States, destroying the con- 
stitutions of the States, and putting under foot all | 
their rights of property? Sir, you will not only 
cause the people of Missouri to have hatred deep 
and lasting towards you; but you will cause lib- 
erty and Constitution-loving men in every State | 
in the Union to be seized with alarm and distrust. | 
If you can invade the soil of the State of Mis- 
souri with this kind of unconstitutional legisla- 
tion, what security has Massachusetts that her | 
soil may not be invaded and her dearest constitu- | 
tional rights stricken down? Whatsecurity has 
Kentucky ? What security has Indiana and Iili- | 
nois? None, sir,none. Whenever you overthrow 
the Constitution of your country, whenever you | 
violate the rights of the people in one State, you 
create a feeling of distrust and animosity against | 
the Government. | 
This measure, in my judgment, will be fraught | 
with the most disastrous results inevery respect. | 





No good can come from it. All the fruit that will || 


be produced by the passage of this bill will be | 
bad. It will create in the minds of the people 
throughout thiscountry a feeling of distrust, a feel- 
ing that they are not to be protected in any of their | 
constitutional rights, a feeling that they are not 
to be protected by the laws of their country; and 
that the Constitution and laws are to be over- 
thrown, and with them the liberties of the people. | 

Senators have expressed a great deal of spite 
and spleen, if | may be allowed to use those ex- | 
pressions, toward the Democratic party, because | 
of their recent triumphs in some of the States of | 
the Union. They speak about divisions in the 
North. Those divisions do exist; and allow me 
to tell you, if you go on with this kind of legis- 
lation, so far from healing these divisions, they 
will be widened and deepened. The people every 
where will rise up against a party that thus dis- 
regards constitutional obligations and ruthlessly 
violates the rights of the people and of the States. 
We find, as the Senator from Lllinois has told you, 
that in your crusade on this negro question you 
have put Illinois in a flame. Your military are at- 
tempting to run free negroes into that State against 
the constitution and laws of the State. It is not 
only thecase in Illinois, but, withinmy knowledge, 
they are doing it in the State of Indiana; for I 
have known many of these runaway negroes to 
be carried to that Sate by the military. They are 
bringing them, in violation of the constitution and 
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suppose. He does not want them in Massachu- 
setts. In that Governor Andrew is sensible. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. To the last. 
Mr. POWELL. Notto the last. He was sensi- 
ble in refusing to take these negroes into the State. 
W hen he wants a commission to arm the negroes, 
with great deference to that Governor and to Mas- 
sachusetts, I do not think he is sensible. He is 
sensible when he does not want them in Massa- 
chusetts; not sensible or over honest when he 
wants to take them from their masters. 

Sir, if you expect to put down this rebellion by 
force of arms, you are pursuing the very policy to 
preventit. Senatorson the other side of the Cham- 
ber may think that my judgmentis worthless upon 
this subject; but I tell you now, as I have often 
heretofore told you, that your policy is ruinous, 
I told you when you were passing the confisca- 
tion bills, when you were passing the bill to eman- 


cipate slaves in the District of Columbia, when- | 


ever you were agitating this negro question here, 
that you were doing the very things that would 
mass, consolidate, and unite the southern people. 
That has been the result. You by your legisla- 
tion, and the President by his proclamations, have 
united themas one man. Though they were once 
divided they are now united. You have notonly 
succeeded in massing the southern people and 
uniting them as one man by your fanatical and 


You have not regarded the constitu- 
tional rights of the northern people. You have 
southern people. The people have now become 
and their liberty will be overthrown; and well 
they may entertain such fears in view of the fear- 


tame acquiescence and submission of Congress to 
the illegal exercise of power by the Executive. 
Mr. President, I will say a few words upon this 





ident or Congress? 
war, to raise armies and provide navies, to make 
rules and regulations for the government of the 
Army and Navy; and that is the extent of the 
war power of Congress. The President is Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy; butunder 
the genius of our Constitution he can exercise no 
fevers except those which are conferred upon 
1im by the Constitution of his country; and when- 
ever he transcends the powers therein conferred, 
he becomes a usurper. I hold that neither the 


under the war power, can exercise any such power 
as is claimed by this bill. In this country the civil 
power is superior to the military; the military is 
strictly subordinate to the civil power. Thatisa 
provision, I believe, in the constitution of every 


the Government; and without it, instead of a con- 
stitutional Confederacy, a Government of limited 
powers, you would have a military despotism. 


It is to wield and to use the armies and navies that 





laws of Kentucky, into that State; and I do not 
know what State they do not take them to, except 
that of Massachusetts. I see Governor Andrew, 


Congress shall provide in time of war against the 
enemy. The President, as Commander-in-Chief, 
or his generals in the field, have no power to take 
any private property from any citizen who is a 





of that State, in reply to a letter from General 
Dix about taking negroes there, declined to have 
any. He is willing that negroes shall be taken 
from their masters and sent into other States; but 
the Massachusetts Governor is rather too shrewd 
to want this description of population in Massa- 
chusetts. He knows they are a worthless, vag- 
abond people, and he does not want them there. 
He is willing to rob the slave master, asthe Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts would call him; but he 
is not willing to receive that description of pop- 
ulation into his State. I think if the Governor of 
Massachusetts wants this thing done, incommon 
-honesty he ought to take hisshare. I venture to 
say that if every negro that is stolen or freed by 
the armies or othie cause was thrown upon New 
England and remained there, it would not bea 
ear before the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
1Lsow] and his colleague would be here clamor- 
ing to have them taken away at Government 
ch , for they are the most worthless, vagabond 
plgecion on the face of the earth. Governor 


non-combatant, except by virtue of the law. [am 
aware that under the military law, and the usage 
of nations, if an army is in a country and cannot 
get provisions, cannot buy them, it hasa right to 
take them by paying an equivalent for them. It 
must, however, pay full compensation; and that 
is the only instance in which your armies can take 
any private property. It is only in eases of ne- 
cessity of that kind, and then you must pay for 
it; but that has not been the way in which our 





|| unlawfully seized and robbed the people of mil- 


lions of property, when the necessity did not ex- | 


ist which would authorize them, under the wmili- 
ey law, to take it upon paying for it. 


nder this assumed military power, this thing | 


you call martial law, which is an indefinable 
something, something entirely outside of and 
|| above the Constitution, something that over- 
|| throws the Constitution of your country, you 
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Andrew knows something about the subject, | || make him an absolute despot. Clothe the Pres- 


unconstitutional legislation, but you have divided | 
;| the North. 


cloven down their rights as well as those of the | 


alarmed. They fear that their constitutional rights | 


ful usurpations of power by the President, and the | 


war power. I understand that some Senators, at | 
least, claim the right to pass this bill under the | 
war power. What is the war power of the Pres- | 
You have power to declare || 


President of the United States nor this Congress, | 


State in the Union. That is the whole theory of | 


Vhat is the power of the Commander-in-Chief? | 


armies have been conducted. Your soldiers have | 


claim to exercise vast and mighty powers. Sir, | 
clothe the President with that power, and you | 
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ident with the power that is assumed in the proc- 
lamation to free these slaves, and the proclama- 
ion declaring martial law in all the loyal States, 
and what will be the result? You at once sur- 
render all the rights secured by the Constitution 
| and laws, and submit your dearest liberties to the 
uncontrolled will of one man. You claim this 
porn for the President upon the theory that 
ve can do anything that, in his judgment, is cal- 
culated to put down the rebellion or to weaken 
the enemy. You leave it all to his discretion. 
Whenever you leave things to the discretion ofa 
man, you are pormung a dangerous policy, aud 
one which in the hands of a bad man will over- 
throw the liberties of any people. The Presi- 
dent’s discretion is to govern; and in the exercise 
of that discretion he has proclaimed the negroes 
in certain States free. You allow that under this 
thing called the war power. Suppose the President 
should, in the exercise of his discretion, think it 
was necessary, in order to putdown the rebellion 
or to weaken the enemy, that all the horses of 
New England should be turned out to grass, and 
should no longer be used by their owners. You 
admit he is the judge. Could he not do that as 
well as he could emancipate the slaves? Cer- 
tainly he could. Suppose he was to think that 
it was absolutely necessary, to put down this re- 
bellion, that the people of Illinois should no lon- 
ger raise corn upon their rich prairies. If you 
admit this doctrine of military necessity, he could 
enforce it. Suppose he were to be of the opinion 
that it was necessary, to put down the rebellion, 
that all the men in this country should be with- 
out wives, and by proclamation should decree that 
all the men in the country should be divorced 
from their wives. Why, sir, under this claim 
that he has the right to do any and everything 
|| that in his judgment will put down the rebellion, 
he could divorce you all from your wives. That 
is the logical result of your doctrine when car- 
ried out. I put these extreme cases to show the 
| utter absurdity of the doctrine. [tis a monstrous 
proposition, such as no liberty-loving people on 
|| earth should harbor fora moment. The Presi- 
|| dent has no such power, and whenever he exer- 
\| cises it he overthrows the Constitution and the 
|| laws that he has sworn to see faithfully executed. 
| Now, grant that the President has the power 
that is claimed for him; you make his will the law. 
Suppose that in the plenitude of the power which 
| you claim for him he should undertake to perpetu- 
ate hisown power. Suppose the President should 
think that he could better suppress this rebellion 
by turning us out of this Senate Chamber, or dis- 
missing the gentlemen from the other end of the 
Capitol. Suppose the President, in order to more 
| speedily put down this rebellion, should think it 
necessary in his judgment to order the Supreme 
Court that sits in this Capitol to cease it sittings. 
Gentlemen, by the doctrine they advocate here, 
empower him to do any of these ings. He has 
done many things quite as arbitrary. He has pre- 
vented the process of the courts being executed; 
he has assumed to suspend the writ of habeas cor- 
pus; he has declared martial law throughout the 
whole Union; he has declared that citizens not 
connected with the Army and Navy shall be tried 
by a military commission, when the Constitution 
of your country says they shall be tried for of- 
fenses they commit before the courts and by the 
juries of the land; he has made wide strides toward 
absolute power; and yet you, a codrdinate branch 
of the Government, sit here and never once raise 
yourvoices in condemnation of the exercise of such 
| vast and dangerous powers. Those of us who do 
itare assailed with tine in sympathy with the 
rebellion. L often hear it said in this Senate Cham- 
ber that those who do allude to these things sa 
nothing against the rebellion. 1 am in the habit 
when I speak on one particular point to confine 
my remarks to it; but I will assure Senators that 
they have not been more amazed than I have at 
their course. 

We have seen the President of the United States, 
in violation of the Constitution, add largely to 
your regular Army and Navy; we have seen him 
suspend the writ of habeas corpus; we have seen 
|| him declare martial law throughout all the loyal 
'| States of the Union; we have seen his decree an- 
nouncing that citizens should be tried before these 
military commissions; we have seen him strike 
down the liberty of the press, the palladium of 
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our liberties, as you were wont 0 say; we have 
seen him abridge the freedom of speech; we have 
geen his military officers, his provost marshals, 

oing through the country depriving citizens by 
re of their liberties—taking them contrary 
to the law, and even in violation of the constitu- 
tion and laws of their States, from their homes, 
confining them in distant prisons for long months, 
and then turning them out without any trial. I 
know that Senators on the other side of the Cham- 
ber have said lately that any one of those prison- 
era who would take the oath of allegiance could 
be released. Sir, if that is the case it has been 
so only within a very few days. ‘They say, also, 
that none are arrested without affidavit. 
that is the case, they hide their affidavits most 
admirably. I have tried time and again, and am 
now making efforts to ascertain the charges and 
causes of the arrest of some of my constituents 
who are at Johnson’s Island, and I have never 
yet, and I have tried it in fifty cases, found out 
what were the charges against one of my constit- 
uents who had been arrested. Mr. President, I 
am amazed that the Senate of the United States, 
a coérdinate branch of the Government, should 


sit here when all these things are going on, and | 


not utter even one word of censure against the 
Executive who thus overthrows the Constitution 
of your country and destroys the liberty of the 
people; and the historian that will record these 
things, I will venture to say, will express his 
utter astonishment at it. 

The President was kind enough to tell us in his 
annual message thatall of us made history. I dare 
say that isthe case. That history will be written, 
Iknow. He says the smallest of us, the most in- 
significant—that is his idea; I do not pretend to 
quote the words—will have to appear before the 
bar of public opinion in times to come. I know, 
sir, that my name will figure very insignificantly 
in that history; but, as far as it is mentioned, I 


trust it will be mentioned as one who, however | 
feeble might have been his advocacy of it, always 


stood up for the Constitution of his country, was 


devoted to the constitutional Union of his fathers, | 


and stood firmly by the rights of the people. 

Mr. RICE. Allow me to suggest that it will be 
the Sabbath within an hour. 

Mr. POWELL. 
Sabbath. When the clock points to twelve I shall 
cease. 
practice, 

Mr. WALL, The President has issued a proc- 
lamation on that subject also. 

Mr. HOWARD. I desire to put to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky one question. 
very frequently that he is strongly attached to the 
Constitution of the United States, and avers that 
ithas been repeatedly violated by the President of 
the United States. The great burden of his re- 


marks, however, is his own deep, fervid attach- | 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, an | 


instrument which he loses no opportunity on this 
floor to glorify, certainly very justly. But I desire 


to ask him this: how he can be opposed to the | 
prosecution of the present war forthe suppression | 


of this rebellion and be a friend at the same time 
of that Constitution; for I understand him to have 


~avowed here on this floor that he is opposed tothe | 


prosecution of this war. I wish him to reconcile 
that little matter, which is to me somewhat incon- 
sistent. 


Mr. POWELL. I dare say the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan thinks my position somewhat | 
I do not; and it will afford me the 
greatest imaginable pleasure to answer the Sen- | 


inconsistent. 


ator’s question, The question is, if | understand 
it, how I can consistently with my attachment and 
adherence to the Constitution oppose this war. 
That is the substance of it, as I understand. 

Mr. HOWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POWELL. 1 answer the Senator most 
frankly, and | have very often answered that ques- 
tion before in the Senate Chamber. Being devot- 
edly attached to the Constitution and the Union, I 
believed that this war was calculated to overthrow 
and destroy the Union forever, and: hence I op- 
posed the war. I thought it was a disunion ele- 
ment that would utterly destroy it. 

Mr. HOWARD. Then I understand— 

Mr. POWELL. Iam not through yet. Allow 
me to dispose of one question before you put 
another. 


Mr. HOWARD. Lhave several behind. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Sir, if 


I shall not desecrate the holy | 


Tama Christan in my faith, if not in my | 


He observes | 





Mr. POWELL. Very well, I will answer them 


I will 
say to the Senator, because I desire to answer his 
question in the most perfect candor, that I did not 


all with the greatest possible pleasure. 


believe that the party to which he belongs when | 


this war commenced intended 52 eeteny it with 
the sole view of restoring the Union as it was, 
with the Constitution as it js. 


think—in that, however, I may have been in er- 
ror—that the object of the party in power in pro- 
secuting this war was to destroy the institution 
of African slavery. I believed that, and I think 
subsequent events have developed that I was right. 
For that reason, | opposed the war. I did not be- 
lieve that, if prosecuted at all, it should be prose- 
cuted for any such purpose. 
all, I believed it should be conducted within the 
Constitution; that the President, and Congress, 


, and the Army should exercise no powers except 
| those conferred by the Constitution, and it should | 
be prosecuted alone for the purpose of restoring | 
the authority of the Government under the Con- | 


stitution asitis. I believed, sir, that if the party 


in power carried out the object which I thought | 


they had in view, to destroy the institution of 
slavery, they could not do it without destroying 
the Union itself and overthrowing the Constitu- 
tion. I believed the war could result in no good, 
but in harm. I believed the effect of it would be 
to dissever these States forever, and to load this 


| people with a debt that generations unborn would 
I believed that it would en- | 


not be able to pay. 
tail on them heavy taxation. I believed that in- 
calculable ills would flow from it. I believed*that 


our young men would be slain by hundreds of |; 


thousands. I believed that our people would be 


| demoralized; and I feared, as | now fear, that 


both sections of the country would ultimately 


| lose the liberties that our fathers gave them. I 


feared that the Constitution would be utterly over- 
thrown. 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator indulge me 
in one other remark? 

Mr. POWELL. I will let you ask another 
question, though [ have not got through answer- 
ing the one already put. 

Mr. HOWARD. The Senator must be aware, 


olution passed by a Republican meeting or con- 
vention, or even by an abolition meeting or con- 
vention, declaring it to be the purpose of any 
portion of the people of the North to make war 
upon slavery. It has, as he knows quite well, 
been universally conceded before this war actu- 
ally came into existence, that the Congress had 


| no power whatever to interfere with the existence || 
He knows all this, if | 
| he knows anything about the history of the last 


of slavery in the States. 


three or four years. He knows also that in this 
war, neither the Congress of the United States nor 
their Government were the aggressor. He knows 
perfectly well, as well as any other individual 
knows, that the North has in no sense been the 
ageressor. We did notdraw the sword. We did 
not threaten to draw the sword. The rebels first 
drew the sword, and opened their guns upon our 
peaceful fortresses. The rebels first commenced 


the business of pillage and pilfer and murder, and | 


for what purpose? Why, sir, to establish the in- 
dependence of what is now called the confederate 
government. The Senator knows all this quite 
well. He knows that the rebels commenced the 
war; they fired upon us. He knows that, and 
rebellion actually broke out and was in existence 
before we made any resistance to it. 

I ask him then, sir, again, how he can reconcile 
it to his conscience to stand here and say that he 
is under no obligation as aSenator of the United 
States to carry out and execute that provision of 
the Constitution of the United States which he 
affects so much to worship, which makes it the 
duty of Congress, for the public tranquillity, and 
for every other consideration, not only to repel 
invasion, but to suppress insurrection? Was not 
this an insurrection? Why will not the Senator 
assist in suppressing the insurrection? Is not that 
a part of his legal and constitutional duty here, 
implied in his oath, and by the very fact of his 
sitting on this floor? And still he refuses, and has 
persistently and uniformly refused to lend hia aid, 
as | believe, to any one measure calculated to 
prosecute this war. 


| to be our duty under the Constitution. 


I did not think | 
that that was the object. I thought then,asI now | 


If prosecuted at || 
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1 wish to have a clear understanding with the 


| opposite side of the Chamber on this most serious 


subject. I hold it to be the duty of the Congress 
of the United States to use all our meaus for the 
purpose of suppressing this rebellion. I hold it 
I hold 
that that man, whoever he is and wherever he is 
who refuses at such a timeas this to lend that aid 
which is required by the Constitution to suppress 
this rebellion, is not, in the popular and strict 
sense of the term,aloyalman. [Applause in the 
galleries. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Order! 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, the Senator 
has made a speech instead of patting a question, 
and the galleries applauded him for it. Lt under. 
stand the character of the galleries: many who re- 
sort to the galleries are the tools of power. 

Mr. HARLAN. I inquire of the Senator from 
Kentucky if he will give way for a motion to ad- 
journ ? 


Mr. POWELL. No, sir, not now. When I 
get through my speech I will give way. I can- 


not give way atany rate until I answer the speech 
of the Senator from Michigan; though, if the 


|| Senate is really desirousto adjourn, after | answer 


that question I will give way. However, lL be- 
lieve 1 will finish what I have to say. 

The Senator from Michigan has made quite a 
speech that he callsaquestion. Well,sir, I was 
delighted to hear the Senator, for he always de- 
livers himself handsomely, whether I admire the 
sentiment or not; but I can state to that honorable 
Senator why it is that [ have chosen here not to 
advocate this war. I believed that the war would 
destroy my country. I believed that the war 
would tear these States asunder forever. I de- 
sired them to remain one. I believed that the result 
of this war would be the overthrow of the Con- 
stitution. I believed that perhaps our liberties 
would be lost and our form of government over- 
thrown if it were carried on. Believing all these 
things, loving my country, loving its Constitu- 
tion, and being devoted to the Union, I could not, 
as an honest man, advocate the war, and I have 
opposed it. I[ tell the Senator that I dare say those 
who have advocated power heretofore have 


|| thought of all of those who resisted encroachments 
if he has any proper recollection of the history of | 

. r | 
parties, that there never was even a popular res- | 


as he does of me. I know the time was when 
Burke and Chatham and others opposed the war 
that Great Britain waged against our fathers—yes, 
sir, in most eloquent strains did they oppose it in 
the British Parliament. 1 suppese the Senator 
would not regard them as loyal. The world has 
decreed them patriots, moral herves, and our chil- 
dren’s children will honor their memories. 

Mr. HOWARD. The Senator will again par- 
don me 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the Senator will let 
me answer one question before he puts another. 

Mr. HOWARD. I was merely going to cor- 
rect the Senator’s historical reference. 

Mr. POWELL. Whew I get through this an- 
swer, f willallow him to put another question. I 
am fully aware, sir, that during our contest with 
Mexico there were honorable gentlemen in this 
body, and in the other, who opposed that war; 
Senators and Representatives who voted against 
men and money for that war. Were they dis- 
loyal? I suppose they thought the war wrong. 
Now, if this were a foreign war, my conduct would 
he very different. 1 would vote every dollar and 
every man asked for, if my Government was en- 
gaged ina foreign war, because then we should 
be contending with an enemy from without. But 
a domestic war, a civil war, 1 did believe and now 
believe will result in no good, but incalculable evil, 
will destroy forever the Union, tend to overthrow 
the Constitution of my country, and I never have 
supported it, | never will support it. Ido not un- 
derstand how Senators who sustain the President 
in his various usurpations—to which I have al- 
luded in this speech—can be regarded, in the strict 
sense of the term, loyal men, or friends of consti- 
tutional liberty. 

Now, Mr. President, I hope the Senator is sat- 
isfied with my position, I suppose he knew it as 
well before as he does now. I did not think any- 
body here could have doubted what my position 
was. In what! have done, you must say at least 
that I have been open, candid, manly about it. I 
have not pretended one thing while [ was doing 
another. I have given to thesubjectall the thought 
that my understanding would permit. [have made 
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up my opinions and have followed them strictly || 


out, aud so intend to do. 


I believe that my fears | 


are going to be perhaps more than realized. As | 


this war progresses, we find greater and greater 
owers claimed by the Executive. 
Executive usurpation follows quickly after Exec- 
utive usurpation, until there is no power, it seems 
to me, that the followers of the President would 
not permit him to exereise without complaint or 
censure. Iam not blaming the Senators, for | 
dare say they think with the President. If they 
honestly think they are right, it is their duty to 
act in accordance with their judgment; but | think 
otherwise, and consequently | act otherwise. 
There is one other subject, Mr. President, to 
which I wish to allude. | know that the honor- 
avle Senator from Massachusetts claims the right 
to pass this bill under the military power. Ina 


speech which he made during the last session he 


rested it upon a dictum of Mr. John Quincy Ad- 
ams. I have heretofore alluded to the opinions 
of that distinguished and learned man. They are 
opposed to the proposition of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. Mr. Adams held, in the most ex- 
plicit manner, that under the war power you could 
not emancipate slaves. Mr. Adams so held as 
minister from this country; he so held as Secretary 
of State; and in order that his opinions may be 
put upon record, Lask my friend from New Jersey 
to read from the paper which I have before me 
Admiral Cochrane’s proclamation and the extracts 
from Mr. Adams, and as there are very brief notes 
made by the editor, from whose paper I take this, 
J ask him to read it all, 


Mr. WALL read, as follows: 


“Emancipation is not recognized by any writer upon | 


public law within the last seventy years as a legitimate 


ineans of warlare. Napoleon, in his Russian expedition, | 


was urged to it, but retused. Ali the civilized nations of 
the globe have been engaged in wars within that period, and 
none have recognized it as a means. A case most in point 
occurred at the close of the last war with Eugland. The 
first article of the treaty of Ghent stipulated that all places 
taken by either party should be given up without carrying 
away the artillery or any other public property in them, ‘ or 
any slaves or other private property.’ This stipulation was 
evaded by the British Government. John Quincy Adams, 
the first avowed abolitionist of any distinction in Congress, 
was then our minister in London. ‘The slaves had been 
freed by a proclamation of Admiral Cochrane, which has 
been exhumed by the New York World. It reads as fol- 
lows: 


By the honorable Sir Alerander Cochrane, K. B., Vice Ad- 
miral of the Red, and Commander-in- Chief of his Majes- 
ty’sships and vessels upon the North American station, §c. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas it has been represented to me that many per- 
sons now resident in the United States have expressed a 
desire to withdraw therefrom with a view of entering into 
his Majesty’s service, or of being received as free settlers 
into some of his Majesty’s colonies. 

‘Tlus is therefore to give notice that all these who may be 
disposed to emigrate from the United States will, with their 
families, be received on board of his Majesty’s ships or ves- 
sels of war, or at the military posts that may be established 
wpon Or near the coast of the United States, when they will 
have their choice of either entering into his Majesty’s sea 
or land forces, or of being sent free settlers to the British 
possessions in North America. or the West Indies, where 
they will meet with all due encouragement. 

Given under my hand at Bermuda, this 2d day of April, 
1814. ALEX. COCHRANE. 

By command of the Vice Admiral, 

WititiaM BALNETCHET. 


“This is ingeniously drawn. It is not specifically ad- 
dressed to slaves, although it was meant for th®@n. ‘The 
reason was, that the policy of enticing off slaves was not 
recognized as legitimate warfare, much less exciting them 
to insurrection. 

“Mr. Adams, when Secretary of State, wrote instruc- 
tions to our minister at St. Petersburg after the matter had 
been submitted to the arbitration of the Emperor of Russia. 

“As we have already stated, the representations on this 
subject were first made to the British Government by Mr. 
Adains in person, while he was yet the American minister 
at London. Ina dispatch to his own Government he re- 
lates a conversation with the British minister, trom his own 
part of which the following extracts are taken : 

** Had the British pienipotentiaries asked of usan expla- 
nation of our proposal to transpose the words [of the treaty] 
we should certainly have given it; we evidently bad an ob- 
ject in making the proposal; and we thought the words 
themselves fully disclosed it. Our object was the restora- 
tien of all property which, by the usages of wat among civ- 
ilized nations, ought not to have been taken. All private 
property on shore was of that description; it was en.itled 
y the laws of war to exempuon from capture—slaves were 
private property.’ Further on lie continues: ‘It was true, 
proclamations inviting slaves to desert from their masters 
had been issued by British officers; we believe them devi- 
atious (rom the usages of war; we believed that the British 
Government itself would, when the hostile passions aris- 
jug trom the state of war should subside, consider them in 
the same light.? * * * * ‘Lord Liverpool 
manifested no dissatisfaction at these remarks, ner did he 
atiempt to justify the proclamation to which I particularly 


We find that | 








‘Tn the letter of instraction (July 5, 1820,) to Mr. Mid- 
dieton, our minister at St. Petersburg, Mr. Adams enters 
into a sustained argument to prove that the emancipation 
of an enemy’s slaves is not authorized by the laws of war. 
The following extract is sutlicient to clearly exhibit his 
opinion: 

“* It has beeu repeatedly alleged on the part of the Brit- 
ish Government that it could not be supposed they would 
have agreed to an article Which would oblige them to de- 
liver up to their masters slaves who, during the war, had 
taken retuge under their protection. The reply to this ob- 


} servation is, that i( that had been an objection to their agree 
| ing to the article, it should have been made before the sign- 


ing of the article, and the engagement not to carry away 


| slaves at all. They bad, in fact, numbers of slaves by 


these different modes of capture—one of suchas had been 
seduced to run away from their masters by proclamations 
from British officers ; a second of voluntary fugitives whom 
they received; and a third of such as had been taken in 
predatory excursions. You will find in Niles’s Register, 
voluine six, page 242, the proclamation of Admiral Coch 

rane, instigating the desertion of slaves from their masters.’ 
, . . ys ‘It is not openly addressed to slaves, 
nor does itavow its real object. From the use of the phrase 

ology which it adopts, the inference is conclusive that the 


| real object was such as the admiral did not chogse to avow, 
} and the only supposable motive for the disguise is the con- 
|} sciousness that it was not conformable to the established 


usages of War among civilized nations. The wrong was in 
the proclamation. Admiral Cochrane had no lawful author- 
ity to give freedom to the slaves belonging to the citizens 


| of the United States. The recognition of them by Great 


Britain in the treaty as property is a complete disclaimer 


|| of the right to destroy that property by making them free. 


Any crigagement contracted with them to that effect was, 
in relation to the owners of the property, wrongful, and if, 
in relation to the slaves themselves, it was an engagement 
which the British Governinent assumed upon themsetves 
and sanctioned, it could not divest the owners of the slaves 
ot their property, nor release the Britisli: Government trom 


the obligation to the United States, and to the owners, to | 


evacuate the place without carrying them away.’ 

“Two days afterwards he wrote to Mr. Rush, at Lon- 
don, as follows: 

** The only equity of the British side is that they signed 
the article without being aware of its full import, and that 


| the stipulation was incompatible with their previous prom- 


ises to the negroes. This is the real knot of the question 
between us, and its solution is that they had no right to 


| make any such promises to the negroes. The principle is, 
| that the emancipation of an enemy’s slaves is not among 


the acts of legitimate war. As relates to the owners, it is 
a destruction of private property nowhere warranted by the 


usages of war. ‘This principle must, [ think, be peculiarly | 
familiar tothe Empcror of Russia, and may be pressed upon | 
|| his attention in the case of reference with effect.’ 


“On the 18th of October he again wrote to Mr. Middle- 


| ton, and expressed bis views with atorce of language which 
| attests the strength of his conviction. He said: 


“in the statement of the British ground of argument 


| upon the claim in the sutmission, they have broadly as- 


serted the right of emancipating slaves—private property— 
as a legitimate right of war. This is utterly incomprehen- 
sible on the part of a nation Whose subjects hold slaves by 
millions, and who, in this very treaty, recognize them as 
private property. Nosuch rightis acknowledged as a law 
of war by writers who admit any limitation. The right of 
putting to death all prisouers in cold blood, and without 


| special cause, might as well be pretended to be a law of | 


war, or the right to use poisoned weapons, Or to assassin 


ate. JF think the emperor will not recognize the right of | 


emancipation a legitimate warfare, and am persuaded you 
will present the argument against it.’ 
*'T'o this the New York World adds the following : 


8 Tt is plain from these elucidations, furnished by one of 


the ablest, and without exception the most Jearned of our 
statesmen, that Mr. Lincoln will to-day venture on an act 
which is a clear violation of the laws of war, as well as of the 
Constitution of the United States. But what are his qual 

ifications that he presumes to upset positions taken by our 
Government when the men at its head were statesmen ; to 
reverse the conclusions of the most learned publicist that 
ever acted a leading part in our affairs; to assume to do 
without disguise what Sir Alexander Cochrane blushed to 
attempt behind a decent mask, and Lord Liverpool would 


not undertake to defend as an act authorized by the laws | 
of war?) What Mr. Lincoln assumes to do as a legitimate | 
act of war, John Quiney Adams Jassed with “ putting pris- | 
oners to death in cold blood,” with “ the use of poisoned | 
weapons,”’ with “ assassination !’? Even laying out of view | 
Mr. Adams’s reasoning, and confining our attention to the | 


single point of his credibility as a witness, the case against 
Mr. Lincoln is so strong that nothing needs to be added to 
it. Mr. Adams asserts as a matter of fact that no such right 


is recognized by the writers on publiclaw. Histestimony | 
to this fact will stand unimpeacled until passages rebutting | 
it are produced. In all the dissensions which this question | 
has occasioned, the asserters of the right have been able | 
to produce no such passage. They have been requested, | 


challenged, defied to bring,forward respectable authorities 
in support of their opinion, but they have uniformly failed 
todo so. Itmatters not what hasty expressions Mr. Adams 
may have used in the excitement of a passionate debate, 
when his great powers were going into the eclipse of ex- 
treme old age ; bis earlier testimony toa fact which stands 
unimpeached and unimpeachable is conclusive of the whole 
question.’ ”? 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, I have pre- 
sented to the Senate the opinions of Mr. Adams 
upon this subject. Heretofore the Senator from 

assachusetts, ina most elaborate speech, claimed 
that the President, as Commander-in-Chief, in 
time of war had a right to emancipate slaves under 
the war power, and the only authority he adduced 
was Mr. Adams. 


Mr. Adams directly against it. In most invport- 


Here we have the authority of | 
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| ant diplomatic papers, Mr, Adams, in the docu- 
ments which have been read, stated clearly what 
| Was international law, to wit, that you have no 
power in lime of war to destroy private property. 
Ltrust that when the Senator from Massachusetts 
| again quotes Mr. Adams he will quote these dia- 
| patches. That doetrine has been held in the courte, 
Mr. SUMNER. | already have quoted those 
| dispatches, and answered them on this floor. 
Mr. POWELL. The Senator certainly did not 
| do it in the speech he made at the last session. 
Mr. SUMNER. Certainly in the speech of 
| last session; only I had not the honor of the at 
| tention of the Senator; but the Senator will find 
| itin the Globe. 
| Mr. POWELL. Ina speech I made on this 
| war power last session, | looked to the Senator's 
speech, and there was certainly no quotation in 
it from Mr. Adams, cxceptfrom the speech in the 
| House of Representatives. But, however, there 
is the true doctrine as laid down in international 
law; and the Presi@tnt of the United States, if 
anything can be inferred from his last annual mes- 
sage, holds the very same doctrine. He says in 
this message that slaves are private property, and 
he submits to Congress certain amendments to 
the Constitation, with a view of effecting ‘ com- 
pensated emancipation.’? The inference, then, 
is clear that the President must have thought we 
had no such power under the Constitution, or it 
would not require amendments to the Constitu- 
tion to enable us to effect that object. To be sure, 
before that, the President proposed that it be done; 
but, with great deference to the President, | must 
say that he proposed so many things which I re- 
garded as violations of the Génetitation, that I 
thought he perhaps, under this military power, 
came to the conclusion that he had a right to die- 
regard the Constitution altogether. 

Mr. President, | have said as much as I pro- 
pose to say on this subject. Ido not think that 
there is any warrant in the Constitution for the 
passage of this bill. I do not believe that any au- 
thority for such an encroachment on private prop- 
erty will be found anywhere in the Constitution 
of the country or in the war powers that are legiti- 
mately conferred on the President. [| think the 
policy is bad. I think it overthrows the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the constitutions 
and the laws of the States, deprives the citizens 
wrongfully of their property. In every aspect, 
whether you view it constitutionally or morally, 
the thing is wrong. We should ponder well be- 
| fore we make such a gross infraction on the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and such an inroad 
upon the rights of the States and of the people. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President 

Mr. HARLAN. | would inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware if he will give way te a mo- 
tion to adjourn? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HARLAN. Itisnow nearly twelve o’cloék, 
and I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Allow me fora moment. If 
the Senator from Delaware would assent to it, | 
| would suggest that if the bill could be passed to 
\| a third reading this evening, and we then adjourn, 
it would be much better on all sides. 

Mr. SUMNER. [f object to its passing to @ 
third reading now, for 1 wish to have a division 
on one or two questions yet. 

Mr. POWELL. So dy I. 
| Mr. SUMNER. I say I object entirel 
‘|| The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the ator 
from Delaware yield the floor? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I yield for a motion to 
adjourn, claiming the floor when the subject 
comes up again. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS. I wish to state, before that 
motion is put, that it is understood, between the 
Senators who oppose this bill and those who sup- 
} 
| 
| 


| 











I move that the Senate do 


port it, that the question upon the final passage 
of the bill shall be taken on Wednesday after a 
speech from the Senator from Delaware not to 
exceed an hour. 

Mr. CLARK. I should like to know who 
makes these agreements? 

Mr. SUMNER. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
adjourn is not debatable. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, February 7, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rey. Tuomas H. Stockton. 


~ 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate by 


Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House || 
that that body had agreed to the report of the || 


committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


THE CON 


Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio. I move that there be || 





n - Five 2 z . : '@ | 2 ¢ ° > 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. || Delegate from Nevada Territory, is now in the 


of the two Houses on the bill of the House (No. | 


617) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 


for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th | 


of June, 1863. 


Also, that the Senate had passed bills of this | 


House of the following titles, severally without 
amendment: 

An act (No. 720) to make the State of Wiscon- 
sin a part of the ninth judicial district; and 


An act (No. 625) to authorize the Court of | 
Claims of the United States % hear and determine | 


the claim of the heirs of Stephen Johnston, de- 
ceased. 

Also, thatthe Senate had passed a joint resolu- 
tion and bill of the following titles, in which he 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 

Joint resolution (No. 126) expelling George E. 
Badger from the Board of Regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, and appointing Louis Agassiz 
in his place; and 


} 
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a call of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion which will dispense with the necessity for a 
call of the House. General CrapLesavuen, the 


House. He proposes to leave very soon, and is 
very anxious to make aspeech. I| therefore move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 


resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. It was the understand- 


| ing of the House that we should go on and finish 


this bill to-day and have a vote x pe it. I trust 


that understanding will be carried out. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
there was no such understanding on this side of 
the House. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio. I withdraw my resolu- 
tion that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I would like to 
make a suggestion to the House. The friends of 
this measure are anxious to complete itand take a 
vote upon it; and | now suggest that if the oppo- 


| nents of the bill have been fully heard, and the 


House is so inclined, we shall now take a vote. 


| And I now prepose that we shall take a vote 


An act (No. 479) for the relicf of the legal rep- | 


resentatives of George Mayo, deceased. 
CONDITION OF MEXICO. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- || 
munication from the Presidentofthe United States, 


in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
December 5, 1862, asking information upon the 


present condition of Mexico, transmitting a re- | 
port of the Secretary of State, with accompany- | 


ing papers; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC LAND SURVEYS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 


communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 


recommending an appropriation in addition to | 
that estimated for in his annual reportyfor the | 


survey of the public lands in Kansas and else- 
where; which was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN GOODS 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 


communication from the Secretary of the Interior 
asking an appropriauion to supply certain goods 


lost by the sinking of a steamer while carrying | 


them to the Yancton-Sioux Indians of Dakota | 


‘Territory; which was referred to the Committee 


of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Hickey, 
one of their Clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed a bill of the House (No. 658) 
to promote the efficiency of the commissary de- 


partment, with amendments, in which the concur- | 


rence of the House was requested. 
STAMP DUTY. 


Mr. GURLEY. | ask the consent of the House | 


to introduce the following resolution: 


Whereas, by the construction of the internal revenue law 
the widows and orphans whose husbands and fathers have 
been killed in battle must place a one dollar stamp upon 
the papers forwarded to the Auditor’s Office, to secure the 
pay to which they are entitled: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Jaw as to entirely relieve them from such stamp tax. 


Mr. STEVENS. I would like to say a word 
in reference to that resolution. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I call for the regular 
order of business, and that I understand to be an 
objection to everything else. 


SHIP CANALS. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business in 
order was the consideration of the bill of the 
[louse (No. 718) to constructa ship canal for the 
passage of armed and naval vessels from the Mis- 
sissippi river to Lake Michigan, and for the en- 


largement of the locks of the Erie canal and the |; hed paired with Mr. Nixon. 


Oswego canal of New York, to adapt them to the 
defense of the nerthern lakes, upon which the 


gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Houtman] was en- 
titled to the floor. 








without further debate upon this measure, and | 
then there will be abundant time for the gentle- || 


| man from Nevada to make his speech. 


Mr. JOHNSON. As soon as we have a full 
House we can take that matter into consideration. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. This measure was 


| before the House at the last session of Congress. 


It has been before the House, in some shape or 


| other, thus far during the present session; but I 
|| believe it is a matter of history that until yester- 


| day no member of the House has been heard in 


“opposition to the measure. 


The friends of the 
measure have had full and undisputed sway, not 
only in this House, but in the press of the coun- 
try; and { submit that it is hardly just to those 


| who, for any reason, have seen fit to place them- 


selves in opposition, or in quasi opposition to the 
measure, that the vote shall be taken upon its 
passage at this time. I desire, myself, to be heard 
briefly upon it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. ,I demand the previous 
question, 

The SPEAKER. The motion is pending that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Iam aware of that; but 
I suppose I have the right to have the motion on 
the previous question entertained. The gentle- 
man from Indiana seems to have yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman 
has expired; but while he was on the floor he 
moved to go into committee, and the question is 
now upon that motion. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 43, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William Allien, Alley, Ancona, Baily, 
Biddle, Bingham, Blake, William G. Brown, Calvert, 


Clements, Roseoe Conkling, Cravens, Crisfield, Cutler, 
Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Fisher, Hall, Harrison, Hick- 


|} man, Holman, Jolinson, Kelley, McKnight, McPherson, 


Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Moorhead, Norton, Patton, 


| Timothy G. Phelps, Porter, Shanks, Shellabarger, Francis 





Thomas, Trimble, Vallandigham, Voorhees, Wallace, Chil- 
ton A. White, Wickliffe, Worcester, and Yeaman—43. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Arnold, Ba- 


| ker, Baxter, Beaman, Buffinton, Chamberlain, Clark, Fred- 


erick A. Conkling, Ccoaway, Dawes, Edgerton, Eliot, Ely, 
Fenton, Samuel C. Fessenden, Franchot, Granger, Gurley, 
Haight, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Justin 8. 
Morrill, Noell, Olin, Pike, Potter, Price, Alexander H. 
Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, Robinson, Edward H. Rol- 
lins, Sargent, Segar, Sheffield, Sherman, Smith, Spaulding, 
Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Verree, Walker, 
Wall, Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert S. White, 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff—60. 


So the House refused to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. TROWBRIDGE stated that he had paired 
with Mr. Meclnpoe upon this bill. 

Mr: McPHERSON stated that Mr. McKean 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Llinois. I understand the 
canal bill is now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Ietis. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I rise to a matter of per- 


I want it understood that | 














— 


sonal privilege; a matter between myself and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
it is to come out of my time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I trust the gentleman 
will waive his request for a few moments until 
this matter has been disposed of; there will then 
I presume, be no objection. , 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. It is a matter of present 
necessity with me. I hope the gentleman will yield 
to me at this time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I must object to my 
colleague yielding the floor unless he yields alto- 
gether. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I wiil yield to him all day, 
| then, 

| Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. 
then. 

| ‘TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Illinois 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The question be- 

| fore the House has been discussed, members have 

considered it, and I doubt very much whether the 


I cannot yield if 


{ cannot yield, 


|| discussion of a week further would change one 


| vote. [do not myself desire to inflict a speech 
upon the House; I prefer to take the vote upon the 
bill at this time, and | have theught proper, there- 
fore, to say to the House, that if it be their pleas- 
ure to come toa vote at this time I would be glad 
to have them so express it. If, on the contrary, 
| that is not their desire I shall feel it a duty to 
| make some suggestions relative to the general sub- 
| ject. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I think the House is 
ready to come to a vote upon the subject. 
| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It is my purpose 
| to speak a few words on this bill. 
| Mr. WADSWORTH. Lalso want to be heard. 

Mr. STEVENS. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a suggestion. I want to 
say a few words on this bill. J do not think I will 
occupy much more than ten minutes. Other gen- 
tlemen want to be heard. I suggest that it be 
| understood the vote be taken on this bill at three 
o’clock this afternoon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. If that be the under- 
standing, | suggest to my colleague, in order that 
| all those who desire to, may be heard on this ques- 
| tion, that the speeches be limited to a less time, 
| than one hour each, allotted by the rules. I think 
that that will be fair. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I suggest that the 
vote be taken on Monday at one o’clock. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will agree that speeches 
shall be limited to half an hour each. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Letthe understand- 
| ing be that the vote shall be taken on this bill on 
Monday next at one o’clock, so that to-day shall 
be devoted to debate. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object to that. 
| | want to vote on this subject to-day. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Let me state to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that Monday is the only day 
when the House will be called for resolutions and 
bills; and if that hour of one o’clock on Monday 
be fixed members would be deprived of the priv- 
ilege which they would otherwise have. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It will take but 
twenty minutes to vote on the bill on Monday. 
| Mr. DAWES. I will ask the House to con- 
sider an election case on Monday next. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Then I object to 
any understanding. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 





| I, for one, am 
willing that the vote shall be taken to-day at three 
| o’clock, and that the debate shall be limited to 
| half an hour each. 

| Mr. CRAVENS. I object. 

| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We have no ob- 
| jection to limiting speeches to half an hour each; 
| but we object to any understanding about taking 
| the vote. 

| Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, addressed the 
House for an hour. [His speech will be pub- 
_ lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, hav- 
ing performed the task of reducing to writing the 
views of the Naval Committee on this subject, it 
was my intention to content myself with a sim- 
ple vote against the measure; and I should not now 


rise but for the extraordinary reference made to 
the report of the committee by my colleague from 
the Troy district. 


I do so rather in deference to 
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an intimation that something is expected from me, 


than on account of any wish of my own to par- | 


ticipate in the debate. g i 

On the first day of this session the House in- 
structed the Committee on Naval Affairs— 

«Tu inquire and report ‘ the cheapest, most expeditious, 
and reliable mode of placing vessels of war upon Lake Ou 
tario and the other great lakes, should a necessity for so 
doing at any time arise ; and, in case itis deemed necessary 
for the purpose aforesaid, to establish water communication 


adapted to the passage of vessels of war from other waters | 


to the lakes, the committee is instructed to report which 


one of the various plans suggested will afford, at the least | 


cost, adequate, reliable, and early access of the required 


kind, together with the reasons of tlre committee, and the | 


time and cost of completing the wOrk.’ ”’ 

[tis obvious from the resolution that the duty 
imposed was to inquire into and report on this 
question in one and only one aspect, namely, 
jis merit as a scheme of military defense. In the 
distribution of the business of the committee, this 


subject fell to my especial charge. The committee | 


held various meetings at which numerous gentle- 
men—some of this House, others from Chicago, 
and from other cities—appeared. They fixed their 
own times, and were patiently heard. I believe 
that the members of this House to whom | refer 
will accord to the committee the credit of having 
given them a patient and respectful hearing. It 
is proper to remark that no person appeared be- 
fore the committee in opposition to the measure. 
There were no commercial rivalries represented 
there. Under these circumstances the committee 
addressed themselves to eminent gentlemen, some 
of whom had long been connected with the public 
works of the State cf New York and of the State 


of Illinois, from whom, it was supposed, full and | 


correct information would be obtained. The con- 
clusions of the committee are contained in the re- 


port, and that report was unanimous. In speak- | 


ing of the committee, [ mean the acting committee, 
there being one member who, during the mes 
session, has not attended its meetings. It need 


hardly be remarked that the committee was con- | 


stituted at the very beginning of this Congress, 
and, unlike some other committees, without any 
reference to the subject-matter now before the 


House. Such being the origin of the report, the | 
House will be able to determine with what pro- |) 


priety or excuse it has been made the subject of 
offensive and violent assault. 

But, sir, calumnious attack has been from the 
start the penalty of withholding assent from this 
fat and fruitful job. At the last session of Con- 
gress I cast my vote against it. I did so without 
possessing a very full acquaintance with the sub- 
ject. I did so rather in obedience toa rule which 

1as governed my vote on many questions that 
have come before this Congress. I have felt it my 
duty to vote against every measure, job, scheme, 
or project, the tendency of which was to divert 
the public resources—either the public money or 
the public credit—from what I conceive should be 
their exclusive employment at the present time. 
I mean the crushing out, by force of arms, of this 
atrocious rebellion. A simple vote did notescape 
the attention of the hired partisans of the scheme, 
but admonitions for my benefit were telegraphed 
from here to the press of the city in which 7 
and threats were darkly hinted here and there. 

These threats have been ventured upon on this 
floor by a member whose bewildered paroxysms 
and childish petulance arise, it is well understood, 
from an infirmity deserving of compassion rather 
than resentment. This is only the feeble echo of 
thelobby, for whom the member speaks, the awk- 
ward throwing of stones picked by others whose 
work he is doing, and who have flooded the coun- 
try with imputations on those who, in the dis- 


charge of their duty, have opposed this mammoth | 


scheme for depleting the Treasury. 

_ The outsiders pressing this bill hardly need such 
violent agents here. They have been permitted 
for weeks, in violation of the rules, to thrust 
themselves constantly upon the floorand to throng 
all parts of the Hall throughout our daily ses- 
sions. The milder and more quiet persuasions 
thus indulged would have been more potent if un- 
aided by other stimulants to boisterous and ex- 
cessive zeal. 

Such license of tongue as my colleague has dis- 
played would have been more becoming in one 
guiltless of the act by which the bill is now be- 
fore the House. The bill is not properly or right- 
fully here, and yet we have been belabored with 
complaints that the point of order was unfair 


reside, | 


|| which sought to commit it to the Committee of the 


W hole. 


A time-honored safeguard and rule of 


| this Housé requires that ** all proceedings touch- 








serting others. 








ing appropriations of money shall be first dis- 
cussed in a Committee of the Whole House.”’ 
When this bill was originally reported the other 
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day, the point of order was raised that by two of || 


its latter sections, confessedly, $17,000,000 in | 


round numbers was to be taken from the Treas- 
ury. 


In reply to this point, my colleague admitted | 


and avowed that he had purposely contrived the 


form of the sections so as to evade and circumvent | 
the rule, and the Chair decided thatthe effort had | 


been successful. 


was found thatthe disguise which had been thrown 


over the fifth section was somewhat more flimsy. | 


A point of order penetrated that, and the patriots 
who disinterestedly watch over this plan for na- 
tional safety took refuge in a motion to recom- 
mit. The bill went back to the Military Com- 
mittee late in the day,and the next morning came 
back from the committee cured, as was thought, 
of all want of disguises and effectually covered up. 


It was reported back with a distinct statement re- | 
peated once or twice that the committee had, since | 


the point of order was decided the night before, 


| directed the bill to be reported back favorably with 


an amendmentstriking out certain words and in- 
This report left the case as bad 
as it was before, and the Chair so decided, ex- 
plaining at the same time that the bill being the 
same, and the original section being such as to car- 


‘ 


ry it to the Committee of the Whole, the point |) 


Upon this decision the House | 
was about to allow the authors of this dodge to || 
felicitate themselves upon their success, when it | 





was not avoided by an amendment striking out | 


the phraseology appropriating money. 
diately upon this ditficulty being explained, my 
colleague disaffirmed and changed the statement 


he had made, and, upon being interrogated by the | 


Chair, declared that the committee had not in- 
structed him to report back the same bill with an 
amendment, but had instructed him to reporta 
new and different bill as an original and independ- 
ent proposition. 
by surprise, and when a member of the committee 
rose to challenge the statement, the point of order 
was made upon him that he was too late, although 


but two or three minutes had elapsed, and my | 


colleague consented to allow his conduct to pass 


with no better defense than that his accuser was | 


not sufficiently active in seeking the floor. 

But that is not all. It is said that the measure 
when brought before the committee did not receive 
the approval of a majority, and that the report is 
here unauthorized as the report of the committee. 

Mr. OLIN. Let me say a word just there. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I will yield for the 
Soesarical antics. 

Mr. OLIN. Yes, sir, for the purpose of per- 
sonal explanation. | listened the other day with- 
out utteringasyllable upon the subject ofan appar- 
ent contradiction of me when I made that report. 
I now pronounce the statement of the gentleman 
an unqualified falsehood in all its extent and mat- 
ter, and I am ready to meet that question now or 
at any time, here or elsewhere. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York is out of order. 

Mr. McPHERSON rose. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to any other 


interruptions. 


Mr. McPHERSON. 


that point. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. 


the gentleman. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 


I yield the floor to 


I object. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman has the right | 


to yield for personal explanation. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I insist that the 
gentleman shall be confined strictly to the matter 
of personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
gentleman has the right to yield for personal ex- 
planation, and not otherwise, 

Mr. McPHERSON. [rise toa matter of per- 
sonal explanation simply. I do not desire, and 
have not at any time intended, to have any per- 
sonal controversy with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee Ga Military Affairs. I rose the other day, 
in the exercise of an undoubted right as a mem- 


urpose of a personal explanation, but not forany | 


I appeal as an act of jus- | 
| tice upon the part of this House to be heard upon | 








| 
| 


1} 


This took the House somewhat | 


| made as false in all its length and breadth. 


etna eee 


ber of this House, to a question of order as to 
the accuracy of that report. The Chair decided 
that the point of order was raised too late; it was 
therefore ruled out, and no opportunity was af- 
forded to submit it to a vote of the House. I did 
not intend again to allude to the subject, and I 
would not now, if the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs had not seen fit to char- 
acterize upon this occasion the statement I then 
Now, 
sir, I will not rest under any such imputation, I 
care notby whom cast. I assert here, as a mem- 
ber of that committee and as a member of the 
House, that the point of order I then endeavored 
to raise was strictly and literally true. 

A Memser. What was it? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The authority of the 


| committee was given to the chairman to make a 





Imme- |) 


| certain report. That was done entirely as a mat- 
| ter of favor. 


Five members of the committee, 
being a majority, have voted against the bill in 


every phase. 
Mr. WASHBURNE., I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman, under the rules of the 


House, has no right to state what takes place in a 
committee. 


Mr. OLIN. 
or order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the gentleman is making any statement 


I hope no one will raise a question 


| such as is prohibited by the rules. 


Mr. McPHERSON. My statement was that 
a majority of the members of that committee in 
this ease have voted against the bill in ever 

phase in which it has been presented, and will 
vote againstit on its passage. I raised no objec- 
tion in committee to the bill being reported to the 
House; but there is no report of the committee, 
as the gentleman very well knows, in favor of the 
bill. It was thought that, inasmuch as when the 
measure was originally presented a majority of the 
committee as then constituted was in its favor, it 
was but a matter of fairness to permit it to be re- 
ported for the action of the House. It was done 
merely as a matter of courtesy, and without any 
recommendation whatever. But, sir, lam here to 


| say,and I repeat, thata majority of that commit- 


tee are against it in whatever shape it may be pre- 
sented, and willso vote in the House. The Naval 
Committee have reported against it, and it thus 
stands before the House without the indorsement 


| of any committee. 





| Yorkis out of order. 


Mr. OLIN. 
planation. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I decline to yield. 

Mr. OLIN. Then the gentleman declines to 
yield for a personal explanation. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I call the member to 
order, 

Mr. OLIN. Wait, my man, and I will call you 
to order. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. There is no occasion 
to indulge in boyish threats here. There is no 
reason, | apprehend, why we cannot arrange any 
matters of personal difference out of doors. 

Mr. OLIN. I simply rose to say 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I call the member to 
order. 

Mr. OLIN. 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. Itis, unless the gentleman 
from New York yields the floor. No gentleman 
has the right to take the floor from another with- 
out his consent. 

Mr. OLIN. I understood the Speaker to say 
but a moment ago 


The SPEAKER. 


I rise to a matter of personal ex- 





Is it out of order to ask a ques- 





The gentleman from New 
The gentleman from New 


| York (Mr. F. A. Conxuine] is entitled to the 
| floor without interruption. 


} 


| 


Mr. OLIN. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his 
point of order. 

Mr.OLIN. I rise to a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot rise 
to any personal explanation. His colleague de- 
clines to yield, and is entitled to the floor without 
interruption. 

Mr. OLIN. If I may be permitted to state 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot permit the 
gentleman to state anything. The Chair has said 
over and over again that the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. F. A. Conxuine} isentitled to the floor, 
and the Chair will enforce the rules. The gevtie- 
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man cannot take the floor from him without his 
consent. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, having 


adverted to the member who has presumed to cast | 


his imputations over an entire committee, and 
having shown how fit a censor he is, especially 
in the position in which his colleague on the com- 
mittee has just put him, to pronounce upon the 
conduct of anybody touching this extraordinary 
measure, [ proceed to examine the nature and 
justness of his denunciations. He had the auda- 
city to say of the unanimous report of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs that it was a * tissue of 
misrepresentations and misstatements.”’ As far 


as the member attempted to prove this accusa- | 


tion, the following are his allegations. He says 
thatthe committee have falsely stated the cost of 
the works in the State of New York. This is his 
language: 

* it is asserted in this report, not on the authority of any 
responsible name, except that of the author of the report, 
that the expenditure essential to enlarge the course of the 


Brie and Oswego canals would amount to the sum of |} 


$30,000 ,000.”” 


The only statement of the committee to which 
this can have reference is as follows: 


on 


but, again, it may be doubted whether any portion of 
the existing locks can be successtuily adapted to the con 
templated passage of vessels of war. By the original plan 


of the transverse water section of the chambers of the | 


locks, a bevel was given to the face of the walls of forty 
one one bundredths of a toot to the foot rise, from the floor 


to a height of forty-four inches, or thirty-four inches above | 


eanal bottom, where the chamber has a width of seventeen 


half an inch to the foot rise, giving at that elevation a width 
of eighteen feet ten inches. Unfortunately for the strength 
and stability of the locks, these bevels have at a great ex- 
pense been cut away, by which means the walls have been 
so far weakened as in all probability to be unable to with 
stand the impinging of the great weight of a gunboat such 
as has been described. Accordingly, it would seem to be 


the dictate of ordinary prudeuce, in adapting the locks of | 


the canals to the use of war vessels, to reconstruct them 
altogether. This work cannot be accomplished for less 


than $8,000,000, nor in a shorter period of time than three | 


years.”’ 

There is no other statement in the report touch- 
ing this point, except a remark showing that the 
cost of excavating the Erje and Oswego canals so 
a8 to pass boats drawing six and a half feet would 
cost $5,000,000. 

This statement was made, sir, upon the esti- 
mate of parties believed by the committee to be 
able to judge of the question. It is corroborated 
by the opinion of a gentleman referred to in the 
reportas a distinguished engineer long connected 
with the canals of the State of New York, and of 
much practical and scientific learning. He says: 


“Should the United States Government determine to 
build the ninety locks of suitable dimensions to pass gun- 
boats from tide-water to the Jakes, on the Erie and Oswego 
canals, with enlargement of the Champlain canal, the esti 
mates presented, made without surveys, would require 


similar additions as the crude estimates made for the Erie || 


canal enlargement, and this would make the sum required 
$21,000,000, instead of the $7,000,000 reported.’ 

Nextit is charged that the committee has made 
A missiatement in referring to waters adjacent to 
the lakes and serviceable for the building and har- 
boring of gunboats. This topic occupies seven 
linea of the report, while the other matters treated 
cover sixteen pages. It is, perhaps, the least im- 
portant, indeed the most diminutive, suggestion 
made in the report, and was probably selected by 
my colleague as the thing best adapted to his ap- 
preciation and capacity. 

Mr. STEVENS. a be glad if the gen- 
tleman would yield to me to have an understand- 
ing when the vote ts to be taken on this bill. I 
am going out on a committee of conference, and 
I want to know whether the vote is te be taken 
to-day. I would be glad if it were agreed that the 
vote should be taken on Monday next at two 
o'clock. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I thought that the 
gentleman wanted to occupy the floor to make a 
report from a committee iv adeieaae 

Mr. STEVENS. I want to know whether I 
can go to a committee of conference. 

Mr, F. A. CONKLING., I yield if it does not 
come out of my time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. There are several gen- 
tlemen who desire to speak on this question, and 
there is no desire on the part of the friends of the 
bill to unduly press a vote. If it be understood 
that when the House adjourns to-day that the 
main question shall be ordered and a vote taken 
on Monday, I shall not object. 





i Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Is this discussion t 
come out of my time? 
The SPEAKER. 
ought not to, as the gentleman yields for the bet- 
| ter understanding of the business of the House. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I hope that, by unani- 
mous consent, discussion will be permitted to go 
on to-day, and that we will be allowed to take a 
| vote sometime on Monday next, say two o’clock. 

Mr. STEVENS. I should be glad to have half 
an hour on Monday to make some remarks on 
this bill, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. Lhope that some ar- 
| rangement will be made by which, when the dis- 
| cussion closes to-day on this bill, we may go into 

the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, so that the gentleman from Nevada Ter- 


| ritory [Mr. CrapLepaven] may be heard. He 


has never occupied the time of the House in dis- 
| cussion for one moment this session. He is com- 
| pelled to leave the city this evening, and he desires 
to address the House, before he goes, on a subject 
in which he feels a deep interest. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I have no doubt that he 
will have that opportunity when the House closes 
the discussion on this measure; that there will be 
no objection to going into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union for the purpose 
of speech making, with the understanding that no 


| vote is to be taken. 





nr 


Sa 
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| 
| 
tion of Lieutenant Colonel Crane, ef the United 


Mr. DAWES. I will ask the House on Mon- 


|| day to pay some attention to the cases of contested 
feet eight inches; thence to the top of the walls a batter of || nal 


election reported to the House from the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 


The SPEAKER. Is it the understanding of 
the House that the main question shall be ordered 


|| before the House adjourns to-day ? 


Mr. STEVENS. I want to say a few words 
on Monday before the vote is taken. 

Mr. WASHBURNE., I do not think that the 
discussion should goover until Monday. [insist 
that debate should be closed to-day. 

The SPEAKER. Then there is no under- 
standing. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The gentleman 
may take it that there will be no vote to-day. 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, I was 


| about, when the interruption occurred, to answer 
| the charge that the committee have falsified geog- 
| 


raphy by intimating that gunboats might be built 
and kept upon waters easily connected with the 
great lakes. The committee say: 


** Not far from the southern shore of the lakes, and easily 
and inexpensively connected with them, are numerous 


bodies of water lying in the heart of regions abounding in | 


all the materials which enter into ship-building. Upon one 
of these sheets of water, yards can be established and ves- 
sels constructed without infringing treaty obligations, and 


with ali the facilities afforded by any locality, and with ad- | 


vantages for preserving iron casings, which tresh water 
alone affords.’’ 


The suggestion is not original with the com- 
mittee. It has been repeatedly made in the pub- 
lic press of the country, and by gentlemen who 
have communicated with the committee. It ap- 
pears prominently in an elaborate communica- 


States topographical engineers, addressed to the 
chairman of the Military Committee of the Sen- 
ate. He says: 


“ But where could we construct gunboats and have them 
in rendiness, armed and equipped, to launch immediately 
into the lakes, (without violating the treaty,) ready for ac- 
tion before the six months’ notice shall expire? 

**T will endeavor to answer this question in reference to 
all the lakes except Chainplain. ‘There isa beautiful, safe, 
and capacious harbor in the Lower Fox river, between the 
head of Green bay and the village Depere, (see accompany- 
ingmap, No.1.) This harboris five miles long, and for three 
miles, at least, above the head of the bay, ample depth and 
room fora navy to flont, and excellent shores for ship-build- 
ing. Just where the Fox enters the very head of the bay, 
it requires twenty-four thousand cubic yards of mud and 
sand to be dredged to give us at all times astraight channel 
two hundred feet wide, and twelve feet deep over the bar, 
where now the channel is crooked.” ° » ° 

* There is one condition remaining to be mentioned in 
reference to the harbor of the Lower Fox. Would it he long 
enough for trial trips of the iron-clad boats after being 
equipped? This, | must confess, is a point not to be over- 
looked. To construct our boats there and run them into 
Green bay for trial would be violating the treaty, and, per- 
haps, it might be considered as violating the treaty to con- 
struct them there. Supposing this five miles in extent of 

too short, or the upper two miles too sheal for these 
trips, which are all-important, we may resert to Lake Win- 
eehion which will now consider in reference to its ca- 


pacity for the construction and trial of gunboats for Lakes | 


Superior, Huron, Michigan, St. Clair, and Erie, where, I 
think, it would not be violating the treaty to construct them. 
Lake Winnebago is susceptible of being connected, by a 


The Chair thinks that it || 


| depth of water and lockage. For such an improvement little 
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| water channel twelve feet deep, with the harbor of 








‘ebrnary 7 


, 2 ' the Fog 
river referred to, at an expense far less than any equal ex. 


tent of improvement known in the country as requiring such 


damage to landbolders or to the mills now in operation there 
need be incurred. The existing slack-water navigation 
would contribute in affording facilities for making the hew 
improvements more than the original cost of the €Xisting 
works, if the new works be skillfully engineered. Lake 
Winnebago, and also the Lower and Upper Fox, were syr- 
veyed under my direction with a view to improvement to 
the highest scale the problem admits, and reported upon in 
1839, under orders from the Bureau of Topographical En- 
gineers, and the reports and drawings in detail, in plan and 
profile, are now iu the Bureau.” 
Again he says: 


“ Or Lake Oneida could be used as a very fit place for build- 


| dng gunboats in, to be floated down into Ontario in any 


number, and the building, arming, and trial of them in One. 
ida lake would not violate the treaty. This beautiful lake jg 
twenty miles long, by five miles in width, and covers an 
area of ninety-four square miles, according to the best map 
I can find. The existing canals and Oswego river connect 
it with Ontario by a water communication of thirty-five 
miles, and they could be improved, in comparatively short 
time, to a depth to allow the gunboats to pass, fully armed 
and equipped.”’ 

Tonawanda creek, having a depth of water of 
twelve feet, and separated from the Niagara river 
by a single lock, has also been suggested, and it 
has numerous advocates. An adequate basin, it is 
asserted, could be provided upon this channel for 
less than the cost of a single lock. 

Third, the report is denounced for misrepre- 
senting and belittling the prism of the Erie canal. 
Upon that point the committee remarks as fol- 
lows: 

** But admitting that a mail-clad vessel of the proposed di- 
mensions can be built drawing only six and a half feet, and 
able to pass through the enlarged locks, it by no means fol- 
lows that she could navigate or traverse the canals. The 
auditor of the canal department of the State of New York 
says, under date of 10th ultimo: “The Erie canal has a water- 
way of seven feet deep, seventy feet wide at the top water- 
line, and fifty-two and a half feet at the bottom. = [t is in- 
tended to give boats navigating this canal a draught of six 
feet water.’ Yet it appears by the report of the State en- 
gineer and surveyor of that State, transmitted to the Legis- 
lature on the 13th of January, 1862, that the draught of 
boats, during the preceding season of navigation, was lim 
ited by the canal board to five and a half feet. During the 
dry season the drain upon the supply of water on the cen- 
tral portion of the canal, for the use of the enlarged locks, 
would be such as to render it impracticable to maintain 
even this depth of water.” 

This is the only statement of the committee re- 
garding the prism of the Erie canal; and I insist, 
as the report itself shows, that it is sustained by 
the very highest authority. Yet, in the face of 
the official records, my colleague ventures to deny 
the fact without adducing a particle of evidence 
to bear out his denial; and this, although the re- 
port he brands as false has been on our tables for 
a month, and he has had at his beck an army of 
prompters in the lobby to rake the country for 
evidence both true and trumped up. 

3ut L will take leave of the cautious and logical 
homily of my colleague to consider for a few mo- 
ments the general merits of this enormous project. 
itis presented as a pure military work, and noth- 
ing else. [tisa pretended provision against danger 
impending now. Its necessity is argued from the 
diplomatic arrangement of the year 1817, between 
this country and Great Britian, supplementary to 
the treaty of Ghent. It was there stipulated that 
but two vessels of one hundred tons each, bear- 
ing one 18-pounder gun, should be placed by both 
contracting parties upon the upper lakes; that one 
such vessel should be placed upon Lake Ontario, 
and one upon Lake Champlain; and that no addi- 
tional armament should be placed by either Power 
upon the lakes, It was likewise stipulated that 
if either party desired to abrogate the arrange- 
ment, they could do so by giving six months’ 
notice. 

Since the date of this arrangement, canals and 
locks have been built around the rapids of St. 
‘Lawrence and the falls of Niagara, and thus 
small vessels have been enabled to go from tide- 
water into the lakes. This circumstance has been 
seized upon with avidity and paraded with osten- 
tation to affright the public into the belief that 
vessels of war could and would cross the ocean, 
and suddenly ravage the States and cities on our 
northern frontier, 

To meet this bugbear, we are row called upon 
to prepare for a war with England, and to create 
equality of naval access to the lakes. To do this 
we are to make water-ways which will require 
five years for completion; and which, when com- 
pleted, will be closed for half the year by ice, and 
subject during the other half to hindesances and 
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casualties of breaks and low water, and the other | 


vicissitudes of artificial navigation. 
We are, by one branch of the scheme, to get 
access to all the lakes, that is to say, to Lake On- 


tario, and also to Lake Erie, by an expenditure | 


of $3,500,000. 


and opened them to tide-water, we are to expend 
613,500,000 more to gain entrance to the waters 
west of Niagara Falls alone; and all this on pre- 
nse of introducing armed vessels into the lakes, 
there to operate in case of emergency. Such is 
the programme before us as dressed in the attract- 
ive garb of its authors; when stripped of fictitious 
promises, it involves, as I believe, forty or fifty 
million dollars, from which there will be no es- 
cape if this first step is taken. 

The redundancy and needless duplication of 
the thing does not consist wholly, as stated yes- 
terday with more unfairness than ingenuity, of 


the suggestion that the western scheme will an- | 
swer the whole purpose. Such an argument would | 


of course be answered by its very statement, be- 


cause the western channels proposed would only || 


reach the chain of lakes which terminates with 
Lake Erie, and thus Ontario would be left still 
unapproachable. The great objection on the head 
of doubling the connections and indefinitely mul- 
tiplying the cost is this: if the need of placing 
gunboats on the lakes exists, and the true way 
to provide them is to float them there from other 
waters, and if enlarging the locks in New York 
will open all the lakes, and do it in one year for 
$3,500,000, then is it not barefaced to pretend that 
$13,500,000 more ought to be given to accomplish 
only a part of the object over again at the end of 
five years? 

As stated by the friends of the measure, the 
proposition is this, in precise terms: 

‘First. To construct a ship and steamboat canal from 
Lake Michigan to the [inois river, and to improve the Lili- 
nois river to the Mississippi river; the canal to be one hun 
dred and sixty feet wide on the bottom, sides protected with 
stone walls ten feet high, the canal and river locks to be 
three hundred and fifty feet long and seventy-five feet wide, 
with depth of water sufficient to pass steamboats and ves- 
sels drawing six feet of water; the canal to be supplied 
with water from Lake Michigan. 

* Second. ‘To enlarge the locks of the Erie, Oswego, and 
Champlain canals sufficiently to admit of the transit of gun- 
boats (iron-clad) from tide- water into the upper lakes, Lake 
Ontario and Lake Chaiuplain.”’ 

Now, upon this proposition the committee re- 
waark: 

* Assuming that this mode of defense ought to be adopted, 


And this done, having touched | 
the waters both east and west of Niagara Falls | 








itis not easy to perceive the object to be gained by con- | 


structing all of the works. 
lakes is established from the Mississippi river, and if that 
access can be made, as is claimed, adequate to vessels ot 
sufficient power, it is difficult to see what military neces- 
sity or apology there can be for establishing an access to 
the same lakes from the Auautic ocean also, Or, to put the 


case more strongly still, if $3,500,000 will secure access not | 


only to the upper lakes, but to Lake Ontario also, in agiven 
time, how can it be argued on military grounds that upwards 
of thirteen million dollars more should be expended to ob- 
tain access in a longer time to fhe upper lakes alone, ex- 
cluding Lake Ontario? If it be assumed that in case of war 
our danger will be from vessels sent across the Atlantic, the 
claim would seem to be still more bald that we shall need 
to introduce a flotilla by way of our western waters into 
that series of lakes, divided by Niagara Falls from the only 
injJand theater of naval operations accessible to foreign 
Powers.”” 


if one of the results of the rebellion shall be 
to plunge this country into a war with European 
Powers, nothing can be more plain than that the 
issue will be decided, one = or the other, be- 
fore these works can be completed. 

But, sir, England will never assail us with the 
dwarfish vessels which could pass through the 
series of canals connecting the ocean with the 
great lakes. lron-clad boats, one hundred and 
orty-two feet in length by twenty-six in breadth, 
cannot safely navigate the ocean. Upon this 
point the committee express their views in a pas- 
sage which I will read: 

“ With abundant supplies of timber fit for ship-building 
immediately at hand, is it reasonable to suppose that a wise 
and wary adversary would resort, in such a controversy, 
to dwarfish craft, to be convoyed across the ocean, and to 
clamber up fifty-six locks, only to be met at last, if they 
succeeded in reaching their destination, by superior antag- 
Onists? On the contrary, is not the presumption irresist- 
ible that vessels of great size and power weuld be con- 
structed at points easy of access by railway and otherwise, 
and that the steam machinery, cannon, and munitions, as 
well as the armor to render them impregnable, would be 
sent from England, as it could be at all seasons of the year? 

“In this way shot-proof vessels of any size could be rap- 
idly put afloat, and there would be no novelty in the pro- 
cess, and nothing impracticable in it. . 

* eonsul general of ue United States for the British 


If the proposed access to the | 
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North American Provinces, Joshua R. Giddings, Esq , in 


response to an inquiry from the committee, writes trom | 


Montreal, under date o! the &th December, 1862, as follows : 
‘1 know of no reason why iron-clad steamers may not be 
built at Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, and other 


ports. The Peerless was an iron steamer. Her parts were | 


sent over from Scotland, and set up at Toronto. Several 
other iron steamers bave been sent overand set up at Que 
bec; and [ do not see why the materials for an iron-clad 
steamer may not be sent over and the ship built at any ot 


these ports.’ ”? 

But let us imagine the experiment to be tried 
of dispatching small boats from England. Let 
us suppose they should outlive the r* of the 
sea; are we also to stultify ourselves by believing 
that they would enter the St. Lawrence rover and 
canals without opposition? 


them, not only in thetr passage across the ocean, 
but in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in the mouth 
of the river. Suppose they should reach the ca- 
nals around the rapids of the St. Lawrence; what 
then? These canals are seven in number, over- 
coming a rise of about two hundred and thirty 
feet in the entire distance between Quebec and 
Lake Ontario. One of them, the Beauharnois ca- 
nal, is situated on the south side of the St. Law- 
rence river, and within twenty miles of the north- 
ern boundary of the State of New York. It is 
eleven and a half miles in length, and embraces 
nine locks, varying in height from eight to eleven 
feet, making an aggregate rise of eighty-two and 
a half feet. 

The committee believe, and practical and scien- 
tific men who have been consulted upon the sub- 
ject believe, it would be a very simple matter to 
render that canal entirely useless in a single day 
orasingle night. For one hundred miles the river 
St. Lawrence is the dividing line between Canada 
and the United States. For most of the distance 
itis narrow, and its navigation, both natural and 
artificial, is exposed to sudden and easy destruc- 
tion. The States washed by the lakes contain a 
population of fourteen millions, Canada contains 
not much more than two millions. Say, if you 
please, that all these millions of people are unwill- 
ing or recreant, but depend upon it that the sons 
of New York will take care that the canals along 
her frontier will disappear in the same hour when 


| they are first used for vehicles bearing war and 


invasion into any portion of the Republic. 
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have such an armored gunboat ready for service en these 


| lakes in from four to six weeks after the arrival of the parts 


| prepared upon an existing vessel, 


Opportunity would | 
| be afforded to our squadrons to meet and crush 


destruction of a single lock would not only inun- | 


| date and render useless all the locks below it, but 


it would dislodge and undermine the foundations 
of the works. An obstruction of any considerable 
magnitude placed in the channel of a canal would 
of course arrest the use of all. 

But suppose they run the gauntlet of the seas 


and the ocean squadrons; suppose the canals are 


allleftcarefully undisturbed ; suppose they squeeze | 


through the hundred and forty-two feet of lock 
room on the Welland canal; what would be the 
fate of the pioneer, particularly, of this proces- 


sion going Indian file up into ship-covered Lake | 


Erie? One single vessel, of which there are hun- 
dreds, riding respectfully near to the locks, would 


receive her adventurous guest with a salutation | 


which, unless the head-gates and side walls had 
been iron-clad for the occasion, would welcome 


her ney marines “with bloody hands to | 


hospitable graves.”’ 


Let us take the case of boats only a hundred 
and forty-two feet long, actually and safely ele- 
vated into Lake Erie. They would be surrounded 
by a cloud of vessels superior in size and power. 
We have sixteen hundred and forty-three vessels 
of various descriptions on the lakes, as appears 
by the report of the board of lake underwriters 
for the year ending the 3lst of December, 1862. 


The marine of Canada is less than one third of | 
A portion of our vessels are pro- | 


that number. 
pellers, built of iron and strong enough to bear a 
heavy armament, They may also ‘be rendered 
invulnerable in a very short time by plating; and 
the authorities consulted by the committee have 
fixed the period within which that can be done 
at some tliree or four weeks. 

The head of the Bureau of Steam Engineering in 
the Navy Department in reply to a communica- 
tion of the committeg, speaking of the likelihood 
of England’s building iron boats on this side of 
the Atlantic, uses this language : 


the Illinois improvement at large. 


on the shore. The machinery would be of the simplest 
high pressure kind. ”’ 

This, it will be seen, includes putting up the 
entire vessel, and not merely putting plates already 
Looking to 
the promptness with which war vessels can now 


| be brought into existence, it is doubtful whether 


if the treaty stipulation to which I have referred 
were dissolved this day, a single gentleman could 
be found in this House who would affirm that we 
ought to expend a dollar in placing a naval arm- 
ament upon the lakes. It is true that much has oc» 
curred since the outbreak of this rebellion to impair 
the amicable relation existing between this coun- 
try and England; but the danger of a rupture is 
not s7imminent as to justify, in the opinion of the 
committee, and in the judgment of the country, 
any expenditures for the purpose of placing the 
lakes under our guns. 

Bat, sir, admitall that has been contended for by 
the friends of the measure, as to the necessity of 
attaining the object proposed. Can we attain ‘it 
by the means sought to a employed? I fear there 


| are matter-of-facts obstacles in the way of provid- 
| ing the navigation claimed to be so desirable. 


The committee have endeavered to show that 
so far as the Erie and Oswego ecahals are con- 
cerned, the supply of water would be inadequate 
for the purpose of a canal with the enlarged locks, 
and in the bill before the House a provision ts 
made for the supply of ‘* additional feeders.’’ Ad- 
ditional feeders! What part of the $3,500,000 
covers this portion of the work? No part. And 
yet the silence of the dogmatical sponsor for the 


| bill, as well as the bill itself, confesses the necea- 


sity for these costly structures. 
feeders to be located? 
obtained ? 


Where are the 
Where is the water to be 
Some of the attorneys or contractors 


| or watchers near at hand ought to have answered 


these pressing questions. 
Again, where is the reputation of the auditor 


| and State engineer of New York, as to the impos- 


sibility of passing through the prism of the canal, 
boats for which the proposed locks are designed? 
And again, where are the means pointed out to 


| strengthen the already weakened walls of the 


present locks, or to make them suffice? The State 
engineer of New York, on his official oath, bears 
testimony upon this point also. No witness ap- 
pears against him; but the best practical and sci- 
entific authority predicts results utterly destruct- 
ive, if the contemplated enlargement is permitted, 
Sut all this is ** whistled down the wind”’ with 
wholesale and overheated abuse. 

The overslaugh in the Hudson river thrusts in 
its scanty six feet to disarrange the plans of those 
who propose to go either in or out of the Erie ca- 
nal with the lightest draught of gunboats that any 
imagination has conceived. No note is made of 


| this, nor of the admission solemnly made in the 


original report of the Military Committee at the 
last session, that the Mississippi river affords but 
six feet of navigation where the Illinois comes in. 
Let Colonel Crane speak on this subjectand as to 
He says, in 
response to the Military Committee of the Senate: 

“In the report of the Military Committee of the House 
of Representatives, 1862, advocating the [linois route, ftis 
said, in reference to the scale of improvemeut for the flinots 
river: ‘ Nothing is to be gained by a greater depth of water 
than that of the Mississippi, from the mouth of the Ilinots 
to St. Louis, which may be stated, at low stages, as six feet, 


| a depth sufficient to allow the passage of gunboats light, 


which, with their armament and stores, draw from nine to 
ten feet of water.’ 

“The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New 
York city, advocating both the Illinois and New York 
routes, also contemplates a depth of seven feet and a draugit 
of the boat at six and a half feet, but says nothing about 
there being but six feeton the oversiaugh in the Hudson at 
ordinary flow of tide. 

“In the Hudson, then, for some six miles, and ia the 
Mississippi, between St. Louis and the mouth of the [li 


| nois, (thirty-three miles,) we shall be left scant, by one foot 


of water, for even such draught of boats as it is proposed 


| to improve the canals and Jocks and the Illinois river for 
| passing, at a cost of $16,846,824. 


“It is possible that in these places of the Mississippi and 
Hudson the gunboats could be buoyed up by attaching ad- 
jacent boats, so as to gain this foot. But this would be a 


| slow and expensive process, especially on the Missiasippi, 


“ There is no difficulty, however, in having all the ma- | 


chinery, and the eo of the iron hull, brought over sepa- 
rately and ready bent, shaped, and punched, to be set up 
on the shores of the lakes above Ontario. “It is possible to 


! 


where the current would be against us in ascending, but 
jess difficult on the Hudson, where the current of the tide 
would favor. But with such binderances, and the lengths 
of the voyages, one might reasonably ask for the length of 
time necessary for the gunboats to make the voyage from 
the mouths of the Delaware and Hudson, or from the Obie 
river through into the upper or dower lakes. ‘Time is an 


important element in this conrestion. 
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* A deepening of the canals to adapt them to this draught 
of six and a halt feet, requiring seven feet depth of water, 
the reconstruction of the locks, and the improvement of the 


rivers dmitting the latter practicable—cannot be accom 
plished, no matter how much money be appropriated, with 
out labor and withouttime. The time required for the com 
pletion of the improvements, before the first boat could 
reach the lake, is an element to be considered, especially 


in reference tothe military defense againat a Power which 
causes present solicitnde. This time cannot, with any pro 
priety, be put down less than five years, supposing we had 
all the money requisite in bank at the outset, and profound 
peace and labor at command, as of yore. 


In the report of the Military Committee before men- | 


tioned, upon the much-to-be-desired improvements of the 
I!linois river, Talso find that the depths of water on the bars 
in the upper portion of it were as follows in the months of 
1660; 

** In March, 6’ 5’; April, 3’ 5’; May, 2’ 7’; June, 1/1 
July, 2’ 3"; August, 2’; September, 1’ 8’; October, 1’ 8'; 
November, 2) 5"? This is avaluable record. The lowest 
stages here noticed were in September and October, giving 
only twenty inches of water. 

** The proposed plan of improvement is tantamount to add- 
ing, by artificial means, a prism of water of 5' 4’! depth to 
the river. ‘n order to insure at least seven feet depth at all 
times and at all places. It is proposed to maintain this ad 
ditional prism only by cross-dams—in the language of the 
report, as follows: * By seventree and crib dams, nine hun 


1M; 


dred feet long, and seven stone locks, three hundred and fifty 


fect iong, seventy feet wide; the banks being so elevated as 
to allow of the improvement of the river by locks and dams 
to render it navigable for vessels drawing six fect of water 
without overflowing them; dams and locks at a cost of 
$1,645,000.” - 

* The mode of constructing the dams with trees and cribs 
is good if cross-dams have to be constructed. But in the 
pian no provision seems to have been made to guard against 
the effects that might be expected in high stages of water. 
In June, 1844, I witnessed a rise to a height of eleven feet 
above its banks for miles in extent, where, in September, 
there was not over eighteen to twenty inches depth in the 
river. in the Bureau of Topographical Engineers there is 


and of the necessities of transportation of our sur- 


plus produce to the eastern sea-board, that there | 


is no commercial necessity for this measure. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Wiillthe gentleman let me 
give some figures? I will only take two minutes. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. 
| out of my time. 
| Mr.LOVEJOY. The House will give you that 
much more time. 


| Mr. WADSWORTH. Order, Mr. Speaker. 


Oh, no; it would be taken | 


TheSPEAKER, The gentleman from Illinois || 


| is not in order. 

menced, and when we had the Mississippi river, 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the Pennsylva- 

| nia Central railroad, the St. Lawrence, and the 

| railroads and canals of New York, there were 
ample means for the transportation of all the sur- 


|| plus produce of the West to the sea-board, with 


a map Of this river, made in 1854, under the authority of 


Colonel Long, foran extent of one hundred and fifty miles 
up fromits mouth, <A careful study of this map, together 
with the known circumstances of the fluctuations from ex 


treme low to extreme high water, and a knowledge of the || 
topography of its banks, will throw the careful engineer | 


upon the consideration of the question of making an entire 
new canal torthe whole extent of the river; in other words, 
of prolonging the Illinois and Michigan canal from its pres 
eit southern extremity to the Mississippi, before he would 
decide upon the final plan of iinprovement.”’ 

But the State of New York, she is to be the re- 
cipient of a golden boon. 
improved at the expense of somebody else. This 
is the specious case presented to her, and the votes 
of her Representatives have been solicited, and, 
perhaps, some of them have been secured by this 
view of the subject. If the canals of New York 
alone were provided for in the bill she might be 
shifting her burdens in part to other shoulders, 
But her canals are only a litle part of the work to 


tt 


Her canals are to be || 


bedone. The New York improvement is log-rolled | 


in to help and strengthen an expenditure more than 
fourtimesgreater than herown. The billappropri- 


ates $17,000,000 in round terms, of which New | 


York is to receive only $3,500,000. But it is sus- || 


| 


ceptible of demonstration that the State of New | 


York pays about one fourth of all the taxes raised 


by this Government, and then how will the ac- | 
count stand? Why, we shal! pay $4,250,000, and | 


we shall receive $3,500,000; and, of course, it is | 


So that we shall lose $750,000 by the operation. 
f this loss shall come, if the present vast appro- 


priation proves only an installment of an ae ae 


vaster sum; if disaster and peculation shall fo 
low in the train of a pernicious and selfish pro- 
ject fastened upon a confiding and sorrowing peo- 
ple, it will console me to remember that I raised 
my voice against it, even though by doing so I 
have exposed myself to malice and attack. And 
now, sir, in accordance with a promise, I yield 
the remainder of my time to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Trimsie. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. Mr. Speaker, I had desired 
more fully than | shall be able to do in the brief 
time allotted to me, to give to the House my opin- 
ions upon this subject. As a western man I feel 
a great deal of interest. in it; and must be permit- 
ted to state at the very outset that while other 
gentlemen are expressing surprise that opposition 
should be made to a measure of this sort, from 
any quarter, it strikes me as very remarkable that, 
in this great emergency, we should be devising 
modes of expending the money of the people in- 
stead of providing means to carry on this war for 
the protection and preservation of our Govern- 
ment. This measure was first proposed as a war 
measure, as a military necessity. 








I shall make | 


| an oceasional exception. As an evidence of this, 
|| I allude to a fact that is perfectly familiar to every 
business man in this country, as well as to pres- 
identsand directors of railroads and the shippers of 
produce; and that is, that all over the country, on 

| the lines of through and cross railroads and upon 
|| the canals agents and runners were to be seen so- 
|| liciting freight for these different routes; and so 


Mr. TRIMBLE. Sir, before this war com- | 


| great was the competition that every few months it | 


was announced that there was to be a railroad con- 
| vention in New York or Philadelphia or Cleveland 

or Cincinnati for the purpose of forming combi- 

nations and making arrangements by which the 

business of these roads could be carried on wrth- 
| out sacrifice to them. Now, sir, why was this 
| effort, this combination? What necessity was 
| there for sending these agents and runners all 
'| over the country to secure business if there was 
so much of it that they could not supply the de- 
| mand for transportation ? 
|| Mr. Speaker, it has been repeatedly announced 
|| upon this floor that this is a national measure. 
|| Sir, it has no more semblance of nationality about 
|| it than a proposition would have to enlarge the 
|| Miami canal, or any other canal in the western 
country, or the extension of any great line of rail- 
road connecting the West with the sea-board. 
| My time will not permit a full refutation of this 
| idea of nationality being attached to the New 

York canals, and more especially to this Illinois 
j} and Michigan canal. If these have been great 
| national thoroughfares, is it not very remarkable 
| that it was never discovered until now? If they 
| were so important to all sections of the country, 
| why was the burden of their construction imposed 
| upon State and individual enterprise? Sir, the 
| people of this country have never fully indorsed 
| the policy of nationalizing works of internal im- 
swrovement. Their development and execution 
oe been left to the demands of trade, and to 
State and individual enterprise. 

In reply to the sneering remark of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Ox1n] who sits before 


leans, I desire to state that, from a report now in 
my hand, made by Mr. Andrews, in 1854, to Mr. 
Guthrie, then Secretary of the Treasury, in ac- 
cordance with a resolution of the Senate in 1852, 
the domestic trade of the Mississippi was some 
twenty-five millions greater than that of the lakes. 

In 1852 the downward trade of the Mississippi 
was over one hundred and eight million dollars, 
while that of the New York canals, the New York 
railroads,and the St. Lawrence tide-water, reached 
only $66,000,000. It is true that since that time 
up to 1860, for reasons which my time will not 
permit me now to state, the increase of the lake 
trade has been greater than that of the Missis- 
sippi river; but when this rebellion broke out 
nearly three fourths of the trade of the southern 
half of Ohio, and probably more than that pro- 
portion of the trade of southern Indiana and Illi- 
nois, sought the channel of the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi. Western Virginia, the whole of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Missouri, and a portion of Jowa, have 
heretofore and must continue to seek the same 
channel. 

Any gentleman who doubts the accuracy of these 
statements can have an opp6rtunity, when [ shall 
have closed the few oman I shall be permitted to 





use of no arguments against such an assumption || make, of looking at the report. It is unnecessary 


as that. It has also been urged as a matter of 
commercial necessity. Sir, I state here upon my 


. knowledge of the buswess of the western country 


to magnify the importance of the great Missis- 
sippi river by detracting from that of other chan- 
nels of communication with the sea-board. Asa 


me, that not more than ten million dollars of the | 
produce of the West found a market at New Or- | 
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western man, my interest in an increase of facili. 
ties for the transportation of the surplus products 
of the West is equal to that of any other gentle. 
man; but | love my whole country more than I do 
any particular section of it; and now, when bank. 
ruptcy is staring us in the face, when we ought 
to be, if we are not, troubled about the means 
which we are to carry on this war, it is no time 
to embark in a grand system of internal improve. 
ment. 

Asa member of the old Whig party { approved 
the internal improvement policy of Mr. Clay at 
the time when the Mississippi river was the ouly 
outlet for our surplus breadstuffs, and the com- 
mon roads were the only channel of communica- 


| tion with the sea-board. The people of that coun- 


try were poor; the Government was able, and 
it seemed but just that at that particular period 
it should lend a helping hand in developing the 
resources of the mighty West. But, sir, that 
time has passed. No necessity exists now, either 
in time of peace or in time of war, for the Goy- 
ernment to assume the duty or labor of building 
railroads and canals for the convenience of the 
commerce and trade of the country. Sir, let me 
ask gentlemen why they did not three years ago 
bring forward this measure for enlarging the New 
York and Illinois canals? Is there a greater ne- 
cessity for it now than there was then? There 
may be temporarily; but if the country is to 
derive any advantage from these contemplated 
improvements, it certainly will not be until after 


| this war is terminated, when the blockade of 
| the Mississippi will be removed, and the Balti- 





more and Ohio railroad reopened. Sir, if this 
was a commercial necessity; if I believed, even, 
that it was a military necessity, and that a war 
between this country and England was imminent, 
I would not, when we have already a war upon 
our hands that demands all our energies, and all 
the resources of the country, engage in such an 
enterprise as this. 

I would like to know, Mr. Speaker, why it is 
that my friend from New York [Mr. Oxy] is so 
zealous an advocate of this measure. He says 
that New York began her internal improvements 
on a liberal policy, that the amount of freight 
transported over her canals for the West exceeds 
by fifteen times the amount of her own products. 
But where does it go? I ask that gentleman if he 
is not just as much interested in the great com- 


| mercial emporium of his State as he is in the ag- 


ricultural districts of the State, and if this canal 
was not built as much to direct trade to the city 
of New York as to afford the.people of the State 
facilities for getting their produce to market? Sir, 
he cannot have any more sympathy for the great 
State of Ohio and other States of the West than 


| IT have; and my opposition to this bill, he must 


permit me to say, is quite as consistentas his ad- 
vocacy of it, though he declares the benefits are to 
accrue chiefly to the West. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 


COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. BUFFINTON. I ask the gentleman to 
yield to me a moment for the purpose of having 
a bill taken from the Speaker’s table, and Senate 


| amendments concurred in. 


Mr. STEVENS. I yield for that purpose. 
The act to promote the efficiency of the com- 
missary department was taken from the Speaker’s 


| table, and the following amendments of the Sen- 


ate were concurred in. 


First amendment: 


In line two, strike out the words “ by regular promotion 
therein.” . 


Second amendment: 
In line three, after the words “ brigadier general,’’ insert 


| the words **to be selected from the subsistence depart- 


ment.”? 

Third amendment: 

After the word “subsistence,” insert the words “ by reg- 
ular promotion.” 

Mr. BUFFINTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendments were concurred 
in; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SHIP CANALS—AGAIN. 


Mr. STEVENS resumed the floor. 
Mr. DIVEN. lask the gentleman from Penn- 
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sylvania to allow me fifteen minutes of his time, | 


to explain the amendment which I offered. 
Mr. STEVENS. 1 will allow the gentleman 
ffieen minutes. 


Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Speaker, the primary object | 


of this measure, as presented to this Congress at 


its last session, was that it was a matter of mili- | 


tary defense. I suppose that the assumption of 


this undertaking on the part of the General Gov- | 


ernment, at a time like this, could only be justi- 


fed on the supposition that it was essential to the | 
military defense of the country. For commercial 
parposes no such undertaking could be entered | 
on. Atthe time it was presented it was urged || 


on the consideration of the national Legislature 
that there was imminent danger of a rupture with 
England; that by the terms of the treaty with 
England we were not permitted to place war ves- 
sels on the northern lakes separating the British 
dominions from the United States; that, by means 
of the canals already constructed along the St. 
Lawrence, Great Britain wouid be enabled to carry 
vessels from the Atlantic to the lakes, while we 
would have no such facilities to place ourselves 
on an equal footing with Great Britain. That, I 
submit, was the paramount ground on which this 
measure was urged on the consideration of Con- 
gress. Connected with it, it ig true, the friends of 
the measure urge its great Importance as a national 
commercial work, having an important bearing on 
the commercial interests of the country. Insti- 
gated, as 1 suppose, by a desire to promote the 
national defenses of the country, the Committee on 
Military Affairs reported a bill which provides for 
enlarging the locks of the New York canals so as 
to formaconnection between the Hudson river and 
Lakes Erie and Ontario; and also provides for mak- 
ing a connection between the Mississippi river at 
the mouth of the Illinois river and Lake Michigan 
at Chicago, thus affording the opportunity, as is 
contended, of bringing vessels of war from the 
Gulf of Mexico to Lake Michigan, and from New 
York to Lakes Erie and Ontario. 

Now, sir, | have several objections to this bill. 
In the first place, it assumes that the cost to the 
Government of enlarging the New York locks is 
to be $3,000,000. That amount is predicated 
solely on the estimate of the State engineer of 
New York, whom I believe to be a competent and 
careful engineer. The other project is estimated 
to cost $13,000,000 by engineers who are said to 
be skillful men. ‘The bill contemplates that after 
this Illinois canal isenlarged the Government shall 
become its owner and operator, thus increasing 
the patronage of the United States Government 
by the appointment of an army of lock-tenders, 
superintendents, and laborers. We of Pennsyl- 
vania and New York know what this canal pat- 
ronage is as a measure of State politics. We 
know how the State of New York have been con- 
trolled year after year by the canal patronage. 
The same thing became so objectionable in the 
State of Pennsylvania that she parted wkh her 
canal works. 

Now, I propose to accomplish the purpose of 
this bill by an amendment which [ introduced. 
Taking as correct the statement of New York as 
to the cost of making this enlargement, and taking 
as correct the statement of Illinois as to the cost 
of iinproving her canal, | propose that if the State 
of New York will enlarge her canals so that war 
vessels may pass up the Eiudson river to the lakes, 
and will give to the Government of the United 
States the right to use the canal, free of charge for 
military purposes, the Government will give to 
the State of New York the amount which it cost. 
In like manner I propose that when the State of 
Illinois shall have enlarged her canal and executed 
a license to the General Government for the use 
of it, the General Government shall pay the cost. 
If the estimates are right, then these States ought 
certainly to prefer this mode of construction. 

The State of New York can enlarge her canals 
cheaper than the General Government can. Her 
credit is better to-day than that of the General 
Government. She has it in her power, after this 
legislation shall have been had, to pledge, in ad- 
dition to her own credit, the credit that 1s agreed 
to be given to her by the General Government. 
In the bonds used for the enlargement of these 
canals, she can pledge the bonds which the Gen- 
eral Government guaranties to give her. The 
State of Illinois can do the same thing. It cannot 
be said that if these works can be constructed for 








the sums named there will be any difficulty in 
their being done by the States themselves. My 
amendment takes from the bill the objectionable 
feature of the Government becoming a great in- 
ternal improvement machine, working and oper- 
ating canalsand employing the operatives on them. 
I think my friend from Pennsylvania will testify 
that that has been one of the most corrupting ma- 
chines in his State. What objection can there be 
to having the work done in the manner that t have 
indicated? It will be better for the States ‘them- 
selves, for they will have refunded the cost of the 
work, and have all the increased revenues to be 
derived from it. 

Now, sir, while | say that the enlargement of 
the canals of the State of New York is, in a mili- 
tary point of view, a matter of great importance, 
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Sil 
vessels with masts and sails and side wheels, can 
be completed in less than two or three years. But 
if this war is to continue for that lenge: of ume 
itmatters but little what our expenditures are, and 
I Suppose it is upon that ground that this measure 


| is urged with so much pertinacity. 


= ¢ 


Sut the idea of constructing ¢ ship canal so that 


| armed vessels of war ean be brought around from 


| semblance or pretence of an argument. 


in enabling the Government to put the armed ves- | 


largement of the Illinois canal may afford protec- 
tion to the upper lakes, but will afford none to 


| sels of the Atlantic upon both lakes, while the en- || 


Lake Ontario, inasmuch as the enlargement of the | 


canals in the State of New York wil! accomplish || 
\| ocean. j 
| a boat that can come up the Mississippi river and 
| this proposed canal to Chieago will ever live to 


| get through to New York ? Or do you expect that 


the whole object in a military point of view; yet, 


| aS a mere matter of commercial importance, | am 


willing the Government should give $13,000,000 
to secure the connection of the waters of Lake 
Michigan with the Mississippi river, if it can be 
accomplished for that sum. The people of Illinois 
seem satisfied that it can be done for $13,000,000. 


If they can show that it can be so done, let them || 


do it, and I am willing to vote the money. 

In accordance with this view, as to the better 
mode of constructing these works, I have framed 
fhy amendment. In looking it over siice it was 
printed I discover that it requires a few verbal 
alterations, which I propose to make, and then 


the Mississippi river through the great chain of 
lakes to New York is the most preposterous sham 
ever put forth by anybody claiming to adopt the 
A canal 
six feet deep, up which vessels of war are to sail, 
and sail all the way from New Orleans, by St. 
Louis te New York! Is there a man here who 
is so litle acquainted with water, who lives so far 
from even a mill-pond that he cannot understand 
the folly of such a proposition? Every one knows 
that no vessel which can live an hour on one of 


| the lakes could get through any such canal. We 
| all know as a matter of history that there is far 


more danger, and thata vessel is much more likely 
to be swamped in navigating the lakes than the 
Will any gentleman say that he expects 


\| a vessel that can go up through the Erle canal to 


Lake Erie will ever live to get through the lakes 


|| to Chicago? It is an absurdity. No vessel draw- 


ing less than nine feet of water is safe to navigate 
the lakes. A vessel drawing only six fect could 
not live upon them for av hour. 

Will it be contended, then, that this is a war 
| measure? If itis to be a war measure, some gen- 


|| tlemen suggests that the first thing we do we had 


leave it, as amended, for the pleasure of the House. | 


Mr. STEVENS. As the practice seems to be 
to pass round fifteen minute speeches to gentle- 
men, I propose to occupy the attention of the 
House for that length of time. 

If, ten or fifteen years ago, the proposition 
had been seriously made in Congress to appro- 
priate for any purpose of internal improvement 
$50,000;000, or even half that amount, the whole 
country would have been startled; if at that time, 
when. running into debt was unpopular, such a 
yroposition had been made for the benefit of any 

tate it would have startled everybody and at- 
tracted general attention to it 

I will venture to say that no party that dared 
to advocate it would have ever survived it. But, 
sir, it has become so much the custom to give 
money by the million within the last two years, 
that the whole public mind has, to use a military 
term, become demoralized upon the subject of 
expenditures, while a little proposition for a pen- 
sion for some poor widow, or for some poor 
fellow whose leg has been amputated, will be 
passed over as unworthy of our attention; yet let 
a State ask for twenty or thirty or fifty million 
dollars, and the question at once rises to such 
a dignity that we cannot afford to reject it. But 
very few people will look at it as a matter of any 


'| there to put them together. 


| better take the Welland canal, and then we can 
send up boats instead of letting the enemy use it, 
No, sir; everybody knows that if a war should 
occur with Great Britain you would be obliged to 
| build your boats and ships of war on the shores of 
| the lakes or below by piecemeal, and send them 
This idea of sending 


'| them along these ditches is treating our judgment 


| with very little respect. 


|| Asacommercial thing it may possibly be use- 


| 


| 


importance, unless by refusing to vote a member | 
can grind an ax somewhere, or by a vote for it | 


he can get some old ax ground. Such is the habit 


of the human mind, and such is the effect every- | 


where when you familiarize the minds of men with 
these transactions. 


that carried off two thirds of its entire population, 
in which whole families, well in the morning, were 
found dead at night, it is said that at the first the 
whole cit 
minds of the people became familiar with the scenes 
of death, until the survivors danced, and fiddled, 
and enjoyed themsevies. Many of them gam- 
bled upon the dead bodies of their brethren, and 
thieves—very unlike what we are doing here— 
stole from the pockets of their dead comrades. It 
became a matter of every day’s occurrence, until 
it shocked nobody. Itis upon the same principle 
that now we are not atall shocked when a demand 
like this is made upon us, It startles nobody. 
Mr. Speaker, there have been various preten- 
sions urged for making this appropriation, and 
what enormity was ever practiced that some ex- 
cuse wasnotfound forit? We are told thatitisa 
war measure, 
it is a measure for the present war, must suppose 
that it has passed some time since, for nobody 


was shocked, but, little by little, the | 


Well, sir, they who really think || 


| ful, and I would be glad to see every commer- 
| cial advantage extended to the West and to the 
| East. I suppose from the interest my friend from 
| Massachusetts takes in it that it is to be extended 

eastward through the Hoosick tunnel to Boston and 
| Portland. [Laughter.] But, sir, if it is to be a 
| commercial operation merely, let me tell gentlemen 
| that the same difficulty occurs. As | said before 


|| no vessel can safely navigate the lakes drawing 


| less than nine feet of water, and therefore it fol- 
lows that no vessel coming up the Mississippi 
river and Illinois canal to Chicago could ever reach 
| Buffalo and New York. And if it could I cannot 
very well see how it would benefit Chicago or 
Buffalo or Albany. It might benefit New York, 
| and it might benefit the Illinois farmer; but as 
| there would be no transhipment the intermediate 
places like Buffalo and Albany would rather be 
injured than benefited. 

‘But, sir, it is to hold the Union together. Yes, 
sir, there can be no text taken here, not even a 
ship canal, that does not call forth the loftiest 
j 





strains of eloquence for the Union and the salva- 


tion of the Government. My friend from Illinois, 


|| [Mr. Kextioee,] who is always eloquent, was 
When a terrible plague was raging in Athens, | 


touchingly so when he reached this point to-day. 
| A canal save the Union! Mr. Speaker, if we do 
| not cease these extravagant expenditures, we may 
| reach a point that will drive all honest men out of 
i 





the Union. I amsure thatthe western gentleman 





|| doubtedly she is. 
|| her another grant of land for the purpose of en- 


from Illinois, [Mr. Ketioee,) and the learned 
gentleman from New York, |Mr. Onin,| have 
| found the best arguments for their side that they 
| could; and yet, sir, this is all of it! Could it be 
' worse? I think not. Illinois is a western State, 
| and of course she is entitled to be benefited. Un- 
If [had my way, I would give 


lightening Egypt, where we all know that there 
| is so much darkness. [Laughter.] 
(| Now, sir, | rernember that, when ten or twelve 

years ago | had the honor of a seat upon this floor, 
| we voted an immense donation of the public land 
| to build the Illinois Central railroad, the Hlinois 
and Mobile railroad, for a road from Illinois down 
| to Mobile, in Alabama. I remember, also, what 

I have seen published in regard to that road and 


supposes that a canal that is to float up armed |! the lands which were granted to it. 1 understand 
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that its unsold lands seli as high as sixteen dol- 
lars, and even as high as twenty-five dollars per 
acre. It is the richest company in the United 
States. Those lands have not only paid for the 
railroad, but they have made everybody con- 
nected with it enormously rich. Yet the gentle- 
man talks about benefiting Illinois. It is really 
distressing that we do not help Illinois. [Laugh- 


ter.] | have never refused to vote land to any of || 


these States, to vote them liberal donations of land; 
but there is such a thing as being too grasping, 
when there are demands made that no decent man 
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can vote for. itisso now. When there are these | 


demands, how is this House attempted to be af- 


fected? One man wants a nursery, another wants | 
to vote for an appropriation—as we would wish | 


in Pennsylvania—to buy horses. ([Laughter.] 
They cannot succeed singly, and so they go to- 
gether. When we put through this bill, we will 


have to pass others of a like extraordinary char- | 
acter. Y 
It is not really believed that this bill can pass. | 


It may be that matters have been so arranged that 
gentlemen may get twenty or thirty votes for it. 
i would be surprised if they got any more. No- 
body can believe that it will pass. When it is 
voted on it will be consigned to the tomb of the 
Capulets, never to be resurrected. 


Mr. Speaker, I have seen the time when New | 


York, a yvreat and glorious State, would have been 
ashamed to come to this body for help from the 


General Government for the enlargement of her | 


canals. Her Representatives would have blushed 
all over if any such thing had been proposed. But 
New York asks for it. Illinois asks for it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me say to the gentle- 
man that | have never seen the time when Penn- 
sylvania has been ashamed to ask. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. STEVENS. She has never asked the Gen- 


eral Government to help her in her great work of | 


internal improvement. She has crossed the Alle~ 
ghany mountains at an expense of $40,000,000. 
Let me ask whether she is to be taxed still more 
fur the purpose of helping New York to enlarge 
her canals? I do not doubt that Pennsylvania is 
as willing to receive favors as other States. But, 
sir, she has built her own great lines of commu- 
nication. There has not been a dollar given by 
the General Government. Her people are now 
laboring undera heavy debt in consequence of the 
expenditures she has made for those works. They | 
have to pay the interest on $40,000,000; and it was 
the other day that the interest on the public debt 
of that old Commonwealth was paid in coin. Last | 
year the owners of this canal in New York made 

$5,000,000. I suppose that they want to have this | 


$13,000,000 to make $9,000,000 next year. [have | 


occupied only a portion of my time, and I yield 
what I have left to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
V ALLANDIGHAM. | 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Speaker, 1 | 
have but a few words to say on this bill, I did 
not, in the beginning, propose to say anything; 
so litle attention, indeed, did 1 bestow upon the 
measure, that [ agreed to pair off with the gentle- 
man from Illinois, (Mr. Fouxe,) who is absent; 
but since I have observed the pertinacity with 
which this measure is pressed in and outside of 
the Llouse, and become satisfied of the combina- | 
tions which have been formed to carry it through, 
I have had myself relieved from that pair, and will | 
remain silent no longer. | 

Sir, this bill strikes a deadlier blow at the inter- | 
ests of eight States and five of the principal cities 
of this Union than any measure ever before pro- | 
posed in Congress. It is a proposition to take 
away the entire trade anda large part of the travel 
of the Mississippi and that vast country beyond 
nt, from the States of Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
New Jersey; and to divert that trade and that por- 
tion of travel in the direction of one single State, 
and for the benefit of one city alone—both already 
bleated with prosperity. It proposes to strike 
down the material interests of the cities of St. 
Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, Baltimore, and Phil- 
adelphia, for the benefit of New York, 

A Memepen. And Louisville. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Yes; and Louis- 
ville, too; and 1 may add Wheeling also. Thus 
making seven of the larger cities of the Union. | 
ic ia a measure desigued to give to one single line 


| Congress over every other. Sir, there are several 
| important channels of communication for trade 

and travel which nature or art has provided be- 

tween the Eastand the West. Yet deliberately and 
| pertinaciously this measure is pressed, though 
| its inevitable consequence is to divert the legiti- 
| mate trade and travel from al! of them except the 
| most costly and circuitous route by way of the 
northern lakes. 

Nor is thisall. The friends of this proposition 
are not satisfied with destroying or impairing the 
material interests of the several already established 
and most convenient and sufficient communica- 
tions south of that route, but in addition seek to 
compel the States and people whose interests are 
to be thus stricken down, to pay their full propor- 
| tion, and more, of the price of constructing the 
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| very work through the agency of which the mis- | 


| chief is to be accomplished. 


ing schemes at Albany are moderate and modest 
compared with it. Sir, Lagree with my colleague, 


| surprise ought rather to be expressed that such a 
| measure should be urged atall, or seriously, upon 


ined opposition. In fact, sir, itis only within the 
last twenty-four hours that anything like serious 
opposition, such as is justifiable and demanded, 
has been made. 

Sir, before the war in which we are now en- 
gaged broke out, sixty-four per cent. of the trade 
of Cincinnati was southward, a large part of itby 


cent. northwestward, and only twelve per cent. 
withthe East. Whatever remains of trade and tra- 
vel not connected with military affairs,except that 
with the Northwest, now necessarily is diverted 
eastward, at an immense loss to us. 


western portions of the Northwest has been very 
| greatly diminished; and yet it is now deliberately 
proposed to convert an accident of the war into a 
permanent diversion, and to compel us to contrib- 
ute to the price of our own injury. 

Sir, these considerations alone will control my 
| vote; and I, therefore, do not propose to review 
the constitutional argument upon this question; 
yet | must be permitted to express my surprise 
that gentlemen who claim to belong to the Demo- 


| cratic strict-construction school of politics should | 


be found supporting this measure. Certainly noth- 


Itis opposed to every 
line and letter of General Jackson’s veto of the 
Maysville road bill, in 1830, and I do not believe 
that any great statesman of this country ever ad- 
vocated any principle upon which this particular 
work, wholly within the State of Illinois, or the 
State of New York, is sought to be justified un- 
der the Constitution; no, not even John Quincy 
Adams, who is said once to have suggested the 
construction of ** light-houses in the sky.” 
Neither do | propose to consider the military 
argument. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Srevens] has answered that, and in a man- 
ner to which there can be not evenareply. Nor 


| will I discuss the political bearings of this ques- 
| tion. Leoncurin what was said by the gentleman 


from Indiana [Mr. Voornnees] yesterday, that it 
is nota tie of any value alone to hold together the 
union between the Westand the East. Along with 
justice and fairdealing, allowing to trade and travel 
their natural course, leaving us our several natural 
and artificial communications from the Missis- 
sippi river eastward as they now exist, according 
as interest or inclination may dictate, this, indeed, 
might form one of the bonds which would bind 





us together. Butit is as the smallest cord, to be 
snapped in an instant, when its sole purpose and 
effect are to take away travel and trade from us, 
and direct them to those who are already enriched 
at our expense, and when at the same time it taxes 
us to pay the cost of the mischief, 

Sir, our lines of communication eastward are 
already established, and they are abundantly suffi- 
cient for our wants. Sooner or later, very soon, 
I think, the navigation of the Mississippi will in 
peace be opened to us; and we cannot consent 


| thatall the throagh trade,and much of the through 


travel following it, of that great river, that inland 


of communication between the West and the East || sea, and of the vast country beyond it, shall be 
a decided and controlling preference by the act of || diverted from us, and nothing left us except the 


| the House, than that it should meet with determ- | 


Never was a more | 
offensive or monstrous proposition urged in Con- | 
gress or in any State Legislature. The plunder- | 


{Mr. TaimBie,} who spoke a little while ago, that || 


the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; twenty-four pef | 


But in fact || 
the whole trade and travel of the central and south- || 


ing in any platform of the Democratic party | 
| gives it any countenance. 
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' local travel and trade of our own States; and even 
that made to seek cross-communications north. 
ward to reach the main and controliing channe| 
Sir, wready much of the business of the central 
and southern portions of Llinois, Indiana, Ohio 
Pennsylvania, and the other States whose inter. 
ests are sacrificed by this measure, has been forced 
in that direction, and carried to New York at the 
expense of Louisville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, Bal. 
timore, and Philadelphia, and of the railroads and 

| canals of New Jersey. We have borne this pa- 
tiently, so far, as a ‘* military necessity ;’’ but jt 

| is quite too much to ask us to submit to it forever 
in peace, and pay the cost of the work besides, 

Sir, this country and the House present at this 
moment the most extraordinary spectacle ever 
exhibited. Here is but one among the man 
schemes for the appropriation of many millions 
of dollars, all similar in character to this. Noth. 
ing is too monstrous to find entrance here. It ig 
| one of the saddest signs of the times; one of the 
| most mournful evidences of the ruin of the coun- 
try. Itis the old story of shipwreck, when pas- 
sengers and crew, in the recklessness of despair, 
| break into the steward’s room to plunder or de- 
stroy whatever is most valuable. 

Sir, L have spoken of this measure as though 
it were materially tg advance the interests of the 
State and city of New York. © But, in fact, it will 
benefit only the contractors concerned in it, for 
every man here must know that the work will never 
be completed. Why, then, this enormous in- 
debtedness at a moment when the Governmentis 
forced to rely upon its own promissory notes to 
meet its ordinary expenditures day by day, and 
to tax most onerously to pay the interest upon its 
existing public debt and maintain its credit? 

Sir, | know well that there exists a thorough 
organization to consummate the passage of this 
measure, and that the ‘* dumb eloquence of num- 
bers’? may prevail against all argument; but I 
trust that at least the members from the great 
States and cities which Ihave named will be found 
united as one man against it. 

I propose to yield now to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. vee) 

Mr. CUTLER. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. STEVENS. I must claim the floor, as the 
time of the gentleman from Ohio has expired, or 
nearly so. 

Mr. PORTER. [ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania to yield to me a few momenis. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will do so. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. Is it not competent for any gen- 
tleman entitled to the floor to yield it to whoso- 
ever he pleases? 

The SPEAKER. He can do it only by unan- 
imous consent, unless it be for personal explana- 
tion. 

Mr. PORTER. I trust the gentleman from IIli- 
nois will not be so illiberal as to object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. How long does the gen- 
tleman desire to speak ? 

Mr. PORTER. Not more than fifteen minutes. 

Mr.WASHBURNE. Lwithdraw my objection. 

Mr. PORTER. Ishould not say one word upon 
the question before the House after the very able 
discussion in opposition to the bill, were it not 
that I wish to enter my solemn protest, as a Rep- 
resentative of Indiana, against its passage. The 
pretext upon which the bill was originally urged— 
that it was a necessary war measure—has been 
dismissed. The able and exhaustive report of the 
gentleman from New York has so completely put 
down that argument that the only answer to the 
report which has been attempted is in the curt 
and seemingly uncivil words of the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Oxin,] used for want, as I 
must believe, of argument—that the report is ‘‘a 
tissue of misrepresentations and misstatements.”’ 
It is, indeed, singularly true that since that report 
has been made we have not heard the bill urged 
by its friends upon the ground of its being a need- 
ful military measure. They have not been will- 
ing to risk that offense against the good sense of 
the House. 

The only argument upon which it is now just- 
ified is that of commercial necessity; that it will 
be of advantage to New York and New England, 
and tend to develop the material resources of the 
West. Sir, it would have been more fitting to 
speak these honeyed words about the West when 














ie. UL 








n- 


nd 


m 


le 
or 


~~ we © 








1863. 


= eStats 


a voice from the West, and not from a mere local 
interest there, had demanded the passage of such 


a measure. The West, in this hour, when the 


THE 
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accumulating burdens of a great national debt are || 


bearing so heavily upon her, and her agricultural 


and commercial interests are so nearly prostrate, | 


jas no treasure to furnish for enterprises like this, 


She wants all the treasures which she contributes | 


to the nation well husbanded for the suppression 


of the rebellion, and especially for opening to her | 


the accustomed outlet for her agricultural produc- 


| The country is familiar with them. 


for local improvements in New York and Illinois; 
States, sir, that have heretofore more lavishly en- 
joyed the bounty of the General Government than 
any other two States. It would be endless to re- 


count the appropriations which have been made 


to or directly inured to the benefit of New York, 
Look, too, at 


Illinois. The most munificent grants of public 


| lands that have ever been made to any State have 


been made to her. Look at her great Central 


| railroad, extending fram Cairo to Chicago, with 


tions through the channel of the Mississippi river; || 


and any diversion of the public moneys at this | 


critical period to great schemes of internal im- 
provement she regards as so much detracted from 
this object, and the forerunner of immeasurable 
calamity to her. 

Sir, it has been well said that for the last twenty 
years, whenour Treasury has, indeed, been full to 
overflowing, no proposition like the one present- 
ed by this bill has been made to the Congress of 
the United States. Repeatedly has the Democratic 
party gone before the country with the inscription 
upon tts banners of opposition to a gigantic sys- 


tem of internal improvements, and repeatedly has 


it triumphed upon that issue. But now, sir, in 
this period of our national calamity, when we are 
threatened with national bankruptcy, without the 
subject ever having been discassed before the peo- 
ple; withouta suspicion on their part that we were 
about to enter upon a greatsystem of internal im- 
provements, we are asked to pass this measure, 
pledging us, under whatever sharp disguises it 
may be concealed, toan expenditure for a river 


and canal wholly within the State of [llinoi8, and || 


othercanals wholly within the State of New York, 
of not less than $50,000,000. And, sir, what is 
to follow? Sir, this bill is the first fruit of a com- 
bination, the faint outcroppings only of which we 
have yet seen. It is, sir, but 
‘*The baby figure of the giant mass 
Of things to come at large.”’ 

Sir, look over your files and see what proposi- 

tions are now before this House for which appro- 


priations will be sought with the same earnestness || 
as for the one under discussion. There is a prop- | 
osition to construct an air-line railroad between | 
Washingtonand New York;a proposition to con- || 


struct a metropolitan railroad between Wasling- 
ton and the Point of Rocks; a proposition to con- 
structthe 
Connellsville; a proposition to constructa railroad 


from Louisville to Knoxville, Tennessee; a prop- | 


osition to construct a railroad in Missouri; and a 
proposition to construct a railroad and telegraph 


in Kansas; and I know not how many others of a | 


similar kind. 


I say if these measures were to be passed, the | 


credit of the Government would become so pros- 
trate that its bonds would not sell in the market 
for ten cents on the dollar. 

Last session the measure before the House had 
very little strength. 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Arnon] 
was pressing with his customary zeal and impa- 
tience a part of the present measure as an inde- 


pendent bill—that relating to we Lilinois river and | 


the Illinois and Michigan canal—-and was insist- 
ing upon the previous question, and on keeping 


outamendments. Thegentleman from New York, || 


(Mr. Oxry,} in language which did not reach the 


reporters, but was heard by many in this quarter || 


of the House, signified to him, after the defeat of 
the bill,in very warm terms, that he had got what 


he deserved. But now we find that bill wedded ts | 
the proposition for the improvement of New York | 
canals, and the newly wedded pair have no fonder 


friend than the gentleman from New York; and 
I do not doubt that he is a sincere one. And he 


now asks us all, as a patriotic duty, to rejoice at | 
the nuptials and furnish a queenly dowry. Shiv, | 


some of us have constituents too poorly endowed 
with this world’s goods to yield to the seductive 
Invitation, 

No, sir; this bill aims a blow at the State which 
I, in part, represent, and others of the western 
States. 1 would like to illustrate ‘it, as I surely 
could were I not limited under the stern arrange- 
ment to which I have to submit, to the space of 
fifteen minutes. The gentleman from Ohio, who 
has just taken his seat, has, however, clearly ex- 


hibited it, and spared me the necessity. It is | 


Sonnellsville road from Cumberland to | 


1 remember perfectly well | 
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sir, that in some of the western States we are not 


a branch from Centralia to Galena, a road con- | 
structed almost entir®ly on the credit of lands | 


thus granted and of means derived from their 


sales; the longest line, | believe, under the con- | 


| trol of one company, in the Union, or, perhaps, 
_ in the world. 


And now, sir, notwithstanding this munificent 


liberality of the Government, and notwithstand- 
|| ing her State bonds to-day sell for more in the 


| market than the bonds of the United States, her | 


|| Representatives—I will not say herself—ask that 


| own local improvements ? 


| Representatives, to vote against this bill. 
| cheerfully do I comply with the request. Indiana | 
| does not desire its passage; and let me tell you 


| a river which rises and terminates on her own 


soil, and a canal which begins and terminates on 


. . ~ | 
her soil, shall be improved by the General Govern- 


altogether free from internal dissension, and | be- 
seech gentlemen who are inclined to impose enor- 
mous additional burdens of this kind upon the 
people to pause at the threshold. 

L believe that the wholesome sense of this 
House, often so much better than our apprehen- 
sions, will condemn this bill as a most unfit ove 
at the present hour, and will abstain from running 
us Into any system of expenditure not directly 
tending to strengthen the Gowrnment in the pros- 
ecution of the war. 1 believe that we will spare 
the overburdened any unnecessary new burdens, 


' - 
| and doallin our power to strengthen and confirm 


| the ties that bind together the loyal States. 
| if this shall be the policy no State will be more 


And 


liberal hereafter, as none has been heretofore, of 
her blood and treasure, to put down armed resist- 


| ance tothe Government than the State of Indiana. 


Mr. WASHBURNE Mr. Speaker, L did not 


intend to trouble the House with any remarks 


| upon this bill, but the debate to-day upon it has 
\| been of such an extraordinary character, that I 


mentat an expense of, they profess, $13,000,000, | 


but which will exceed, in the event, more than 
twice that amount. Sir, cannot New York and 
Illinois take upon themselves the burden of their 
At least can they not 
postpone their exactions till the Government can 
retrieve its credit, and the people of the West be 


relieved from the burdens and impoverishment | 


which now so grievously distress them? 
Sir, the great danger in our way in the prose- 


| cution of the war is the destruction, before it shall 


reach a successful result, of the public credit. You 
know—who does not, indeed, feel—that the phys- 
ical power of the Government, sufficiently long 


| exerted, is adequate to suppress the rebellion. 


If, sir, we fail, what will be written as the cause 
of that failure? A disregard of that rigorous econ- 
omy which watches every item of public expend- 


iture and regards no sum as too small to be saved; | 
| a diversion of the public revenues to foreign ends 
/ and wild enterprises; a consequent depreciation 
| of our bonds and notes till they become valueless, | 


aml the whole system of paper securities bursts 
asa bubble. And yet, with these facts plain as 
the sun, we are invoked to enter upon a gigantic 
system of internal improvements which the peo- 
ple feared to undertake in the midst of peace and 
prosperity, which must involve usin almost count- 
less millions of expenditure, and, by prostrating 
public credit in the dust, bring the war to an ig- 
nominious close and leave the Union @ wreck. 


Mr. Speaker, the States of Indiana and Ohio | 


well understand the grave import of such meas- 
ures, and hence, sir, with almost entire unanim- 
ity, instructed their Senators, and requested their 


Full 


that she will give an interpretation to it very dif- 


| ferent from that of its advocates upon this floor. 


She will regard its passage as an indication of 
distrust of your ability to reopen the Mississippi 
river, and that you are therefore alone seeking to 
make an artificial and circuitous channel for agri- 
cultural prodactions of the West. 

Sir, we are not prepared for thisexpenditure. Our 
burdens are now almost greater than we can bear. 


riched by this war. You are wealthier now than 


| when the war commenced; while the agricultural 


and commercial interests of Indiana have been al- 
most destroyed by it; yet we have borne the bur- 
dens of the war patiently, and we have sent one 
hundred and ten thousand troops to the field to 
support the banners of the Union. 
wheat does rise in New York twenty cents on the 
bushel? It does not follow that with us it rises 
one cent. Our natural outlets being blockaded, 
we are at the mercy of monopolies. 
overwhelmed as we are with present burdens, | 
tell you that our people will not bear new ones pa- 
tiently. [speak itin sorrow. You will find in my 
State if this and similar bills shall pass, and we 
embark the Government in a wild and profligate 
system of expenditure for objects unnecessary 
and foreign to the prosecution of the war, too few 
less than a majority, under the influence of those 


enough to say here that this is a proposition in || who know so well how to excite alarm, may be- 


effect,to embark in an oxpenditure of $50,000,000 || gin to turn their eyes another way. 


You know, 


Whatthough | 


And, sir, | 





| stantial defense against hostile aggression. 
| river St. Lawrence and its associated lakes extend 








il 
! 


I 


i 


| gress. 


would deem myself recreant to every duty | owe 
to my constituents, and it a crime to the people 
of the Northwest, whom IL in part represent, did 
I not speak here in their behalf. Sir, the gentle- 
man who has just taken his seat, (Mr. Ponrer,} 
and the gentleman who preceded him, {Mr. Vat- 
LANDIGHAM,] have spoken of this as an ‘‘extraor- 
dinary measure.”? I can say, Mr. Speaker, that 
the hostility which has been developed in this 
Hall to this great national and military project 


| and to the interests of the great Northwest, ts 


of the most extraordinary character that | have 
ever witnessed during my term of service in Con- 
Sir, it is no less than an indication onthe 
part of members here of a disposition to refuse 
to eight million people what those eight mil- 
lions have always conceded to other parts of the 
Union. We have come here and asked Congress, 
as an act of common justice and common right, 
to do for us what we have helped im all time to 
do for other parts of the country, in which we 
have all had a common interest. 

Sir, | have been astonished at the line of argu- 
ment that gentlemen have pursued. I will not say 
that they have intentionally misrepresented any- 
thing, but I will say that, in my judgment, they 
have not stated fairly in one single instance the 
provisions and objects of this bill, [It is, sir, in 


|| the first place,a great military measure and mili- 


tary necessity. 1 ask gentlemen to reflect fora 
moment on the present condition of the northwest- 
ern lakes. ‘They are to-day without any sub- 
The 


nearly three thousand miles, alongerdistance than 
that between Europe and America, The coast 
lines of these lakes are five thousand miles in 
extent, a greater distance than itis from Maine 
to Florida, and with a commerce estimated at 


| $400,000,000, nearly twice the external commerce 


of the country, floated by nearly fifteen hundred 
vessels. Every suggestion of statesmanship and 
of patriotism requires that we should provide every 
means in our power to protect this gigantic public 
interest. It is as necessary to control and defend 
this commerce and the people of the North westas 
itis to defend your harbors on your sea-coast, 
for which we have appropriated untold milltons, 


| And when we come here and ask Congress, asa 
You of New England and New York have been en- || military measure, to enlarge our channels of com- 
| munication so that in case of need that vast border 


| may be defended, how are we met by gentlemen 


from Pennsylvania and from other quarters? 

Sir, we all know that, under an existing treaty, 
we can keep no naval force upon the lakes; and 
if a war should break out with Great Britain, as 
it may do any day, every city upon those lakes 
would be exposed to the attacks which England 
might make upon us. Buffalo, Detroit, Cleve- 
land, and the queen city of the lakes, Chicago, 
and in fact all the towns and cities of the lakes, 
would be left entirely exposed to a certain destruc- 
tion by a hostile foe. We ask this, therefore, as 
a military measure; and is it an unreasonable re- 
quest?) Was the speech of the chairman of the 


| Committee of Ways and Means such a speech as 


might have been expected from the great leader 
of the House? Was it a statesmanlike speech, a 
broad and comprehensive discussion of a question 
of great and paramount interest, or was it only a 
sores of jibes aud leers nnd insulting allusions to 
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my section of the country, at which all laughed, 
as always all do when he says anything funny? 
I ulways feel it a duty myself to laugh at just the 
point in the gentleman’s speech where the ** ga- 
zelle comes in.’’ The gentleman did not seem to 
consider the interest that we in the Northwest 
have in this measure, independent of its military 
bearings. He would turn a deaf ear to the peo- 
ple of the Northwest. He does not seem to know 
what the people of my State are suffering to-day. 
He does not know shat the avenues of communi- 
cation to a market are so blocked up that it takes 
five bushels of corn to get one bushel of corn to 
market, so enormously and outrageously have the 
present channels taxed the transportation of our 
products. 


partof which it is taking from the pockets of the 
agricu!turists of the Northwest. Does he not 
know that, besides affording our people a defense 
against hostive attacks, this proposed work would 


add untold wealth to the country; that it will | 


closely unite the upper Mississippi and St. Law- 
rence? The area of the former is nearly one hun- 
dred thousand square miles, and having a con- 
tinuous steamboat navigation of nearly eight 
thousand miles. 

I have been amazed to find gentlemen from Ohio 
and Indiana opposing this bill, keeping out of 
view the stupendous incidental advantages which 
the enlargement of these canals would bring to the 


what, if | were to vote against this measure, I 
should expect from my constituents. When | 
should go among that hospitable and intelligent 


so many long years, and where L have ever been 
welcomed by so much cordiality and kindness, 
they would say to me, “ are you the man whom 
we have voted for to representus in Congress for 
twelve years, and who has recently turned up in 


the House of Representatives to war against all | 


our interests? Are you the man who voted against 
the great northwestern lakes being protected by 
the enlargement of the canals to admit gunboats, 
and incidentally to give us farmers a better outlet 
for our products, saving us fifteen or twenty cents 
on every bushel of wheat we raise, which now 
goes into the pockets of the great railroad monop- 
olists and extortioners?) Are you the represent- 
ative of western interests, as well as the interests 
of the whole country; the representative of the 
men who earn their bread by the sweat of their 
brows, who voted against the ship canal bill, and 
thus said that our interests were not worthy to 
be protected?’’ Sir, how could I answer such 
questions to a constituent whose interests I had 
betrayed? Every farmer in Illinois, and every 
farmer in the northern part of Indiana and in 
the northern part of Ohio, in factin all the North- 
west, works one month in the year for the bene- 
fit of those great monopolies which come here 
through their affiliations endeavoring to defeat this 
great measure for the national defense and for the 
general welfare. Sir, in behalf of the laboring 
masses, 1 enter my protest against this opposi- 
tion. I want todeal fairly with every portion of the 
country,as I have ever dealt with Pennsylvania. 
Have — for the last ten years voted for every 
tariff which that insatiate State has asked for, and 
by which her wealth has been so largely increased ? 
And | did soin a national and libere| spirit, because 
I believed that | was promoting thereby the gen- 
eral interests of the country while 1 promoted the 
particular interests of that State. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hicx- 
MAN] inquired yesterday, with great aflected earn- 
estness, whether there was any member here in 
favor of this bill. Why did he not inquire, with 
the same earnesiness, whether there wasany mem- 
ber here in favor of the fortification bill, which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens] has 
reported, and which appropriates more than seven 
million dollars for fortifications, some three hun- 
dred thousand dollars of which is to be expended 
in the gentleman’s [Mr. Hickman’s] own district? 
We of the Northwest expect to vote for that bill; 
and we ask members from the Atlantic States, 
which have been drawing on us from the start, 
to deal with us as they expect us to deal by them. 

Mr. HICKMAN, The gentleman from Ulinois 
scems to suppose that some part of the appropri- 


3ut he did understand that a great mo- || 
nopoly in his own State, the Pennsylvania Cen- | 
tral railroad, is earning $10,000,000 a year,a good | 
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ations for fortifications is to be expended in my | 


district. Thatis a mistake. I am not aware that 
there are any fortifications in my district, or that 
any are contemplated. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. There is a fortification | 


down by the Delaware somewhere. 
Mr. HICKMAN. My districtis not Delaware. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. It makes no particular 


| difference whether this fortification is in the gen- 


tleman’s district. It is very near to his district, 
and is for the protection of his State and his con- 
stituents, just as these gunboats would be for the 
protection of the State of [linois and other States 
bordering on the lakes. | had expected to vote for 


| these fortifications, and I ask the gentleman to 
come up ina spirit of common fairness and do the | 
same for the protection of my constituents and the | 


people of that part of the country. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means says that this is alla ‘*sham.’’ That is 
the language in which the honorable leader of the 


House characterizes this great measure, which is 


of more interest and importance to my constitu- 


measure that has ever been before Congress. He 


“panne there is a difference of opinion between the 


1onorable gentleman from Pennsylvaniaand other | 


distinguished ehgineers and scientific men. What 
does Captain Ericsson say in a letter written by 


| him last April on the subject? I will read here his 
great farming interests of their districts. 1 will not || 
undertake to speak for them; but I will tell you | 


letter, which I find in an official document of this 
Heuse. 
New Yorks, 4 pril 14, 1862. 


Sir: After full consideration of the subject of your in- | 


guiry, I have to state thatan impregnable iron vessel two 


; le their Guneid oe |} hundred feet long and twenty-five feet wide, constructed 
people, and sitdown by their firesides, as [ have for | Ou the general plan of the Monitor, will have sufficient 


buoyancy to carry a shot-proof iron turret carrying a gun 
of fifteen-inch caliber, with a ball of four hundred and 
fifty pounds, and capable of destroying any hostile vessel 
that could be put on the lakes. Without coal, ammuni- 
tion, and stores, such a vessel will draw six fect six inches, 
and measure cighteen feet in height, from bottom of keel 
to top of turret. Before going into action, a certain quan- 
tity of ballast, in addition to coal, ammunition, and stores, 
will be put on board, in order to attain what may be termed 
the fighting draught of eight feet. 


Yours, very respectfully, J. ERICSSON. 


Sir, this is what a man says who has full know!l- 
edge of the subject on which he speaks. And 
what force can the random assertions of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania have in face of what 
ioe Ericsson says? 

And what is the testimony of Colonel Webster, 
that distinguished engineer and soldier whom my 
friend from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] did not seem 
to know Yesterday? I wasastonished at that, for 
I thought the gentleman was somewhat familiar 
with the noble and patriotic men who had gone 
out from the West to fight the battles of this coun- 
try. I thought he knew Colonel Webster, a grad- 
uate of West Point, a distinguished engineer, and 
asoldier, who went into the field at the commence- 
ment of the rebellion, and has since served with 
distinguished gallantry on every occasion. Here 
is what Colonel Webster says in his report: 

** Not only can vessels be built which will answer these 
conditions, but a fleetof them already exists. Acting Rear 
Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding Mississippi squadron, 
in answer to my inquiries ov this subject, says that ‘a canal 
and locks of the dimensions contemplated will pass neariy 
every large light draught gunboat we liave in the Navy, or 
that would be built for lake or sea service.’ ‘Any vessel 
drawing cight feet can be lightened to six and a lialf feet, 
by taking out her battery, coal, and stores.’ He then names 
several boats, of both the river and sea-going classes, which 
could pass throngh the canal, adding, * and some fifty vessels 
of their class.’ This, I take it, is satisfactory on this point, 


about which some good friends of the project had enter- 
tained doubts.” 


Mr. HOLMAN. IL knew there was a distin- 
guished officer named Colonel Webster in the mil- 
itary service of the country; but | never realized 
the fact fora moment that he would be withdrawn 
from the field to gosurveying for the Illinois Canal 
Company. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The report of Colonel 
Websier, which is an official decument of the 
House, was made by him when in the field at 
Jackson, Tennessee. He has made this statement, 
and I challege iis contradiction by any man who 
knows anything on the subject. ; 

My colleage, (Me. Keitzuoge,} reminds me of 
another circumstance. In a conversation with the 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy in regard to the 
enlargement of the Lilinois canal, he said that with 
a depth of water of six feet in the Illinois and 


| Government will be no loser in the end. 


| his remarks just made. 
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Michigan canal, gunboats could be brought from 
the Mississippi river up to the lakes, which would 
be a perfect security against all attacks there, and 
which would save to the Government vast am unty 
for the building of fortifications on the lakes. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srp. 
vens] asks with an air of triumph, why under. 
take this work now as a military work? Lethim 
answer why have we undertaken other great 1njjj- 
tary works in other parts of the country? Why 
undertake your immense fortifications which ean. 
not be completed for years, and the building of an 
immense navy, the ships of which are not wanted 
for putting down the rebellion, but to enable ys 
hereafter to be prepared for all comers? I have 
been utterly astonished at the misrepresentations 
ofthis measure. Gentlemen speak of this asa tax 
of $50,000,000 on the Treasury of the United 
States. They ought to know better than this, 


| There is no such thing in the bill that we have 
| before us. The bill only provides for the issuing 


of the bonds, so far as the Illinois canal is coy. 


| cerned, for $13,300,000, every cent of the amount 
ents and to the people of the Northwest than any | 


of which the canal will repay. What do gentle- 


| men mean by this extravagant talk of $50,000,000, 
calls ita sham, and says that no gunboats could || 


getthrough these canals to the lakes. Sir, on that || 


when there is no such thing in the bill? It pro- 
vides for the transfer of the canal to the Govern- 
ment. Illinois, with a liberality which I under- 
take to say has never been paralleled in the his- 
tory of the country, comes forward now in that 
spirit of patriotism which has ever distinguished 
her history, and says to the Government, ‘ if 
you will give us your bonds for this amount, we 
will make a sai ten the passage of your gun- 
boat¢, and will repay every cent, while you shall 
have the benefit of the improvement for all time.” 
Where is the man that can fairly object to such 
a proposition as that? The earnings of our [Ili- 
nois canal will be sufficient to pay the interest and 
make asinking fund to pay off the principal. The 
lt in 
fact only lends its credit. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Porter] un- 
wittingly said what he did not mean to say in 
He was speaking of the 
effect of the present condition of things upon the 
western farmers, upon his constituents, and upon 
mine; that whenever the price of wheat rises in 
the New York market the freights on the rail- 
roads over which it has to be brought rise toa 
corresponding extent. 

Mr. PORTER. I will tell the gentleman why. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I cannot yield to the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. PORTER. Just for a moment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Well, 1 will give the 
gentleman a minute of my time. 

Mr. PORTER. I said this, that the price of 
wheat and the price of corn in New York did not 
now determine the price in Indiana, as in ordinary 
times; thatthe Mississippi river, when open, is the 
regulator of the prices of those products by pre- 
venting a too heavy tariff of rates for transporta- 
tion eastward. I said that I therefore wished to 
see the means of the Government expended upon 
the opening of that river, and not diverted to stu- 
pendous schemes of internal improvement. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. But does not my friend 
see that the opening of this canal will bring about 
the same result as the opening of the Mississippi 
river? The gentleman unwittingly said what was 
true. He stated truly the astounding outrages 
that are perpetrated upon the farmers of L!linois 
and Indiana by these railroad monopolies; and one 
of the first beneficial effects of this great improve- 
ment will be to break up that monopoly and give 
our farmers cheaper freights. 

Mr. PORTER. When we have opened the 
Mississippi river that monopoly will cease; there- 
fore | want to apply all the means of the Gov- 
ernment to a speedy accomplishment of that task, 
and not be compelled to wait five years or more 
for the completion of these canals, nor to under- 
take them at all at the expense of the General 
Government. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I say to the gentleman 
that the Mississippi river must and will 5 opened, 
and speedily. ye that it will be opened, be- 
cause there are eighty thousand troops there from 
the gentleman’s State, and from my State, and 
from Ohio, lowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, 
under the lead of the brave and unconquerable 
Grant. He will ** move upon the enemy ’s works”’ 
and Vicksburg shall soon be ours; and while he 
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is opening the Mississippi we will here open up | 

these channels of communication and defense east, 

and then there shall be a general jubilee among 
° $9 

all the ** hard-fisted farmers”’ of the West. ' 

The gentleman told us what might be done if 
this bill passed. Well, sir, I will not undertake 
to say what might be done if this bill passes, but 
I say to him that there is not a disloyal feel- 
ing in my State which is going to rebel because 
Congress happened to pass some measure which 
a portion of the people did not like. 

Mr. PORTER. he gentleman must not mis- 
state what I said. What I did say was that 
this bill wasa link in a chain of gigantic schemes, 
which, if they were all put in operation by this 
Congress, would have the effect of so increasing 
the load of the national debt that it might incline 
too many of our people, to my regret, in this tur- 
bulent period, to turn their eyes some other way. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 will not misrepresent 
the gentleman. I say that the people of Illinois | 
will not revolt if Congress pass this or any other | 
measure. They willcling to the Union, under all | 
circumstances, as the ark of their covenant and || 
their salvation, now and forever. [Applause in | 
the galleries. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like the House to 
listen for a moment to some statistics to which I 
desire to call their attention in regard to this North- | 
west of ours that we are all so proud of, not only 
because it is the Northwest, but because it is nil 
part of our glorious Union. What, sir, is its posi- | 
tion in the relation of feeding the world? Look at || 
the total of the domestic exports of the country | 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1862. How 
great were they, I ask gentlemen? Let each man 
answer in his own mind, and then compare fhat 
answer with the result which | will state. Here | 
it is: | 
Total domestic exports for the year ending June 30, 1862, ex- 

cluding specic......secccccsescecces ceses o G18! 875,988 || 


| 
} 
| 


Breadstuffs and provisions......esees+e++ + ++ G122,321 629 
Spirits, Brain ...ececevveesecscccscesscvacesceseesGeosl | 

$122,650,043 || 
Add to this total domestic exports to Canada.. $11,750,069 | 








Making total proceeds of cereal crop......$133,400,112 | 


Now be it observed, Mr. Speaker, that almost | 
all of this amount is invested abroad in articles || 
and merchandise paying a duty of not less than | 
os Gg ercent. It will, therefore, be per- || 
ceived that the sum returned through customs to || 
our Treasury is not less than $33,000,000. || 

And I ask gentlemen to look at other and fur- || 
ther figures on this subject, and consider the vast- | 
ness of the interest which has a right to demand | 
protection at our hands. Look at the products of | 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, | 
Wisconsin, lowa, and Minnesota, (with a popu- || 
lation of about nine millions,) as shown by official || 
tables for the year 1859: 


Bushels. | 
Wheat...... ccccccccccccccccccccccsccscccsccs G4 2Ud 02 | 
CMR sc nctesodienn casts s.06n5n0.40hes ZoGectauhceeeen | 
Pe ccktcokusbiccahceccovatethctecsieatiancs Sie 
GPG ss Abivbssbvctaanh iasicsccheseieeuhes OMENS 


Look at the amount of four hundred million 
bushels of corn raised in one year, and then say 
ifit be not corn that is king. 

These, sir, are facts that cannot be controverted 
on this floer or elsewhere. This isa measure of 
vital importance not only as a national measure, 
but it is also of most overwhelming importance, 
incidentally, as a protection to the farmers of the 
West. And Iam glad, I am rejoiced that the State 
of Illinois stands here to-day a unit. Notwith- 
standing the lecture which was read to my Dem- 
ocratic colleagues by the leader of the other side 
of the House—I mean the gentleman from the 
Dayton district of Ohio, [Mr. VattanpigHam]— 
our Democratic friends from that State have stood 
firmly with us on this side from the first. And 
I desire here especially to compliment the Repre- 
sentative of the extreme southern district of the 
State—from Egypt—[Mr. At.en,] for he repre- 
sents one extreme of the State and I the other. 
Both of us come here indorsed by about thirteen 
thousand majority in our respective districts. He | 
represents that portion of the State which would | 
derive least benefit from the construction of a | 
work of this description, and yet he has been one | 
of its most steadfast and earnest supporters, be- | 
lieving the measure to be identified with the pros- |! 


perity of the whole State and the whole coun- 
try. 

Mr. Speaker, as a great deal hasbeen said about 
what the Government has done for Illinois, let me 
say that Illinois has never received one dime from 
this Government that she has not repaid and more 
than repaid. She has not only repaid it in dol- 
lars and cents, but she has more than repaid it in 
the patriotism and blood of her noble sons, so 


many of whom have laid down their lives as vic- | 


tims of this accursed rebellion. Yes, sir, while 
Pennsylvania is now drafting to fill up her quota 
of troops, Illinois, a State that has been insulted 
by a Representative from Pennsylvania to-day, 
has already in the field, without the necessity of 
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resorting to any conscription, ten thousand more | 


than her quota of soldiers. Yet she has received 
none of the benefits of war. Pennsy!vania has 
had to draft, notwithstanding her $50,000,000 of 
Government contracts in Philadelphia alone, and 
untold millions in Pittsburg and all over the State. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. Let me tell the gentleman 
there has been no draft in Pittsburg. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I did not say there had 


been a draft in Pittsburg. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. The gentleman referred | 


to Pittsburg. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [I said that untold mil- 
lions had been expended in Government contracts 
in Pittsburg and Philadelphia, and that, notwith- 
standing all these Government favors, Pennsyl- 
yania had to resort to a draft to secure to the 
Government her quota of troops, while Illinois, 
without the stimulus of Government contracts, 


| had gone ahead of her allotment by ten thousand 
| men. Illinois, sir, has had very few contracts || 
from the Government. She has not had to have || 


her patriotism stimulated by ‘* horse contracts.”’ | 


[Laughter. ] 

Now, sir, [ am aware that there has been a good 
deal of jealousy existing between the two great 
States of New York and Pennsylvania; but | did 


not think the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


and Means would manifest it out so plainly as he 
has done to-day. 
who said that “ambition breaks the ties of blood 
and forgets the obligations of gratitude.’’ Sir, 
would he not, if he had lived in this day and been 
listening to the speech of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, have said that jealousy ‘* breaks the ties 
of blood and forgets the obligations of gratitude ?”’ 

I am not going to speak about this New York 
part of the bill. The members from New York, 
who are its real friends, and not those who are its 
false friends, can speak for that State. I willonly 


I think it was Lord Stowell | 


say, that I consider the work as much a matter of | 
military importance to have the New York canal | 


so enlarged that gunboats can pass through it to | 


defend Buffalo, Erie, Chicago, and other places 


‘on the lakes, as the enlargement of the Illinois 


and Michigan canal. I consider it of the same 
importance in that respect, added to the incidental 


advantage which it would be to the people of the || 


North west to have that canal so enlarged that their | 
products might pass through it to the markets of 


the world at reasonable rates for freight. 
I will trouble the House but a moment longer. 


speak at all on this question. It was only when 


I saw the bold, concerted, and insidious attacks || 
upon the bill, | thought that it was imperatively || 


demanded by the duty which I owed to my con- 
stituents to raise my humble voice in defense of 


| their interests and the interests of the nation in 


this regard. I thought it was due to them to ask 


| an American Congress not to forget that there was 


a Northwest. Although this House may have 


forgotten it; although the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means does not know it; 


although the Speaker of this House does not seem | 


to know it; yet, sir, there is a greatand growing 
Northwest, whose voice must and will be heard 
sooner or later. The Speakersurely could not have 
known it; he did not know that there were eight 
million people in the Northwest, to whom he 


did not give a single representative on the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means, which shapes all the 


important legislation touching their interests on | 
| thatcommittee; New England has two, New York 


two, Pennsylvania and New Jersey two, yet the 
great Northwest, with eight million inhabitants 
has not one. Surely, I say, the Speaker could 
not have known that there was a Northwest. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman from Illi- | 


815 


—— ee 


nois is doing great injustice to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Hor TON, ] who is on the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido not include Ohio 
ih the States to which | have referred. Tf allude 
to the States of Lilinois, Lowa, Indiana, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. “hey have not a 
member on the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I bee the gentle- 
man’s pardon. He must not leave Ohio out. She 
is the first-born, the empire State of the North- 
west. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The Northwest has 
leaped a great distance since Ohio was born. It 
has leaped the barriers of the Rocky mountains, 
and now kisses the waves which wash the golden 
shores of the Pacific seas. What | have stated 
I have uttered in no spirit of personal complaint. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Speaker, it 

| ought to be stated, is not in the Flall. 

Mrs WASHBURNE. I do not say what I 
have said in any spirit of captiousness or com- 
plaint. T have no personal complaints to make of 
the Speaker; but I only call attention to the facts. 

| Does it not seem that the Northwest has been 
overslaughed in making up these committees? 
That’s all. 

The Northwest is not alone interested in this 
measure. The whole country is interested in its 
defense,and New England and the East are deeply 
interested in its incidental advantages, Look to 

| the vast amount of our products. New York is 
interested in it also, Let me say that lam proud 
| to see New England come up to the support of 
this measure; and I trust when the final vote is 
taken that there will not be a single vote against 
us from that quarter. The statistics show that 
New England raises only breadstuffs enough to 
feed her population for three weeks in the year. 
I want to furnish her with the surplus she is obliged 
| to have, and I want to furnish it at the cheapest 
possible rate. We invite New England men to 
go with us and makea channel through which our 
commerce will pass without paying an Algerine 
tribute to the present contracted channels which 
are grinding the face of the poor by the amount 
which they are putting every day upon freights. 
We want the handiwork of New England, and 
they want our breadstuffs. The people of the 
West are an agricultural people. They are tillers 
| of the soil, and the result of their labors is seen in 
| the almost fabulous amounts of breadstyffs we 
raise and send to market. We want to furnish 
breadstufts to New England and New York. The 
statistics show that New York raises breadstuffs 
enough only to feed her population for four months 
in the year. Pennsylvania raises about enough, 
and Ohio only three and a half million bushels of 
wheat surplus Are not these facts and figures 
to be pondered? Do you wish to subject the toil- 


. 


ing millions of the East and the West to an eter- 
nal tribute to monopolies which eat out their sub- 
stance? If you do then refuse to open this chan- 
nel ofcommunication. Refuse to detend our towns 
and cities. Let the West know that. Let her 
know that she is to have no defense for Buffalo, 


| Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, and 
I have already stated that I had not intended to || 


Erie, and that we are not to have the incidental 
| advantages which that great national work would 
offer by letting through our products ata reason- 
able rate. 

Now, sir, I trust that we may have a vote. We 
| have listened to seven speeches against this bill 
in succession. I hope the House will not refuse 
to second the demand for the previous question, 
|| and let us have a vote atonce. I believe that it 
| is due that we shall have a vote now. I appeal 
to the fairness and magnanimity of the House 
after this discussion to give ws the question, As 
my colleague [Mr. Keiioae] has said, if we are 
|| to be beaten let it be done now, and do not kill 
| the bill by inches. There has been allowed a fall 

and fair consideration of the measure. Its oppo- 
nents have been heard toa greater extent than its 
friends. If a great act of public justice is to be 

refused; if the national welfare is to be denied a 
| just consideration at the hands of this House, let 

the blow fallat once. I now demand the previous 

question. 
Mr. SEGAR, by unanimous consent, was per- 
mitted to print remarks which he would have sub- 
'| mitted if he had obtained the floor. 
[Mr. Secar’s remarks will be published in the 
i) Appendix.) 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. WALKER I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Elouse to make an explanation personal to 
myself 

There was no objec tion. 

Mr. WALKER 
Globe of this morning the following, in the speech 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wick- 
LIFFE:] 

Tread with regret an account of the proceedings, par- 
ticularly the letter of a Mr. Auvasa Walker. ‘He was sick 
of the Union.’”’ 

That is a mistake; what IT did say was this: * 1 
am sick of so much cant about the Union.” I 


further said; “I am for-the Union with all my | 


heart and soul.’’? That letter has been sent here 
for the purpose, I suppose, of prejudicing amem- 
ber from Massachusetts. It was published there 


to bolster up the People’s party, which, like Jo- 
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Mr. Speaker, t find in the 


following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 
An act (H.R. No. 610) making appropriations 


for the support of the Army for the year ending | 


the 30th of June, 1864, and fora deficiency for the 
signal service for the year ending June 30, 1863; 


An act (H. R. No. 636) concerning the district 


courts of the Territory of Washington; 


An act (H. R. No. 720) to make the State of | 


Wisconsin a part of the ninth judicial circuit; 


An act (S. No. 127) for the relief of Isaac Van- | 


derpoel; 
Anact (H. R. No. 665) making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 


ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1864; | 


Joint resolution (S. No. 118) to confirm the ad- 


verse decision of the Court of Claims in the case | 
of R. A. Clements, administrator of James N., | 


|| Mallicon; 


nah’s gourd, sprang up and perished in ong night. | 
It was the only capital it had in the campaign; it | 
was the capital on which they failed, and I sub- | 


mit that it ought now to be retired. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, | 


I desire to say a word. What my colleague calls 
a party was not strictly such, 
loyai men of great diversities of opinion, for the 
support of the Union and Constitution, and op- 


It was a union of 


Joint resolution (S. No. 122) to confirm the ad- | 


verse decision of the Court of Claims in the case 


| of Alexander D. Anderson, administrator of John 


Anderson; 
Joint resolution (S. No. 120) to confirm the ad- 
verse decision of the Court of Claims in the case 


| of David D. Mitchell; and 


posed to the extreme views of the State adminis- || 
tration. The vote against that administration was 
enlarged from thirty-one thousand to fifty-four 


thousand, 
in the cold. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. When I first read the pro- | 


ceedings of this convention, assembled at Wor- 
cester in 1857, for the purpose of dissolving this 
Union, I did not know who Amasa Walker was, 
normuch did I care. Isaw he wasan abolition- 
ist and in favor of a dissolution of the Union. I 
only quoted substantially the important part of 


the letter; and I will ask the privilege of having | 


it read in full by the Clerk. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Corrax in 
the chair.) It can only be read by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. The letter will speak for 
itself, and I will read it myself, as objection is 
made. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I wish to 
say, in relation to my colleague from Massachu- 
setts, that I believe him to be entirely loyal, and 
that he always has been. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to any further 
proceedings of this kind. If 1 had supposed any- 
thing of this kind would arise out of this expla- 
nation, | would not have yielded in the first in- 
stance, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I was upon the floor, and 
am still entitled to it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Illinois was upon the floor, and yielded tem- 
porarily, and he has the right to resume the floor 
whenever he chooses. 

Mr. COX. [rise toa point of order. The 
gentleman from Kentucky was upon the floor by 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I] supposed | was. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. He was upon 
the floor by the consent of the gentleman from 
Lilinois, who had moved the previous question. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I did not ask his [Mr. 
Wasunurne’s}] consent, but the consent of the 
House. I knew I should not get his consent. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the point of order. 

Mr. STEVENS. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois intend to get a vote upon this measure 
to-night? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I want to get a vote 
to-night, I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
is not going to fillibuster. 
Mr, PENDLETON. 

nays upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I hope the gentleman 


Il call for the yeas and 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found weuly enrolled bills and resolutions of the 


One more such gain would lay it out | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Joint resolution (S. No. 121) to confirm the ad- 
| verse decision of the Court of Claims in the case || 


of John Hicks, executor of Isaac Hicks. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ifthe main question can 
be ordered, and an hour fixed when the vote shall! 
be taken on Monday, we will consent to an ad- 
journment. [Cries of ‘* Let us agree to that,”’ 
and - No fre “ No dag 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Delegate 


from Nevada [Mr. Crapitesaven] requests the || 
Chair to put the question to the House, if he can 


have leave to print a speech. 
No objection was made, and leave was granted. 
[Mr. CrapLesaven’s speech will be published 
in the Appendix.] 
The question was then taken; and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 64, nays 62; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William Allen, Ancona, Babbitt, Baily, | 
Biddle, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, William G. | 
Brown, Calvert, Clements, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, || 
Roscoe Conkling, Covode, Cox, Crisfield, Crittenden, Cut- |! 


ler, Dunn, Edgerton, Grider, Hall, Harrison, Hickman, Hol- 
man, Johnson, Kelley, Kerrigan, Law, Lazear, McKnight, 
MePherson, Matiory, May, Maynard, Menzies, Mitchell, 
Moorbead, Justin 8. Morrill, Morris, Noble, Norton, Odell, 
Pendleton, Timothy G. Phelps, Porter, Price, Alexander 
H. Riee, Shanks, Shellabarger, Shiel, William G. Steele, 
Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Trimble, Vallandigham, Verree, Wadsworth, Whaley, 
Wickliffe, and Worcester—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Alley, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Baffinton, Chamber- 
lain, Clark, Colfax, Conway, Dawes, Diven, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Samuel C. Fessenden, ‘Thomas A. D. 
Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Granger, Haight, 
Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kuapp, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars- 


| ton, Olin, Pike, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Robinson, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
i 
' 
| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


Edward U1. Rollins, Sargent, Segar, Sheflield, Sherman, 


Sloan. Smith, Spaulding, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, | 


Van Wyck, Voorhees, Walker, Ward, Washburne, Albert 
8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff—62. 


So the House (at a quarter before five o’clock, 
p. m.) adjourned. 
IN SENATE. 
Monpar, February 9, 1863. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sonpervanp. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || P 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, | 


communicating, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d instant, information as to what 
regiments have not been patd up to the 31st of Au- 
gust, 1862; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of the 5th instant, information relative to 


what part of the compensation paid to collectors | 


of customs in certain districts is derived from fees, 
and what part from storage; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Interior, 
recommending an appropriation of $2,449 96 to 
be paid to H.H. Joues and H. M.C. Brown, the 


BE. 


: February 9. 





| balance due them as compensation for their wie. 

vices in the execution of a contract with the {p. 
dian department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented the credentials of 
Hon. Bensamin F. Wane, elected by the Legis. 
lature of Ohio a Senator from that Strate for the 
| term of six years from the 4th of March nexi; 

which were read, and ordered to be placed on file 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HARRIS presented resolutions of the As. 
sembly of the State of New York in favor of a 
reduction of the daties on imported printing pa- 
per; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finanee. 
|| He also presented resolutions of the Ass mbly 
| of the State of New York in favor of a genera! 

bankrupt law; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of ship-own- 

ers of New York, praying that the publication of 
| the charts of the Coast Survey and the Nautical 

Almanac may be extended so as to provide for 

the publication of all necessary charts and books 
| of sailing directions; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of merchants and 

ankers of. New York praying that legal tender 
| notes may be made receivable for custom-house 
|| duties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 
|| He alse presented additional papers in support 
|| of the claim of the heirs of Joshua Chamberlain; 
which were referred to the Committee on Revo- 
| lutionary Claims. 
| Healso presented a memorial of Thomas Ainge 
|| Dewyr, presenting a scheme of finance for the 
| support of the Government and the regulation of 

the national currency; which was referred to the 
|| Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL presented the memorial of 
| George W. Kendall, of New York, and Otis Kim- 
| ball and Augustus Arnold, of Bath, Maine, pray- 
| ing for the issue of an American register to the 
steamship Karnak; which was referred to the 
|| Committee on Commerce. 
|| Mr. NESMITH presented the memorial of H. 
| R. Crosbie, praying to be reimbursed for expenses 
incurred in behalf of the Government in connec- 
tion with the disputed northwestern boundary 
| line between Great Britain and the United States; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


| 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| 
| 





Mr. LANE, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whom the 
| subject was referred, submitted a report, accom- 
| panied by a bill (S. No. 509) to provide for the 
organization of a signal corps, to serve during the 
present war. The bill was read,and passed to a 
|| second reading; and the report was ordered to be 
|| printed. 
|| Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Com- 
|| merece, to whom was referred the memorial of B. 
| C. Bailey, praying for remuneration for damages 

sustained by him in the seizure of the ship Argo, 
| submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
|| 510) for the relief of B. C. Bailey. The bill was 
|| read, and passed to a second reading; and the re- 
| port was ordered to be printed. 

} Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the memorial of Mrs. 
|| Mary Ann Henry, of Pennsylvania, widow of the 
late Captain Henry Henry, of the United States 
} Navy, praying for the passage of an act allowing 
| hera pension at the rate of fifty dollars per month, 
from the death of her husband, on the 26th of 
July, 1858, reported adversely thereon. 

|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the bill (S. No. 497) for the relief of 
|| Sarah F. Berryman, reported adversely thereon. 
| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| 





| was referred the bill (H. R. No. 724) to amend 

/an act entitled “An act to grant pensions, ap- 

| proved July 14, 1862,”’ reported adversely thereon. 

1 Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the 

|| Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 

| to whom the subject was referred, reported a bill 
(S. No. 511) for enrolling and calling out the na- 
tional forces, and for other purposes; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. GRIMES. Theselect committee appointed 
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by the Senate to investigate the subject of Army | 
transportation, under resolutions adopted on the 
924 and 23d of December last, have instructed 
me to report in writing. I move that the report 
and accompanying papers be printed, and that 
the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. 
The motions were agreed to. 


OVERLAND MAIL. 

Mr. LATHAM submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the necessity of 


granting preémption rights for stations to the Overland Mail 
Cowpany. ; 


SALES OF GOVERNMENT COTTON. 
Mr. WADE submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested | 
to communicate to the Senate the amount of Government | 


cotton sold is New York since the blockade of the southern 


ports, the times when such sales were made, by and to | 
whom sold, the amount of commissions paid, to whom paid, | 


and the expenses of storage ; also, the names of all persons 
in any way interested in such sales. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Erneripes, its Clerk, announced that the | 


Speaker of the House of Representatives had 
sizued the following enrolled bills; which there- 
upon received the signature of the Vice President: 
A bill (GH. R. No. 658) to promote the efficiency 
of the commissary department; and 
A bill (HI. R. No. 265) to authorize the Court of 


Claims of the United States to hear and determine 


the claim of the heirs of Stephen Johnston, de- | 


ceased, 
M. MERCIER’S VISIT TO RICHMOND. 
Mr. GRIMES, I offer a resolution of inquiry, 


to which I suppose there will be no objection; and 
if there be none, Ll ask that it may be considered 
now: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate, if not ineompatible 
with the public interests, the character of the suggestions 


made by the Seeretary of State of the United States to M. | 


Mercier, the representative of the Emperor of the French 
to this Government, as narrated in his communication to 
M. Thouvenel, under date of the 13th of April last, which 
induced M. Mercier to undertake his mission to Richmond 


in that month, and what representations, if any, he was au- | 


thorized to make from this Government, or from the Secre- 
tary of State, to the confederate authorities. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. LATHAM asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
515) to disapprove of the twenty-sixth section of 
the act of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Nevada, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous cen- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
513) to raise additional soldiers for the service of 
the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. SUMNER. AsTI may desire to offer this 
bill as an amendment to a bill that is now pending 
before the Senate, I move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HIGHWAYS IN WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Mr. GRIMES. There was a sort of under- 
standing on Saturday that at half past twelve 
o’clock to-day the Senate would proceed to the 
consideration of business relating to the District 
of Columbia: I therefore move that the Senate 
postpone all prior orders and proceed to the con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 337. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Atone o’clock I shall make 
& motion to postpone this and all other business 
in order to take up the bill in reference to a na- 
uonal currency. I shall not interfere with the 
Senator before that time. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 


|| the chair.) The question is on the motion of the 


Senator from lowa. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
337) extending the time for carrying into effect 
the provisions of the third section of the act en- 
titled “An act relating to highways in the county 
of Washington and District of Columbia,” ap- 
proved May 3, 1862, was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The period named in the 
third section of the act relating to highways in the 


county of Washington and District of Columbia, | 


approved May 38, 1862, requiring that the roads 
designated in that section shall be surveyed, plat- 
ted, and recorded, within one year from the pas- 
sage of that act, is by this bill to be extended to 
three years; and the levy court of Washington 
county is to cause the survey, platting, and re- 
cording of such roads, in each year, as it may 
deem proper and necessary; but they are ail to be 
so surveyed, platted, and recorded, within the 
period of three years. The bill also provides that 
the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, may fill any vacancy that may liere- 
after occur in the levy court. 

Mr. GRIMES. | move to add the following, as 
an additional section to the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That the President shati have 
power to remove any justice of the peace in the District 
of Columbia, whenever, in his judgment, public interest or 
duty shall require it. 

Mr. CARLILE. 
on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GRIMES. [ offer this amendment on the 
suggestion and at the request of the Attorney 
General. Hestated to me that there was no doubt 
now as to the power of the President to thus re- 
move a justice of the peace; but to putit beyond 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


all cavil or controversy, he would prefer that such | 


an amendment should be appended to some bill. 
The necessity has been developed during the last 
twelve months. 
peace, I am informed, has become a very exten- 
sive dealer in lotiery tickets. Such a man as that 
ought not to remain in the position he occupies; 
and the President of the United States ought to 


For instance, one justice of the | 
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dred years ago, are in force to-day. 


ant principle, plactng it in the 


New Senies.....No. 59. 


found a man why 
serving on the 


» did. When L first commenced 
Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia | endeavored to inform myself as to the 
condition of the laws here. 1 went toa lawyer 
and secured the law books, and they went back 
as far as 1637, when the General Assembly of the 
Colony of Maryland was assembled at St. Mary’s, 
below here. I found that some of the laws that 
were In force as early as that, more than two hun- 
W hether 
there may not be some such law as that on the 
Maryland statute-book l am not prepare d to say. 
I do not know of any law of the United States to 
that effect. I do not think that Congress has ever 
passed any such law. There may have been a law 
of that description in force in Maryland before that 
State cedk d the District of ¢ Solumbia to the United 
States. It has been proposed to me to amend the 
amendment so that the President of the United 
States may be authorized to remove the justices 
with the consent of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Itis competent 
for the Senator to so modify his own amendment, 
and it is so modified 

Mr. CARLILE. This involves a very import- 
power of the ap- 
pointing power to remove a judicial officer. The 
principle we started upon in this country was that 
the judiciary should be rendered a 


as possible. 


3 ands pendent 
of Virginia, and L pre- 
sume also in the State of Maryland, there are laws 
by which any justice of the peas e, guilty of im- 


In the State 


proper conduct or malfeasance in office, can be 
| presented by a grand jury, indicted, tried, and 


ousted from his office. luanderstand, further, that 


| the juslices of the peace appointed for this Dis- 


trict are appointed for the term of two years, and 
at this time there is not more than one justice of 
the peace in the District of Columbia, unless the 


| Senate has—which it may have done, as | have 


have (if he has not now, though | suppose he || 
. | 


really has,) authority to remove him. [t is con- 
trary to public policy and good morals that a man 
carrying on such a profession should remain a 
magistrate. [donot know whether it be the fact 
that any magistrate is engaged in that business; 
but I am so told, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to ask the 
Senator from lowa if he knows of any single State 
where the Governor, upon his own mere will, can 
remove any judicial officer? 

Mr. GRIMES. 
they have the authority to remove magistrates, 
ana he other States magistrates can be tried by an 
impeachment. It can hardly be supposed that we 
would enter upon the impeachment of one of these 
officers. That is the only way now, unless the 
President has the authority to remove him under 


|| Sent to us; perhaps a few mor 


Il know of some States where | 


the laws as they now exist, by which we can get | 


rid of an improper magistrate. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


Senator that we might confer the power on other | 
tribunals; we might confer it on the courts. If | 


this man has violated the law by having a lottery 
office, indict him in one of the courts, and that 


would vacate the office as a matter of course. | 


You mightconfer the power either upon the courts 
or upon any of the city authorities. 

Mr. GRIMES. | used this case of the lottery 
dealer as an illustration. I do not know that there 
is an 
though I have been told so. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from 
lowa allow me to ask him whether, according to 
the laws that now exist in this District, a justice 
of the peace cannot be indicted for malfeasance in 


office, and, upon conviction, be removed by the | 


court? I think that is the provision of the law now, 
Mr. GRIMES. | do not know what the laws 
of the District of Columbia are; and I have never 


man engaged in that kind of business, | 


| not been present at an exer ulive session re cently 


—confirmed the appointments recently sent in by 
the President. 

Mr. GRIMES. Howis that? 

Mr. CARLILE. The commission of every 
justice of the peace in this District, with the ex- 
ception of probably one, has expired. 

Mr.GRIMES. I can inform the Senator that 


| there are not less than eighty justices of the peace 


in this District—that is my impression—at this 
lume. 


Mr. CARLILE. 
inations sent in? 


Mr. GRIMES. 


Have there not been renom- 


There are, I think, twenty 
. There are about 
one hundred justices in this District. 

Mr. CARLILE. I take it that the laws of 
Maryland on this subject are in force in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Unless there has been some 
change by act of Congress, they are certainly sull 
in force here; and | am informed by the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Kennepy] that the same 
law is in force in Maryland that we have in 


| Virginia authorizing the trial, by the courts, of 


1 will suggest to the || 


charges against justices of the peace, and their re- 
moval by the courts in the event that the charges 
are sustained. 1 am opposed to putting the jus- 
tices of the peace at the will and pleasure of the 
President, hable to be removed at any time. I do 
not pretend to say that the power would be exer- 
cised in any but proper cases by the present Ex- 
ecutive, but it is a power that J would lodge with 
po man, The Executive may consider that the 
public interests may require that there be no jus- 
tice of the peace in the District of Columbia, that 
there shall be really no civil administration of 
justice here, and that this people shall be entirely 
under the control of a military force and a mili- 
tary jurisdiction. 

I trust that the amendment may not be adopted. 
If there is any legislation necessary to get rid of 


| an improper officer, or a justice of the peace who 


is a dealer in lottery tickets, it is a very easy mat- 
ter for the committee of which the Senator from 
lowa is at the head to introduce a bill here, and 


| it can be passed at any moment, conferring such 


a power on the courts of the District; or, instead 
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of having the term of office of the justices limited i sent of the Senate. 


to two years, let them hold it at the pleasure of 

the t; change the term. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I think the Senator from 
nia is mistaken when he says that the re- 

' | of a judicial officer by the Executive is an 


nm } 
lresiden 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Chair hears none. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


° ‘ i} 
vation on the practice of the Government. 


\\ Vir. Fillmore was President of the United 


,and Mr. Crittenden was his Attorney Gen- | ( 
|} the District of Columbia, was considered as ih 


an application was made to remove a judge 
e supreme court of Minnesota, and the matter 
reierred to the Attorney General, and Mr. 
Crittenden prepared a very able opinion in which 
e decided it might be done, and the judge was 
emoved, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
ory then. 
Mr. WILKINSON. 


ory, and the judges were appointed by the Pres- 
fent for four years; and under that decision of 


’ 


Attorney General Mr. Fillmore removed the || to the act concerning the District of Columbia,” || 


hief justice of the Territory of Minnesota. 


REGISTER OF DEEDS. 


On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the bill (S. No. 


452) to establish the office of register of deeds for 


Committee of the Whole. It provides for the 


| appointment by the President, by and with the 


advice and consent of the Senate, of a register of 
deeds for the District of Columbia, who shall per- 


| the district by the fifth section of the net approved 


| and shall receive the same fees and emoluments || 


March 3, 180], entitled ** An act*supplementary 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That has been the prac- || for those services, The register is to receive and 
tice of all the Presidents, at least for many years || have the charge and custody of all the records, 


nast. Mr. Pierce did it; Mr. Buchanan did it; 

nd very many of the Presidents have appointed 

ind removed territorial judges et their will. It 

ias been the understanding for years that it could 
| 


e done. 

Mr. CARLILE. Are they appointed fora term 
if years? ‘ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. For four years; and the 
has exercised authority to remove them 
Yhere has been some discussion about tt since | 
ave been in the Senate. Some of the Senators 
il] remember that the case of Judge Lecompte, 
f Kansas, was discussed here at one time. The 
ower has always been conceded. It has been ex- 


” ' ‘ 
rresiacent 


ercised by all the Presidents of late years. I have 
ot looked back to see how far, but 1 know it was 
lone by Mr. Pierce and Mr. Buchanan; and Mr. 


iitlimore had done it before. 

Mr. DAVIS. J amthorough!ly convinced that 
‘© power less than the power of appointment can 
‘omove an officer from office. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Lentucky allow me to ask him if he means to say 
hat a postmaster appointed by the President, by 
nd with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

nnot be removed ¢ xcept by and with the advice 
nod consent of the Senate? 

Mr. DAViS. Ff say he cannot properly be 
emoved in any other way. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If you take such a ground 


18 that it is at war with the whole practice of the 


i 
| 
i 
| 


papers, and property which may be in the custody 
or possession of the clerk of the cireuit court prop- 
erly appertaining to and belonging to the office 
of the register of deeds; and the clerk is required 
to deliver the same to the reg ster upon proper 


| application therefor. The Secretary of the Interior 


IS to appropriate such rooms in any of the public 
buildings under his charge for the use of the regis- 


| ter as may be necessary for his accommodation, 


unless it shall appear to the Secretary that such 
rooms cannot be soappropriated without interfer- 


| ing with the business of his Department; and in 


| securjty of the records and the convenient trans- | 


j 
i 
i 
| 
| 
} 
} 


that event the register is to procure, with the ap- | 
probation of the Secretary, such rooms, in the | 


GLOBE. 


Is there any objection? The || move to postpone the further consideration of ul 
1} bill until to-morrow. 


| notice the hour upon the clock. 
| duty of the Chair now to call up the unfinished 


| nesday, by understanding. 


February 9, 


ils 


Mr.SHERMAN. I now, in pursuance of no. 


tice, submit the motion to postpone all prior or. 


| ders with a view to take up Senate bill No. 486 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 


It becomes the 


business of Saturday’s session, which is the bil] 
(H. R. No, 634) giving aid to the State of Mis. 
souri for the purpose of securing the abolishment 
of slavery in said S ate; and upon that subject the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. Savtssury) is enti- 


| tled to the floor. 
form all the duties respecting the recording of || 
Minnesota was a Terri- || deeds and other instruments of writing, and all 
| other services connected therewith, authorized to |! 
Minnesota was a Terri- || be performed by the clerk of the circuit court of 


Mr. SHERMAN. Thatis to come up on Wed- 
It was so stated, at 
least. | now, with the consent of the Senator 
from Delaware, move to postpone all prior Orders, 
for the purpose of taking up the bank bill to which 
I have alluded. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the honorable Senator from 


Ohio waive his motion for fifteen minutes to allow 


| the bill in reference to midshipmen’s appoint- 


ments tu be called up? 


Mr. SHERMAN. I prefer to have my motion 


put. If itis carried, I shail then be at the pleasure 
| of the Senate. 


city of Washington, as may be necessary for the || 


action of the business of the office. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for « third reading, read the third 


|| time, and passed. 


WASHINGTON THEATER COMPANY. 


On mouon of Mr. GRIMES, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


| the bill (H. R. No. 684) to incorporate the Wash- 


| 


ington Theater Company. It constitutes Richard 
Wallach, John T. Ford, George W. Riggs, James 


| C. MeGuire, Joseph F. Brown, A. R. Potts, 


Franklin Tenney, and Thomas Berry, and their 


| present and future associates, a body corporate, 
| by the name and style of ** The Washington The- 


crovernment. 1 


Mr. DAVIS. I know it is at war with the 

ractice of the Government; bulit is in strict con- 
formity to the opinion of Mr. Webster, of Mr. 
Calhoun, of Mr. Clay, and of Judge McLean. | 
in the very case put by the Senator from Min- | 
nesota, the judge (Goodrich, { believe, was his | 
name) applied to the Treasury Department for his | 
pay for the term of four years for which he had 
wen appointed; and Judge McLean rendered 
‘) Opinion in that case in which he sustains and 
proves by the most conclusive argument that a 
»ranch of the appointing power cannot remove 
from an office. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 
ided otherwise. 

Mr. DAVIS. The principle has never been 
deeided by the Supreme Court. 

Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator will allow me, 
{ will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. [object to the amendment being | 
withdrawn. The amendment is, according to my | 
principles, strictly proper and in order. One rea- | 
‘on, and one great reason, of the degeneracy of | 
sur Government is a departure from that princi- | 
wie, } 

Mr. CLARK. Does the Senator from Ken- | 
tueky understand the Senator from Iowa to offer | 
to withdraw the whole amendment in regard to | 
justices, or only the modification ? 

Mr. DAVIS. The modification. 

Mr. CLARK. He is willing to withdraw the 
whole, so as to save the debate. 

Mr. GRIMES. | withdraw the whole amend- 
ment. 


Mr. DAVIS. Then I have not a word to say. | 


The Supreme Court de- 


ater Company,’’ with the usual powers of a cor- 
ryoration, the capital stock not to exceed $100,000 


| in $500 shares. 


Mr. HARLAN. I do not know of any neces- 
sity for the incorporation of such a company. 
This kind of legislation is new to me. I see no 
reason why a gentleman or gentlemen who desire 
to build a house for a theater, or for a circus, or 
for dancing purposes might not build it under the 
laws that are now in force in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Ido not wish to be understood as the 
opponent to the cultivation of the fine arts; and 
yet, sir, there are very many people in the coun- 
try who deem theaters perhaps worthless; and 
there are others of high cultivation who deem 
them immoral in their tendencies; who think that 
the general tendency of such establishments is to 
ineuleate emotions and sentiments that produce 


| immoral results. I do not desire to raise that ques- 


| tion in the Senate; but if this bill is to pass in its 


| 





j 
| 


present shape, | see no reason why a company 
should not be chartered to conduct the Canter- 
bury performances in this city. I do not know 
what grade of performances of this kind may not 
claim the protection of special legislation. 

{ do not intend any remarks that | have made 
to reflect on my colleague, the chairman of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 1 sup- 
pose it is his duty to report the bills under the 
instructions of the committee of which he is chair- 
man; but I would submit to him whether the time 
of the Senate cannot be better employed than in 
this kind of legislation, especially if | am right in 
the supposition that these gentlemen can go on 
and build a dance house without any special law. 
I shall content myself with asking for the yeas 


‘he VICE PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays || and nays on the final passage of the biil. 


having been ordered, the Senator from lowa can | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


It seems to me that this 


withdraw his amendment by the unanimevs con- |! kind of special legislation is not necessary. | 





The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis moved to post. 
pone the pending order of the day until Wednes- 
day next, at one o’clock, and make it the special 


| order for that day. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on postponing all prior orders for the purpose 
of taking up Senate bill No. 486, to provide a 
national currency, secured by a pledge of United 
States stocks, and to provide for the circulation 
and redemption thereof, 

Mr. GRIMES. | desire to say thatin Jess than 
three quarters of an hour we can dispose of all 
the business coming from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, 

Mr. SHERMAN. [have no objection, if this 
bill is taken up, then to conform to the wishes of 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLARK. Youcantake it up just as well 
after the Senator from Iowa gets through. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I want to passa little post 
office bill. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Very well, sir; I will post- 
pone the motion at the suggestion of Senators, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My motion, I suppose, 
is in order now to postpone the theater bill until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. KENNEDY. [trust not. I think wecan 
dispose of this bill in about five minutes. Itisa 
bill that will not invite debate, | think. The ob- 
jection seems to be merely an abstract one. It 
would, think, be saving time if we should go on 
with this bill now. If gentlemen desire to make 
a record in regard to it, we can take the yeas and 
nays at once. If we postpone it, we may con- 
sume a great deal more time. 

Mr. GRIMES. The colleague of the Senator 
from Maryland has spoken to me on the subject 
of this bill, and has manifested some interest in 
it. He is not now in his seat, and | therefore 
move that it be informally laid upon the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well; I withdraw 
my motion. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move that the bill lie on the 
table for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
informally laid aside, if there be no objection. 
The Chair hears no objection. 


RELIEF OF COLORED WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 


Mr. GRIMES. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 505) to incorporate the 
national association for the reliefof colored women 
and children, to report the same back and recom- 
mend its passage. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of that bill. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole proceeded to consider the 
bill. Sayles J. Bowen, Daniel Breed, and J. L. Ba- 
kerand theirassociatesand successors, being mem- 
bers of the society, by paying into its treasury 
the sum of two dollars annually, or life members, 
by paying fifty dollars at one time, ure by this 
enactment to be incorporated and made a body- 
politic by the name of **The National Associa- 
tion for the Relief of Aged Colored Women and 
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Children,” for the purpose of supporting such 
colored women and children as may properly 
come under the charge of the association, to pro- 
yide for them a suitable home, board, clothing, and 
instruction, and to bring them under Christian in- 





fluence; and by that name they are to have per- | 


petual succession, With power to use a common 
seal, to sue and Be sued, to plead and be implead- 
ed, in any court of the United States; to collect 
subscriptions, make by-laws, rules, and regula- 
tions needful for the government of the corpora- 
tion, not inconsistent with the laws of the United 
States; to have, hold, and receive real and per- 
sonal estate by purchase, gift, or devise; to use, 
sril, or convey the same for the purposes and ben- 
efit of the corporation, and to choose such officers 
and teachers as may be deemed necessary, pre- 
scrive their duties, and fix the rate of their com- 
pensation, 


The officers of the association are to consist of 
a president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, 
and «a board of managers to be composed of nine 
members, the whole to constitute an executive 
committee, Whose duty it shall be to carry into 
effect the plans and purposes for which the asso- 
ciation was formed, all of which officers are to be 
elected on the 15th of March next, and hold their 
offices till the second Tuesday of January, 1864, 
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eo , , i} ss : : ; 
the part of the quartermaster’s or commissary 's || and that then we should take up the bank bill. I 


department to furnish rations. 


Mr. MORRILL. That is stricken out. 


| hope no other bills will be taken up. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


Mr. POWELL. There is another clause in | is aware that itis not the province of the Chair 


the bill which gives these parties public lands. 
Is that stricken out, or is it in the same section ? 
Mr. GRIMES. | move to insert the word 
** destitute’? before the word * colored’’ where 
ever it occurs in the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. In answer to the inquiry of 
the Senator from Kentucky, I would state that 


j 


the clause to which he alludes is not stricken out; | 
it merely gives to the Secretary of War the power | 


to allow this corporation the privilege of using 


| temporarily ground that is now in the use of the 


on which day, and annually on the second Tues- | 


day of January in each succeeding year, at the 
annual meeting of the association, which is to be 
held on thatday, their successors are to be elected 
and hold thetr offices for the term of one year, and 
until their successors shall be duly elected. In 
case of a vacancy it is to be filled by the other 
members of the executive committee. 


The society are to receive into a house or build- 
ing to be provided by it any child or children at | 


the request of the parents or guardians, or next 


friend, or the mother, if the father be dead, or has | 


abandoned his family, or does not provide for their 
support, or is an babitual drunkard, such parents, 
guardians, or wext friend, or mother, making 
a written surrender of such child or children. 


War Department or under their control, belong- 
ing to the Government, that is unnecessary for 
military purposes. We are now furnishing the 
same thing for the use of these people in another 
way. This is only designed to allow a body of 
persons to take charge of some of the aged wo- 
men and younger children in order to ameliorate 
their condition. 
Mr. POWELL. 
and I do not think that Congress ought to pass 
any such bill. Itis a part of the 
emancipation policy which the Administration 
has been pursuing. I think it is wrong in every 
respect. [| do not think we should give these 
people the use of the public grounds. [| shall 


y 


| content myself by calling for the yeas and nays 


Mr. GRIMES. Let it go to its passage, 
Mr. RICHARDSON. |! strike out 


move to 


that portion of the bill which gives power to the | 


Secretary of War to give land. | do not know 
that I shall have any objection to the bill if that 
is stricken out. | am opposed to investing the 
Secretary of War with a power to give the public 
grounds on any pretext to any association what- 
ever, 


Mr. GRIMES. 


Not power to give, but to 


| occupy. 


The superintendent or other officer in immediate | 


charge, with the concurrence of the executive 
committee, or of a board of trustees to be ap- 
pointed by the committee, and to consist of three 
persons, citizens of Washington city, is to govern 


the Immates, preserve order, enforce disetpline, | 


impart instruction in useful knowledge and some 
regular course of labor, and establish rules for the 
preservation of health, and for their proper phys- 
ical, intellectual, and moral improvement. The 
trustees, with the consent of the executive com- 
mittee, may bind out by indenture such children 
as may be deemed capable of learning trades or 


of becoming useful in other occupations to such | 
persons as will give them the benefit of good ex- | 
amples, wholesome instruction, and other means 


of improvement in virtue and knowledge, and the 


opportunity of becoming intelligent, moral, and | 


useful members of society. 

The commissary of subsistence in charge of 
subsistence stores in Washington city is to be au- 
thorized and required to issue to each person one 
Army ration per day, to be continued for one year 
from the time when such person becomes an in- 
mate of the institution. And jt will be lawful for 
the association, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Secretary of War, to occupy for the 
objects of the association an 


ing one hundred acres, and the improvements 


thereon, which the Government may now own or | 


may hereafter acquire, contiguous to the city of 
Washington, by confiscation or purchase, such 
occupation to continue for such a number of years 


us the Secretary of War may, in writing, pre- | 


scribe. 

The amendment of the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was to strike out the following 
clause: 


lands, not exceed- | 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
cupy, to use It, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
The words proposed to be stricken ont will be 
read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

And it shall be lawful for said association, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Secretary of War, to occupy 
for the objects of said association any lands not exceeding 
one hundred acres, and the improvements thereon, which 
the Government may now own or may hereaiter acquire, 
contiguous 10 the city of Washington, by confiscation or 
purchase, such occupation to continue for such a number 
of years as the Secretary of War may, in writing, prescribe. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask for the yeas and 


nays on my motion to strike out those words, 


Tt is the power to oc- 


it 
he yeas and nays were ordered; and being || 


taken, resulted—yeus 12, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Carlile, Davis, Harding, Hicks, Ken- 
nedy, Latham, Powell, Rice, Richardson, Saulsbury, Wil 
ley, and Wilson of Missouri—12. 

NAY3S—Messrs. Anthony, Aruold, Chandler, Clark, Col 
lamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittic, Fessenden, Foot, Poster, 
Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, King, 
Lane of tndiana, Morrill, Pomeroy 
Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, and Wilmot—26. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 


was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, | 


and was read the third time. 
Mr. POWELL. On the passage of the bill | 
ask for the yeas and nays. 


I am opposed to the bill, | 


fruits of the | 


Shernfan, Sumner, | 


| to overrule the motion as out of order on that 
| ground.- The question is on the motion of the 

Senator from Kentucky to postpone ail prior 
| orders with a view to proceed to the consideration 
| of the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. MORRILL. | wiil appeal to the Senator 
| from Kentucky to allow me to call upa bill whieh 
finishes all there is left of business on the part of 
the District of Colambia, It will take but a very 
feW moments, 

Mr. DAVIS. This bill will not take five min- 
utes, and then [ will stand by my friend from 
Maine in his desire to take up his bill, 

Mr. MORRILL. There seemed to be a sort 
| of understanding that the business ofthe District 


|| of Columbia should be disposed of first. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky 
to tuke up the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. DAVIS. It will not give rise to any de- 


' 
vate, 


The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes Seven, hoes not counted, 


ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD, 


Mr. MORRILL. Lask the Senate now to pro- 
| ceed to the consideration of the bill (A. R. No.468) 
| to extend the charter of the Alexandria and 
Washington Railroad Company, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Treally wish the gentie- 
man would have the goodness to grant me a few 


|} moments for the purpose of taking up a bill in 
' 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 9; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Chandler, Clark, Col 
lamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden. Foot, Foster, Grimes, 
Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Hicks, Howard, King, Lane of 
Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sherman, 


| Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wilkinson, Willey, and, Wilmot—27. 


That the commissary of subsistence in charge of sub- || 


sistence stores in Washington city is bereby authorized 
and required to issue to each person one Army ration per 
day, to be continued for one year from the time when such 
person becomes an inmate of the institution herein pro- 
vided for. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to inquire from | 
the Senator from lowa if he intends to urge that | 
porusn of the bill which makes it necessary on | 


NAYS—Messra. Davis, Harding, Kennedy, Latham, 
Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Turpie, and Wilson of Missouri 

So the bill was passed; and the title was amended 
so as toread: ‘*A bill forthe relief of destitute col- 
ored women and children.”’ 


APPOINTMENT OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


Mr. DAVIS. I now move to take up Senate 
bill No. 452, to regulate the mode of appointment 
of midshipmen to the Naval Academy. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | trust no bill will be taken 
up except the District bills. The understanding 
was that the District bills were to be disposed of, 


} 
|| Mr. MORRILL. 


I believe I have not 

| asked for five minutes this session, in the consid- 

} eration of the business for the whele Post Office 
Depariment, 


regard to the Post Offiee. 


This bill will not take five 
minutes: itis very short. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Ifevery gentleman desires 
to have every other vill taken up T shall not have 
| this attended to atall. It has to go to the House 
yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| from Maine insists ov his motion; and the ques- 
tion is on proceeding to the consideration of the 
bill indicated by him, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
lin Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H.R. No. 468) to extend the char- 
ter of the Alexandvia and Washington Railroad 
Company, and for other purposes, It proposes 
| toextend the charter of the Alexandria and Wash- 
ington Railroad Company from the south end of 
ihe Potomae® bridge, as it is now constructed, 
vlong Maryland avenue to the Capitol grounds, 
and across Pennsylvania avenue along First street 
to Indiana avenue, and thence to the Baltimore 
and Ohiv depot; and all the ordinary rights, priv- 
ileges, and habilities incident to bodies corporate 
and politic are created and conferred upon the 
company; but the location of the road as thus ex- 


|| tended is to be subject to such change as the future 


|| alterations or extension of the Capito! grounds or 
of the streets and avenues may require. The com- 
|} pany are empowered to make an additional struc- 
ture or passage way along either side or over the 
| > a - . 

Potomac bridge,as in the opinion of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings may render it safe for 


|} public use, and so as notto hinder the general use 


of the bridge for ordinary travel, whieh is to be 
ascertained by one or more experienced civil en- 
gineers, who are to report by proper surveys and 
estimates to the Secretary of the Interior for his 
approval; the whole cost of which surveys and 
construction of such additional bridge for these 
purposes to be paid by the company. The com- 
pany are to construct such draws as shall corre- 
spond with those now in use on the bridge, and 
afford equal facilities for navigation on the Poto- 
mac. The company are to keep that portion of 
the avenues or streets occupied by their road in 








good repair, and provided with suitable cross- 
| ways atthe proper places for vehicles and wheeled 


carriages, and for general use. The company may 
| aequire and hold such real and personal estate as 
}} the practical use and working of the road may 
\| require, under such regulations and subjeet to 
such taxation as is imposed by law on similar 
property located in the city of Washington. 
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ERA _I know that the bill in re. 
gard to midshipmen in the Navy will attract a 


Mr. DAVIS. There will be no discussion, | 
It is simply a bill regulating the mode of 
appointment of midshipmen to the Naval Acad- 


; ; I know that it will excite 
discussion. The subject has been before the Na- 
val Committee; and I cannot consent to postpone 


I call for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky moves to postpone the considera- 
tion of the pending bill, which is the bill (S. No. 
486) to provide a national currency, secured by a 
pledge of United States stocks, and to provide for 
the circulation and redemption thereof, and al| 
one orders for the purpose of considering the 
ill indicated by him (S. No. 452) in reference to 
the appointment of midshipmen; and upon that 
motion he demands the yeas and pers. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Carlile, Chandler, Davis, Foot, 
Grimes, Harlan, Hicks, Howard, Kennedy, Latham, Pow- 
ell, Saulsbury, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wall, Wilkin- 
son, Willey, and Wilson of Missouri—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fes- 
senden, Foster, Harding, Harris, Henderson, King, Lane 
of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morrill, Pome- 
roy, Rice, Richardson, Sherman, Sumner, Turpie, and Wil- 


So Mr. Davis’s motion was not agreed to; and 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 486) to provide 
a national currency, secured by a pledge of Uni- 
ted States stocks, and to provide for the circula- 
tion and redemption thereof. 

The bill was read at length. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
in order will be the amendments ribeuted by the 
Committee on Finance to the bill, which will now 


_ The first amendment of the commitiee was in 
lines thirty-two, thirty-three, and thirty-four of 
the first section, to strike out the following words: 


And he shall not either directly or indirectly be interested 
in any association and issue of the national currency under 


Mr. SHERMAN. That and the next amend- 
ment, at the end of the section, ought to go to- 


Mr. SUMNER. The bill means by that, that 


the Comptroller is not to be interested as a stock- 


2 a 
% ry ‘ i y ois - ‘ | : ° > ~~ i] . 
‘ee ! Committee on the District of Columbia re- || the House of Representatives, was in this phrase, || Mr. SHERMAN. 
; . } 
; ported the bill with various amendments. The || ‘* the charter of the Washington and Alexandria | 
first amendment of the committee was inline three || Railroad Company be extended.”? The committee || good deal of discussion. 
of the first section to strike out the words “the || thought that objectionable, | suppose, upon the || 
charter of;’’ so that the clause will read, ‘* that || reasoning of the honorable Senator from Vermont, || think. 
the Alexandria and Washington Railroad Com- |; and altered it, so that it now simply authorizes ] 
pany be, and the same is hereby,’ &. || that company—a company chartered in Virginia; || emy. 
I'he amendment was agreed to. || existing between Alexandria and the south side of || Mr. SHERMAN. 
. The next amendment was in line four of sec- || the Potomac—to extend its road, not its charter, | 
tion one, to strike out the word “* extended,” and || from the south side of the Potomac across the | ae : 
insert the words ** authorized to extend their said || river, and so across this city, to connect with the || this bill for it. 
railroad.” Baltimore and Ohio road. Mr. DAVIS. 
‘The amendment was agreed to. al FESSEN DEN. Where does itgo across? 
fy : : i] ‘ re i . ive > se ge. 
Che next amendment of the committee was in fr MORRILL. | Near the praaens rridg 
Sua? A ae || Mr. FESSENDEN. The Long bridge? 
line five of section one, to strike out the word || 2 - 
oeiauaut Oia ct  trtrae: pert - || Mr. MORRILL. The Long bridge. 
end,’? and insert the word ‘ side;’’ so that it || Mr. COLLAMER. WI! 5 ae i a t 
will read, ‘* from the south side of the Potomac || 0", m : A ee See oe 
bridge,’’ &c it through 
. “9 se 1} ' ae ° 
| The amendment was agreed to. Mr. MORRILL. It authorizes its location to 
| T , a | conform very much to its present location. It 
| an tinn. 2 eprint oad “Pp in line six of sec- || crosses a portion of the Capitol grounds. It is 
. mn me, atter eC ror Ac 2 ii : . 
tl ie, al ; cane i " Lee to strike || to run in such a way as Congress shall dictate; 
out : r4 3 or re 2s > . on . 
a > n ‘4 ISG S» u ah, Goene te HOM 99P H or, in other words, the company are not to use 
eae ran = me al words, qeeeee said || steam power upon this road without the permis- 
on oo h ; - statis = Po clause will read, ‘* from || sion o Congress, and the charter is subjected to 
a the oem whe of ~ otomac across said river || the power of Congress. Congress may alter, 
u , omand aryland avenue,” &c. amend, or repeal it at any time. 
‘he amendment was agreed to. Mr. COLLAMER. State charter? 
Che next amendment was in lines eleven and Mr. MORRILL. I should say that Congress | 
Y iweive of the first section, to strike out the words || may amend or repeal the privilege herein granted; | 
‘* bodies corporate and politic are hereby created || that is, the right to extend it across; so that I think | 
ul,’’ and to insert the words ‘similar corpora- || it will be found that it is not an extinction of the || ™t—®!. 
trons are;’’ so that the clause will read: corporate rights and privileges conferred upon the 
. tod that all the ordinary rights, privileges, and liabili- corporation by the State of Virginia, but it is 
ties tneident be pening corporations, are conferred upon || simply granting the right to the corporation to 
d company, &c. . . : . | 
ere? build its road across the river, and across the city, 
I'he amendment was agreed to. and so connect with the Baltimore and Ohio road. 
Che nextamendment was to strike out the pro- || ‘The committee intended simply to obviate the diffi- 
? so trom line thirteen to line sixteen of the first |] culty suggested by the Senator from Vermont. 
section, in the following words: Mr. TEN EYCK. I prefer that the Senator 
Provided, That the location of said road as herein ex- || Who has charge of this bill would consent to its 
tended shall be stbject to such change as the future alter- || being postponed; otherwise I shall be compelled, 
Sena wagon oe Capitol grounds, or of the streets |) so far as I am concerned, to vote againstit. Iam || be read. 
anuaa "nuUeES Ihe reg re. . . . - ° . 
. risa ‘> satisfied thatthere is something more in the bill 
Aud to insert the following in lieu thereof; than really appears upon its surface. Itis grant- 
7 for Unat purpose: Provided, however, That the same shall || ing a very extensive privilege, and may conflict 
ubject to alterations, amendment, orrepeal: Ind pro- |) with the interests of the Government in relation 
led further, That the cars shall not be drawn on the streets | ‘ ° 
toresaid by steam power without the consent of Congress |} '° the Long bridge. I have not given the at- si ; 
hereto. tention to the bill that I desire to do. I was not || the provisions of this act. 
I'he amendment was agreed to. aware it would be brought up to-day, and I ap- 
; se peal to the Senator to allow it to be postponed 
The next amendment was in section two, line on os : . , 
. , ‘ : 9 - || until time can be afforded to look into it, th 
three, to strike out the words * or over,”’ and in- | gemer. 
j ° ’ = | 
s 5 oak 8D Tad eke : || Mr. MORRILL. Iwill say to the Senator from 
sert the word * of,” and in line four, after the || ou Jorge that if he has the slightest suspicion 
word **as,** to strike out the words * in the opin- | r ys ieee tagcat P 


ion of the Commissioner of Public Buildings;” se | 
that it will read: 

Mhat the said company are hereby empowered to make 
in additional structure or passage way along either side of 
the Potomac bridge as may render the same safe for public 
usé@, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


~ 


The next amendment was in line fourteen, of 

section two, to strike out the word **and,’’ and 

t insert the words ‘and of such model as shall be 
determined by the Secretary of the Interior, and 

which shall;’? and after the word ‘* afford,’’ in 


¢ line fifteen, to strike out the word * equal,”’ and 
‘ insert the word ** reasonable;”’ and in line six- 
; teen, after the word ** Potomac”’ to insert the 


word * river;’’ so that the clause will read: 

And the said company shall construct such draws as 
shall correspond with those now in use on the said bridge, 
and of such mode} as shall be determined by the Secretary 
of the Interior, and which shall afford reasonabje facilities 
for navigation on the Potomac river. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


ra The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
rt and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 


Be; dered to be engrossed. The bill was ordered to 
be read a third time. It was read the third time. 
\? Mr. COLLAMER. I want the yeas and nays 
Phe on the passage of the bill. | do not believe in our 


s 

t power to extend a State corporation into this Dis- 
r4 trict, and extend its charter here. We have no 
; power of that kind, That is the bill. I merely 
want the yeas and nays on its passage. 


r The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 
+i Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say, in reply to 
al the remark of the honorable Senator from Ver- 


ue mont, that | do not understand the bill to claim to 
exercise the authority he supposes. If he will 
examine the bill, he will see that originally it was 
so constructed, and perhaps the title should be 
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that there is more in the bill than appears upon 
its face, I have no objection to its lying over to 
come up atan early day; but I will say to him, 
that it is a subject to which the committee’s at- 
tention has been called, and the committee has 
given it full consideration; and | should be some- 
what surprised if it should turn out as the Sen- 
ator suspects. Yet, if he desires it, [ have no 
objection that the bill should lie over. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I know it proposes to grant 
very important and extensive privileges indeed; 
and I am fearful that they will interfere to a very 
great extent with the right and convenience of the 
ware and also with the Government interests. 

do not say positively that such is the case, but 
I fear such is the case. I prefer that it be post- 
poned, otherwise I shall vote against the bill. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I move to postpone this and 
all prior orders, with a view to take up the bank 
bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will that leave this as the 
unfinished business to-morrow ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not; it 
will stand among the general orders, subject to 
be called up on special motion. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio calis for the consideration of the bill 
indicated by him, which was postponed until to- 
day at one o’clock. Not having been made the 
special order, it does not take priority of other 
special orders epee questions, but there be- 
ing no special order for this time, and ro pending 
question, it comes up in due course, and is now 
in order. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


holder. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The words are simply trans- 

osed to the end of the section, and made to em- 

Sinan the Comptroller and the Deputy Comptrol- 
ler. That is the only difference. The same words 
are inserted at the end of the section. 

Mr. SUMNER. They are not to be interested 
even as stockholders. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; they are not to be 
interested in any way in any association. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
is on striking out the words which have been read. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was to insert at the end of section one the 
following: 

The Comptroller and Deputy Comptroller shall not, either 


directly or indirectly, be interested in any association is- 
suing national currency under the provisions of this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section six, line ten, after the word “‘ dollars,”’ to 
insert the words: 

And in cities whose population is over ten thousand, the 
capital stock shall not be less than $100,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section six, line 
seventeen, to strike out the words ** and when the 
same shall terminate.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section ten, line fifteen, after the word ** same,’’ to 
strike out the word “ daily;” and after the word 
** the,”’ to strike out the word “* State,”’ and to in- 
sert the words ‘* city or county;” and at the end 


ey of the section to insert the following proviso: 
I inquire-of the Senator from || 


Ohio if he will allow fifteen minutes just to vote | 
amended, The bill, as it came to the Senate from || on the bill 1 have before indicated? 


Provided, That if no newspaper is published in such city 
or county, such certificate shall be published as the Comp- 
troller shall direct. 
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So that the clause will read: 
And it shall be the duty of such association to cause said || 


certificate to be published in some newspaper, published 
in the city or county where such association is located, for 
at least sixty days next after the issuing thereof: Provided, 
That if no newspaper is published in such city or county, 
cuch certificate shall be published as the Comptroller of the 
Currency shall direct. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section eleven, line ten, to strike out the word 
«“law,’? and insert the words “the laws of the 
United Siates.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section twelve, line four, before the words ‘‘ar- 
ticles of association,’’ to insert the words * by- 
laws or.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section seventeen, 


ine three, to strike out the word ‘ two,’’ and | 
> > } 


insert ** three;’’ after the word ** hundred,’’ at 


the end of line three, to insert the words ** and 
fifty;’? in line five, after the word ** States,’ to 
insert the words ‘in the District of Columbia 
and in the Territories;’’ in line seven to strike 
out the words ** remaining sum,’’ and insert the 
word **remainder;”’ in line nine, after the word 


‘* States,’’ to insert the words ‘in the District of | 


Columbia and in the Territories;’’ and in line 


eleven, after the word ‘ States,’’ to insert the | 


words ** District and Territories;’’ so that the 
section will read: 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the entire 
amount of circulating notes to be issued under this act shall 
not exceed $300,000,000; $150,000,000 of which sum shall 
be apportioned to associations in the States, in the District 
of Columbia, and in the Territories, according t6 repre- 
sentative population, and the remainder shall be appor- 


tioned by the Secretary of the Treasury among associations | 
j J 5 £ 


formed in the several States, in the District of Columbia, 
and in the Territories, having due regard to the existing 
banking capital, resources, and business of such States, 
District, and Territories. 


Mr. SUMNER. If I can have the attention 
of the Senator from Ohio one minute, here is 
an important change which is proposed, from 
$200,000,000 to $300,000,000; that is, in the 
amount of circulating notes to be issued under this 


act. I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio | 


who has the bill in charge, and who I know has 
given greatattention to it, whether the reason for 


the change from $200,000,000 to $300,000,000 


would not justify a still larger increase, so as to || 


make it $350,000,000 or even $400,000,000? 
Mr. SHERMAN. The sum already inserted 


is ees than the present banking | 


capital of the United States, and would cover not 
only all the present banking capital, but such other 
banks as the increased business of the country 
might demand. It was important to fix some limit, 
and on consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, we thought $300,000,000 was ample. 
As the bill was originally troduced, it fixed it at 
$200,000,000, and we extended it to $300,000,000 
at the suggestion of the Secretary. 
amount is ample to cover all requirements. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in page 13, in line six 
of section eighteen, to strike out the word ** be,’? | 


and insert ‘* have;’’ so as to read, ‘* and to have 
printed therefrom.”’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This verbal amend- | 


ment will be regarded as adopted, if there be no 
objection. The Chair hears none. The words 
‘*betnks and,’’ in the tenth line of the eighteenth 
section, will be stricken out, if there be no objec- 
tion. The Chair hears none. 

The Secretary read the nextamendment in page 
14, section nineteen, line eleven, after the word 
‘* same’’ to insert: 


Such association, organized under thts act, shall semi- 
annually, on the Ist days of January and July after its or- 


ganization, pay tothe Comptroller of the Currency, in law- | 


ful money ofthe United States, one per cent. on the amount 
of circulating notes received by such association, and in 
default thereof. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in the same section, | 


after the word ‘‘elsewhere,’’ in line twenty-eight, 
to strike out the words: 


Specifying the amount of the several denominations ; and 
shall pay to the Comptroller of the Currency, semi-annually 
and at the time of making each return, in lawful money of 
the United States, one per cent. upon the gross amount of 
notes issued, according to such return. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


I think the | 


j 
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| 


| 
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The next amendment was in line two, of section 
twenty-one, to strike the words ** bank on 
banking.”” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. 


is passed, I desire to offer an amendment. 


out 


Before the twentieth section 


he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will | 


first go through with the committee’s amend- 
ments. They are first in order. 

Mr. POWELL. Very weil. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On page 16, in sec- 
tion twenty-one, the words ‘* bank or’’ will be re- 
garded as stricken out in line ten, and the same 
words in line sixteen, and the same words in line 
twenty-four, The same words on page 17, line 
twelve of section twenty-three, will be regarded 
as stricken out, if there be no objection. 

The next amendment was on page 21, line five 
of section twenty-six, to strike out the word 
**shall,’’ and insert the word “ may.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as agreed to, if there be no objec- 
tion. The Chair hears none. 

The next amendment was in line eleven of the 
same section, after the word * from,’’ to insert 
** net profits in.” 

Mr. SUMNER. 
there. I think the words “ net profits in’’ are 
clearly wrong 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is a mistake of the 
printer. The words should be, ** such protests 
or;’’ so as to read, ** and if from such protests, 
or the reports so made, the Comptroller shall be 
satisfied,’’ &c. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
now, it is not sense. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Those words will 
be inserted in place of the words printed; and if 
there be no objection the amendment will be re- 
garded as agreed to. 

The nextamendment was in line nine of section 
twenty-seven, on page 22, to insert the words 


That makes sense. As it is 


‘thirty days’’ before the word * notice,’ and to | 


strike out the words: 


And also advertising the time and place of sale, with | 


a pertinent description of the bonds to be offered for sale, 
in two or more newspapers published in the city of New 
York, for not less than ten days next preceding the day of 
sale. 

So as to make the section read: 

Sec. 27. nd be it further enacted, That whenever the 
Comptroller shall become satisfied, as in the last preceding 
section specified, that any such association has refused to 
pay its circulating notes as therein mentioned, he may, in- 
stead of canceling the United States bonds pledged by such 
association, as provided in the next preceding section, cause 
so much of them as may be necessary to redeem the out 
standing circulating notes of such association to be sold 
at public auction, in the city of New York, after giving 
thirty days’ notice of such sale to such association. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was on page 23, in lines 


seven and eight of section twenty-eight, to strike | 


out the words ‘‘than the par, nor less;’’ so as 


| to make the clause read: 


Provided, That no such bonds shall be sold by private 
sale for less than the market value thereof at the time of 
sale. 


Mr. SUMNER. I have my doubts about that 
amendment. In another part of the bill the Sec- 
retary is authorized to sell the bonds at auction, 
according to the market value; but it is here pro- 
posed by this amendment to allow him to sell 


| them according to the market value by private | 
sale. 


such bonds shali be sold by private sale for less | 


The section, as it now stands, is * that no 


than the par, nor less than the market value 
thereof at the time of sale;’’ that is, he cannot put 
them into the market at private sale for less than 
par. Now, I believe that if this is done under the 
supervision of a public auction, they may be sold 
for their market value; but | have my doubts 
whether they should be allowed to be sold at pri- 
vate sale for less than par. The original text of 
the bill, the Senate will observe, required that the 
sale should not be ** for less than the par, nor less 
than the market value thereof at the time of sale.”’ 
I am inclined to think that the bill had better 
stand as it was originally. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | will state the reason wh 
it is proposed to strike out the words. Ifa bank 
fails to pay its notes on demand they must be 

resented here at the Treasury. If the amount 
is small, but a few thousand dollars, it may be 
important to allow the Secretary of the Treasury 
to have the power to sell the bonds promptly at 


I think there is a mistake | 
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their market value without public advertisement, 
and pay the smell amount: but Lam not particular 
about it. If the Senator thinks that the bonds 
should never be sold at less than par, without pub- 
lic sale and a notice of thirty days, | am satisfied. 


Mr. SUMNER. I think soin this case. I 


| agree with the Senator that it is important that 








the bonds should be sold for what they will bring 
at public sale, under the sanctions of public sale, 
under the public eye; but | have my doubts 
whether we had better begin now by allowing 
such sale in private. I think we had better put 
that safeguard, that the sale in private should be 
at least at par. At least let us begin in that way. 

Mr. COWAN. I am very clearly of opinion 
that these bonds should not be allowed da bea ne- 
gotiated at less than par. Surely nobody in the 
common, ordinary transactions of life would 
exchange bonds bearing interest, a specialty, a 
higher security, for notes of the same party, pay- 
able on demand, and not bearing interest. This 
is not, if you please, Mr. President, a sale; this 
is an exchange, an exchange of securities, and I 
think that the Government should never be al- 
lowed to exchange its bonds for its own paper 
money at less than par. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator does not un- 
derstand the precise connection, This section does 
not authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
sell United States bonds at auction at less than 
par; but it authorizes him, in order to redeem the 
notes of a bank, to sell the bonds deposited by the 


| bank, their property. The only question is whether 


the Secretary shall be authorized to sell the prop- 
erty ofa private individual or association depos- 
ited as security for the payment of his notes, for 
less than par, without advertisement for thirty 
days. I think that, to a limited extent, he ought 
to have that power. In the case I put, where a 
bank fails to pay $5,000 of its notes, it would be 
very hard to put off the noteholders for thirty days 
until the bonds could be sold at public auction 
after going through all the requirements of the 
previous section, when the Secretary might go at 
once into the market, and by the sale of the bonds 
deposited, redeem the notes. However, I am not 
strenuous aboutit. If Senators think this amend- 
ment ought not to be agreed to I shall not insist 
upon it. 

Mr. COWAN. If these bonds come into ma: 
ket and may be sold at less than par, it will be 
utterly impossible for us to keep up to par those 
which we issue and sell ourselves. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next amendment was in line twelve of sec- 
tion twenty-eight, on page 23, after the word ‘*in”’ 
to strike out ** section twenty-two of;’’ so as to 
read, ** prescribed in this act.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as adopted if there be no objec- 
tion. The words “ section twenty-six of,’’ in line 
two of section twenty-nine, will be regarded as 
stricken out if there be no objection. 

The next amendment wason page 24, line eigh- 
teen of section twenty-nine, after the werd ** ad- 
vertisement’’ to strike out the words ‘in one or 
more newSpapers published in the city in which 
such association is located, if the same be in a 
city, and if not, then in one or more newspapers 
published in the county where the same is loca- 
ted,’’ and to insert ‘* such newspapers as he may 
direct.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.SUMNER. Excuse me one moment; there 
is a word wanting there; the word ‘‘ in’’ is wanted 
before ** such’’—** in such newspapers.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The word ‘in”’ 
will be inserted if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears none. 

The next amendment was in line twenty-five 
of the same section, after the word ‘‘ and’’ to strike 
out “after the end of one year from the first pub- 
lication of such notice,’’ and insert ‘*from time 
to time.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as adopted, if there be no objec- 
tion. The Chair hears none. 

The next amendment was, after the word * de- 
ficiency,’ in line twenty-eight of section twenty- 
nine, to insert the words ** in redeeming the notes 
of such association.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next amend- 
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ments are in line thirty, of section twenty-nine, || 


to strike out the words * the twenty-seventh sec- | 


and in line thirty-two to strike out the | 
word **clams,”’ and insert ** claims;’? and tn line | 
forty-six, Lo strike out the words the * twenty- 
seventh section of,’? These amendments will be 
regarded as agreed to, if there be no objection. 
The next amendment is to strike out the thirty- 
second section, which will be read. 

‘The Secretary read the section, as follows: 

Bec. 32. And be it further enacted, That whenever any 
such banking association, being desirous of relinquishing 
it» bauking business, shall have paid at least ninety per 
cent. of its cirenlating notes, and «hall have delivered the 
same to the Consptrotier of the Currency to be canceled, 
and ehall have provided means and given security to the 
satisfaetion of the Comptroller for the redemption of its out 
standing notes of circulation at the place where such asso 
elation is located, aud sliall have given notice thereof by 
advertisement fos six consecutive months in two news 
pepers of geveral circulation, published, one at the capital 
ofthe State in which such association shail be located, aud 
one in the cityetown, village. or county in which the same 
is located, if there be one published therein, it shall be law 
ful for the Counptroiler to anthorize aud for the Treasurer 
of the Untted States to retranster and deliver to such bank 


” 
tion of; 





ing association all the bonds pledged by it; and thereupon 
all the corporate powers of such association, except such | 
as shall be necessary to close up its affairs, sirall cease. } 
The amendment was agreed to, | 
| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The nextamend- 
mentis on page 36, to strike out the words ‘ the 
hirtieth section of,’ in line forty-three of section 
forty-two. ‘That amendment will be regarded 
is adopted if there be no objection, The next | 
amendment is to insert the words ** and reserved | 
profits’ atthe end of line fourteen of section forty- 
three; whichamenudment will be regarded asagreed 
to, if there be no objection, The nextamendment 

mn page 38, in Lnes ten andthirteen respectively, 
of section forty-six, tostrike out the words * bank 
or’’ before “ association.’? The next amendment 
is in lines thirty-six and thirty-seven of that sec- 
tion to strike out the words “ associutions formed 
and doing business under thisact, and the amounts 
isstted by other;’’ the next amendment is in lines 
forty and forty-one, to strike out ** association 
doing business under this act, and the amount due 
from others.’’ These amendments will be re- 
garded asagreed to, if there be no objection.. The 
next amendment is on page 44, in line twelve of 
section fifty-four, to strike out the words “ pas- 

ie of this act,’’ and insert “ organization of the 
wssociation;”? which amendment will be regarded 
is agreed to, if there be no objection. The next 
mendment is on page 48, after the word * act,”’ 
in the third line of section sixty-two, to insert 
‘for the currentand the next fiscal year;’’ which 
amendment will be regarded as adopted, if there 
ve no objection, The Chair hears none. The 
amendments reported by the committee are now 
disposed of. 

Mr. SHERMAN. LIhavea few amendments 
from the Committee on Finance, mostly verbal, 
that I wish to offer. On page 7, section nine, 
line three, | move to strike out the words * the 
seventh section of;’’ so as to read ** as provided 
in this act.”’ 

Tie VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as adopted, if there be no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 11, section six- 
teen, line four, | move to strike out the word 
‘may,’ and insert the word “shall,’’ and in line 
five to strike out the words *‘any amount of,”’ and 
insert, after the word ** interest,’’ in line six, ** to 

an amount not less than one third of the capital 
stock paid ins’? so that it will read: 

That every association, after having complied with the 
provisions of this act, preliminary to the commencement of 
banking business under its provisions, shall transfer and 
deliver to the Treasurer of the United States, United States 


bonds bearing Interest to an amount not Jess than one third 
of the capital stock paid in, &c. 


«The VICE PRESIDENT. This amendment 
will be regarded as adopted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 13, line nineteen, 
section eighteen, after the word “ president,’? | 
move to insert ‘or vice president;”’ so as to read, 
es president or vice president, and cashier.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as adopted, if there be no objec- 
von. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 15, section twenty, 
line three, | move to strike out the word “‘or,’’ 
and insert “tand;’’ so as to read, “ president or 
vice president, and cashier thereof.”’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 


pe SS 


SD 
qa 


|| oath or affirmation of the president and cashier.’’ 





will be regarded as adopted, if there be no objec- 
ion, | 
Mr. SHERMAN. On page 18, section twenty- | 
four, line eight, after the word * by,’’ | move to 
insert ‘fonth or affirmation of;”’ so as to read, ** by 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
will be regarded as adopted, if there be no objec- 
tion, 

Mr. SUMNER. Do you not want to insert 
“vice president” after the word * president,”’ 
there ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. We thought the oath ought 
tobe made by the president. On page 19, secuion 
twenty-four, lines thirty-eight and thirty-nine, 1 | 
move to strike out the words “and issuing cir- 
culating notes under the provisions of this act.” | 


The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. SHERMAN, On page 20, section twenty- 
five, line seven, | move to strike out the words 
‘or teller,” and to insert the word * or’? between 
the words ** president”’ and “‘cashier.”? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 25, section twenty- 
nine, live thirty-seven, 1 move to strike out the 
word “anything”? and to insert the word “any;”’ 


| So that it will read, ** the remainder of such pro- 


| will read, ** the Comptroller of the Currency is 
| hereby authorized,’’ &. 


pans a a 


ceeds if any shall be paid,’’ &c. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SHERMAN. On page 26, section thirty, | 

line thirty, | move to strike out the word * Treas- 

ury,’’and insert the word *“*Currency;” so thatit 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 33, section forty, 
line eleven, | move to strike out the words “ up 
to,’ and to insert the words “ not exceeding 3’? 30 
that it will read, ‘fone per cent. of the capital stock 
of such association not exceeding $200,000,”’ &c. | 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In the next line of the same 
section, | move to insert the word ‘if’? after the 
word * capital;”? so that it will read, “and the | 
half of one per cent. of its capital, if over two 
hundred thousand dollars.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 34, section forty- 
two, line five, before the word * deposits,’’ 1 move 
to insert the word ‘‘its;’’ so that it will read, 
**the aggregate amount of its outstanding notes 
of circulation, and its deposits.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. In the same section, line 
six, | move to insert the same word, ** its,’ be- 
fore the word ‘* deposits.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr.SHERMAN. Attheend of the forty-first 
section | move to add the following words: 

And if no newspaper ts published in such city, town, or 
county, such notice shall be published in a newspaper in 
the county adjoining. 

I am told there are counties in some of the States 
where there are no papers published. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. On page 35, section forty- 
two, line fifteen, before the word * deposits,’’ I 
move to insert the word ‘‘its;’’ so that it will 
read, ‘*the aggregate amount of its outstanding 
notes of circulation and its deposits.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. In line twenty-five of the 
same section | move tostrike out the word * bank- 
ing,’’ before the word “ association;’’ so that the 
clause will read, ** that any balance due to any as- 
sociation organized under this act in other places, 
from any association in the cities of Boston,” &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. On page 38, line thirty-two, 
before the word ** banks,’’ | move to insert the 
words “association of;’’ so that it will read, 
“then remaining on deposit with any association 
of banks or bankers.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. On page 44, section fifty- 
four, line ten, | move to strike out the words 
** quarter of a;” so that it will read, ‘at the be- 
ginning of every year be transmitted to the Comp- 
troller,’’ &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN, : [also move to strike out 
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the last section of the bill, which makes an ap. 
propriation of the sums necessary to defray the 
expenses to be meurred in the exrcution of this 
act, and to substitute the following, which is 4), 
amendment reported from the Committee on Fj- 
nance: 

And be it further enacted, That any banking association 
or corporation lawiully in existence as a bank of circulg 
tion on the Ist day of January, anno Domini 1863, orgy, 
ized by any State or 'Ferritory either under a spec.al act of 
incorporation or a general banking law, may at any time 
within years alter the passage of this law become ay 
association under the provisions of this act; that in such 
ease the certificate of association provided for by this act 
shall be signed by the directors of such banking assoc ijatio), 
and in addition to the specifications required by this act 
shall specify that such directors are authorized by the 
owners of two thirds of the capital stoek of such bankine 
as-ociation or corporation to make such certificate of asso. 
ciation; and such certificate of association shall thereaite; 
have the same effect, and the same proceedings shall be 
had thereon as is provided for as to other associations o; 
ganized under this act; and such association or corpora- 
tion thereatter shall have the same powers and privileges, 
and shall be subject to the same duties, responsibilities. ang 
rules in all respects as are prescribed in this act tor othe; 
associations organized under it, and shall be held and re 
garded a> an association under this aet. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I should like to hay. 
the word ** Territories” stricken out of the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are some banks jy 
some of the Territories, Ido not know whether 
they are legally in existence or not; but we in- 
seried the word **Territories’’ so asto cover them. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Some of the ‘Terri- 
tories did organize banks; but the courts have de- 
cided that they organized them contrary to law. 
They are claiming a sort of existence in our State 
now underthe territorial organization; and I should 
like to have the word stricken out. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

| Kansas moves to amend the amendment by swik- 
ing out the words ** or Territories.” 

Mr. POMEROY. I think that matter had bet- 
ter be left tothe courts, Any legislation we make 

| here on this bill will not affect the question, so far 
as banks have already been chartered by Territo- 
rial Legislatures anywhere. The organic act of 
some of the Territories provided that the Terri- 
torial Legislature should have the right to legis- 
late on all subjects of legislation not tnconsistent 
with the Constitution of the United States. Un- 
der that clause there have heen in my State, and 
I believe there was in Florida, while Florida was 
a Territory, a bank or two incorporated. The 
one in Florida was declared to be unconstitutional. 
1 think that striking out or leaving in this word 
* Territories”? will notaffect the question that my 
colleague is driving at. 

Mr. HOWARD. DoT understand the Sena- 
tors from Kansas to say that their courts have 
| held that the Territory of Kansas was income- 
| tent under the organic act to incorporate a bank? 
| Has that heen held there ? 
| Mr. LANE, of Kansas. It was held both in 
| our Territory and in the Territory of Nebraska, 
| which was organized under the same act. We 

have a parcel of spurious establishments in our 
| State that are claiming a sort of existence; and, 
so far as ] am concerned, | do not want the priv- 
| 
1 
' 
' 
| 





ilege of organizing under this bill to be extended 
to them. 

Mr. HOWARD. I beg simply to say that the 
contrary has been held by some of the most em- 
inent tribunals in the merge Certainly the su- 
preme court of New York, for one, held the con- 

| trary doctrine in a very important case; and | 

| think the Supreme Court of the United States also 
held the contrary, and held that a Territorial Le- 
gislature has authority to incorporate a bank. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will state to the Senator 
from Michigan that I do not know of any such 

| decision in my State. I never heard it. My col- 
| league says it is so. : 

Mr. HOWARD. I can hardly believe there is 

| any such decision. 

ir. DOOLITTLE. In relation to the banks 
in Florida, I will state that their charters were re- 
pealed by amact of Congress in 1836. Iam not 
quite sure, but my impression is, that the same act 
of Congress declared that no banks should be cre- 
ated by any Territory without a law of Congress 
providing for it. 

Mr. HOWARD. It would undoubtedly be 

| competent for Congress to repeal any bank charter 
of a Territory; that is, to provide by law for its 
repeal; but I cannot credit the statement that any 
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of the territorial courts, upon proper hearing, have i of the State to the altering, changing, or modify- |} 


ever heldthe doctrine thata Territorial Legislature, | 
with the ordinary powers of a Territory, may not || 
incorporate a bank. ay ' : 
Mr. GRIMES. I was living in a Territory in | 
1836, and had some knowledge of the laws that | 
were passed on this sulject. lt was decided that | 
the territorial authorities had the power to charter 
banks, and they chartered one in 1836 at Mineral 
Point, in Wisconsin, and one, the Miner’s Bank, 
at Dubuque, and one or two in Florida, Con- 
gress repealed the charters of the Florida banks, 
and then declared that no territorial bank should 
vo into force and have any validity unless there 
2 as an affirmative act of Congress approving it. 
That is the condition of the law, as l understand, 
at this time. 1 
Mr. HOWARD. I would inquire, then, whether | 
there was notin the charter itself a clause author- 
izing either the Territorial Legislature or Con- 
gress to amend or repeal it? [It seems to me to 
be a very high-handed proceeding tor Congress | 
in and of itself to repeal a territorial charter, un- | 


less the power to do so had been reserved in the || 


charter itself, 

Mr. GRIMES. I believe Congress reserves the 
power in regard to all the legislation of the Ter- 
ritories, and always has. 

Mr. HOWARD. No, sir; not always. 

Mr. GRIMES. We have the authority to re- 
vise their legislation, and have always claimed it 
until this new doctrine in regard to the Territories 


came into vogue in the last few years. Congress | 
declared, in 1836, that no one of these charters | 


that should be granted after that time should be 
of any validity Ynless it was subsequently ap- 
yroved by Congress, 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I cannot see, myself, 
any propriety in keeping the word ** Territories” 


ing of the State charter. That is a question which 


is left open in this section to the banks and to the 
State governments. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then, if I understand the Sen- 
ator, the secon which he now proposes, as he 
supposes, will remove some of the difficulties. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Undoubtedly. It will give 
the assent of the United States to an existing bank 
to come in under this bill. I think it will also be 


that is a doubtful question. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. | will state to the Senator 
from Massachusetts that this matter was consid- 


introduced the bill and has charge of it, was pre- 
cisely as he has now stated it. My own opinion 
wasand is now, that we ought to go as faras this 
to provide a mode by which existing banks can 


this act under their charters is for them to ascer- 
tain. We cannot meddle with that subject. They 


that, on performing certain conditions they may 


| competent forus todo. The question whether 
they can come in under this act without the assent 
of the States is for them to settle under their 
charters. 


growing out of this question that are of a more 
serious character. ln my own State the Legis- 
lature have no power to pass bank charters, spe- 


Legislature for the purpose of creating bunks to 
enact a general law under which any number of 





in the amendment. Our people can organize un- 
der the clanse in this bill in regard to associations. 

Me. SHERMAN. Certainly they can. This 
is only in aid of the existing bank organization. 
The word * Territories,’’ | will state to the Sen- 
ator, was inserted simply because | was informed 
that there were banks lawfully organized in the 
Territories. Whether that be so or not, I do not 
know. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The motion I make 
is for the protection of the bill, [t would discredit 


this plan to give the territorial banks in our State, | 


or those that claiman existence, the right of or- 
ganization under this bill. Our local courts have 


decided against the power of our territorial gov- | 


ernment to organize a bank; but they sull claim 
a sort of existence, 
fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on striking out the words ‘* or Territories,’’ as an 
amendment to the amendment. 
Theamendmentto the amendment wasagreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is On agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Onio. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before that is done I should 
like to understand from the Senator from Ohio 
precisely the motive of its introduction. In read- 
ing the bill, as originally presented, | find section 
live as follows: 

That associations for carrying on the business of bank- 
ing may be formed by any number of persons not less, in 
any case, than five. 

Now, in perusing that, I raised to myself the 
question, Whether the State banks could proceed 
under that language to constitute eres as- 
sociations to take the benefit of this act, and I ar- 
rived at the conclusion they could; and I presume 
the Senator from Ohio, when he drew that lan- 
guage, and when he reported the bill, intended 
that itshould cover the State banks. Am I right 
or not? . 

Mr. SHERMAN. There isa very grave and 
serious law question as to whethera bank organ- 
ized by a State can, as a corporation, accept the 
provisions of this act. A great deal might be said 
on both sides of that question. A corporationis 
a mere creature of law, having no power to do 
any act unless it is authorized to do it by the act 
of incorporation. Can it enter into the arrange- 
ment with the United States contemplated by this 
bill without the assent of the State which organ- 
ized it? That is a very grave question, and a 
question upon which | have doubts myself This 
secuion provides that they may do so. Perhaps 
it will be necessary in the States to get the assent 


associations or banks may be created; but it re- 
quires at the same time that that general act shall 
be submitted to the votes of the people at a sub- 
sequent general election to be held in the State. 
Those elections do not take place annually, but 
biennially. ‘‘At a general election’? is the lan- 
guage of the constitution; and those general elec- 


Legisiature might, after the lapse of two years, 
perhaps enable the banks to make the arrange- 
ment proposed by this bill. I merely throw out 
this observation to call the attention of Senators 
to that curious state of things. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘The Senator will allow 
me to Say that this provision was introduced sim- 
ply to go as faras we could in enabling the banks 





not imperative upon the banks in any way. | 
deemed it myself a duty, considering the amount 
of capital invested, to provide every means that 
we could provide to enable them to avail them- 
selves of the provisions of this act. You will 
observe that it does not place them in a different 
condition at all as respects their rights in the 
| States. We have nothing to do with that. So far 
| as their charters operate we cannot change them. 


repeal those limitations in any way; but we can 


this act on certain conditions which we provide. 
There is no objection to that. Instead of putting 
an embarrassment in their way, it affords facili- 
ties for them to do it. It is out of our power to 
remove any difficulties that may arise in the States 
| in regard to these corporations; but we do ull we 
can. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, 1 have looked 
| at the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
poses to change the banks and banking associa- 
ons organized under State laws into organiza- 


tions under this act of the General Government. 


sections, which | have submitted to the Senator 
from Ohio, to accomplish it—is this: that our 


ted, without surrendering their character as State 
banks and State banking associations, maintain- 


out circulation, under the provisions of this act, 
by depositing with the Treasurer of the United 
States the securities which this act contemplates, 


} 
| 


|| stead of a State currency, and subject themselves 
i to the liabilities which banking associations or- 
| 


What | desire—and | have prepared a couple of 


necessary to get the assent of the State, although || 


come in, Whether they can avail themselves of | 


| 


must take their own course and find a way to do | 
it. Wegive our assent so far as we are concerned, | 


| avail themselves of these privileges. That itis | 


Mr. HOWARD. There may be difficulties | 


cial charters. ‘The constitution itself requires the | 


tious are held biennially. [tis very true thatthe |! 


to accomplish the object. Of course, the bill is | 


So far as they are under limitations we cannot | 


give our asseut to their availing themselves of | 


Ohio. The difficulty that I see in it is that it pro- | 


banks and banking associations might be permit- | 


ing the organization as State institutions, to take 


receive that circulation, use that circulation in- || 


ganized under this act incur. 1| believe it can be | 
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done. I have prepared a couple of sections which 
L think will effect that object; and if se, it will 
accomplish a great deal. 1 believe that, in the 
process of ime, many, very many of our banking 
institutions, even in the State of New York, where 
they will be found most opposed to this system, 
perhaps, of any State in the Union, will feel in- 
clined to surrender their present circulation, al- 
| though they do not surrender their charters, and 
take out circulation under the provisions of this 
act. I believe they can be induced to do it; but 
Lilo not suppose thata single banking institution 
in the State of New York would ever be induced 
to surrender its charter, to surrender the privileges 


a — 





erably discussed in the Committee on Finance. || that it derives under the State law, and come in 
The question raised by the honorable Senator who || 


under this act, and become an association organ- 
ized under the provisions of this act. What 1 
desire is, that these banking institutions may be 
permitted, if they can be Sahonnd to do so, to take 
outand use the circulation provided for under this 
act. | believe it can be done. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | beg to ask the Senator 
what difficulty is there in their doing it now. As 
I have said before, this propesition is to extend 
peculiar privileges to the banks; to enable them 
to come in as banks under this proposition if they 
choose to do so. As the matter now stands, any 
half dozen, any five of the directors can, under 
the authority of the act, go on and make them- 
selves asubsidiary bank, that is, under the direc- 
tion of the bank, by authority of the bank, they 
can organize under this bill, and they can take 
out this circulation and use it, if they will, with- 
out availing themselves of the other privileges. 
There is no trouble about it, not the slightest. 
Outsiders do not inquire into the matter. Yon 
take any five directors or any ten directors of 
any one bank in the State of New York, and 
what is the difficulty in their combining uoder th: 
terms of this statute, and doing business under 
it?) ‘There is not a bank in the country but whet 
can operate in this way with perfect facility; but 
I deemed it advisable, or supposed it might be 

| desirable on the part of the banks, to put it ex- 
|| actly in this category. 
Mr. GRIMES. ‘The Senator from Maine will 

|| allow me to ask him this question: suppose the 
|) banking law of the State ot New York, or the cor- 
\| poration or the charter under which these banks 
|| in New York are operating, requires that the y shall 
| carry on their business im a specific way; that 
|| they shall have a certain amount of gold and sil- 
|} ver on hand, which does not correspond with the 
| provisions of this bill; they are incorporated un- 
|| der thatlaw which makes them State institutions. 

| Now, they come in and undertake to operate un- 

| der this law. Will not that be a violation of the 
|, charter ander which they act in the State of New 
|| York, and will they not be subject to the State 
| laws,and thus virtuall destroy theircorporations? 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator will see that 
\| that isa matter entirely of choice with them. Asi 
|| said before, we do not undertake to interfere with 
|| Statecharters. We cannotcontrol them inany pos- 
\| sible way. All we can do here 1s to say thata 
|| bank may come in, if it chooses, and do business 
i} under this act. Whether it will choose to do so 
will undoubtedly depend, in a very great degree, 
' 


} 


upon its ability todo so as derived from its char- 
ter. With that we have and can have nothing to 
do, of course, for we cannot touch them in any 
way, hor can we devise a system, nor anybody 
else devise a system, by which every kind of a 
|| bank, under every variecy of law which may be 
| passed by the States tn the Union, can make them- 
| selves a party lo it. It is for them to look out for 
i that. Ail we cando is to afford all the facilities 
i in our power. They must look out for their char- 
ters, of course. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to inquire of the Sen- 


| ator what possible objection there can be to allow- 


ing a bank, a State bank in New York or Maine, 
organized under a State law, to abandon iis pres- 
ent circulation so far as the mere question of cur- 
|| reney is concerned, abandon the State currency 
|| that it now uses—in my State the currency re- 
|| ceived from the bank superintendent—draw in that 
| circulation, surrender it, cancel it, and then come 
| 





to Washington and take from the Treasury De- 
partment notes issued by that Department, and 
| use those notes for its circulation, and still retain 
|| Its statos as a State corporation? 

|| Mr. FESSENDEN. Isee no objection to it at 
all. 
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Mr. HARRIS 1 have prepared a section to |} 


i} 
} 


Mr. CLARK What ist 
Mr. HARRIS. Of cor 


: +} . 
ye ei we id otherw 


he necessity for it? 
rse the re isa necessity, 


t undoubts diy be A Vio- 


lation of the State iws: and [| have put in the 
i provisionif a State law authorizes them 
to do 80 Phen it still remains a State corpora- 
n, and is still subject to the provisions of the 
ta laws, [t cat not ro on under the organiza- 
tion provided by this act, because it would have 
report to the Treasury Department here, and 
! rt the bank superintendent at Albany, and 
coud wot d I+bDY elther one It would be a 
complex thine that would never operate at all. 
You must aliow it to remain a State institution, 
notwithstanding it takes out this currency, and it 
may use national currency just as well as State 
curt Vv »3 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If the proposition is to 
give them an vortunity to have all these ad- 
vantages, and allow them to become bankers, in 


pointof fact, without capital, and free themselves 
from all the habilities and all the guards of a 
bank, | should have serious objection to it, of 
co e. 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly itis not. Let me 
read the 


section: 


Any bank or banking association authorized by any State 
law to engage in the business of banking, and duly organ 
ized under such State law asa bank or banking association, 
and boing vetually engaged in the business of banking, may, | 
When authorized so to do by the State in which such bank 

r banking a claticn is located, and under such restric 
tions, and upon such terms and conditions as shall be pre 
seribed tor that purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury, 


‘Treasurer of the United States 
ind may receive from the Comptroller 
ot the Curreney circulating notes in the same manner as if 
neh bank 


traget« ind deliver to the 


ar voountat bouds, 


the provisions of this act. 
Then L have another section: 


Whenever any State bank or banking association shall 
have received any circulating notes under the provisions of 
this act. such bank or banking association shall be entitled 
to all the rights and privileges and subject to all the duties 
and liabilities prescribed in this act in respect to associa 
tions organized under this act, so far as the provisions of 
this act can be made applicable to any such State bank or 
banking association. 

Now, sir, I think that that will operate with 
great simplicity. It will enable our State insti- 
tutions to maintain their present existence, and 
yet come in and receive a national circulation. I 
believe it can be done. 

Mr. POWELL. Ifthe Senator from New York 
will allow me I should like to make a suggestion. 
I willinguire of the Senator whether it would not 
be better for him to extend his amendment a little 
further, and declare that no corporation of this 
kind should be authorized in any State except by 
the consent of the State? Have we the power, by 
an act of the Congress of the United States, to au- 
thorize individuals of the States of this Union to 
organize private corporations for the purpose of 


‘ banking, or for any other purpose, without the 


consent of the States? lam under the impression 
that we have not the power. Hence, if the Sen- 
ator would extend his amendment, so as to say 
that no corporation under this act should be in 
existence in any State except by the authority 
of the State, perhaps it would reach that consti- 
I am clearly of the opinion 
that Congress has no power to pass a law au- 
thorizing individuals, resident of one of the sov- 
ereign States of this Union, to organize private 
banking institutions or any other private corpo- 

limits of the State. In my 


tutional objection. 


rations within the 


judgment that is a matter left exclusively to the 


State in the exercise of its high sovereign power. 
I merely throw out the suggestion to the Senator 
from New York, and he may perhaps modify his 
amendment so as to meet it. 

Mr.CLARK. {do notsee why a banking cor- 
poration in my State cannot avail itself of this act 
asitstands. Itcan invest itscapital, if it pleases, in 
the bonds of the United StatesGovernment. Itcan 
deliver those bonds in trust, for aught I know, to 
the Comptrolier of the Currency. It then, instead 
of issuing its own notes, can make this currency 
its own by signing and becoming responsible for 
it. Itthen, if it apples, would be subject to the 
statute of the States and of the United States; and 
if they choose to ineur that responsibility, why 
shall they not go on? 

Mr. HARRIS. Let me suggest to the Senator 
from New Hampshire the difficulty about it. This 


ito an association of five or more persons. 
| you will have to go through all the machinery 


act provides only for the issuing of this currency 
Now, 


suggested by the Senator from Maine a little while 
igo, of having the organization of an association 
within and under these State corporations. There 


| !s no provision in this act for issuing any cur- 





r banking association had been organized under | 
i 





ae 





| powers of banking. 


reney to a company incorporated under State 
laws. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amendment I offer pro- 
vides for that. 

Mr. HARRIS. No, sir. The amendment of- 
fered proposes that they shall abandon their State 
organizationand come in under thisact. They are 
to be transferred and transformed from State or- 


ganizations to an organization under the national | 


law. 


Mr. SHERMAN. With the leave of the Sen- 


ator from New York, I beg to suggest that there 
is not a single act done by any banker that can- | 


not be done by any individual, except the issuing 
of circulating notes. The Senator will find it im- 


possible to tell me a single act which any bank | 


can do that any individual banker cannot do 
unless it is the power to issue circulating notes. 
Now, we srovile in this bill a mode by which 
any existing bank, or any set of individuals, may 
have the power of issuing the notes of the United 
States, and they have, as individuals, all the other 
x. There is no practical diffi- 
culty in the way;asthe Senator from New Hamp- 
shire says, any bank in New Hampshire or any 
other State can carry on a banking business un- 
der this act; all they have to do is that five of their 
directors or individual stockholders, under this 
bill as it stood, have to file the requisite certifi- 
cate. They may assume a banking name, pre- 
cisely the one they now have, and go on and carry 
on the business of banking. 


Mr. CLARK. It occurred to me, and I sug- 


gest it to the Senator from Ohio and the Senator | 


from New York, that there might be a difficulty 
in that. I think there is now a difficulty. If one 
of twenty stockholders, united under a charter in 
a State institution for the purpose of banking 
under the State law, should refuse to come into 
this system of banking, he might, perhaps, have 
an injunction against the bank to protect himself. 
I do not think you would be obliged to carry 
every stockholder, or could do it; but if they were 
united in going I do not see why they should not 
go, if the provision is in the bill as the Senator 
from Ohio says, that a certificate may be given 
to an existing corporation. I have not examined 
it carefully; but on looking over the bill cursorily 
L did not see why the banks in my State could 
not come in under its provisions. 
difficulty. They cannot pay the two per cent. 
annual premium; they can perhaps pay one per 
cent.; but | suppose that can be amended. 
Mr.SHERMAN. The objection I have to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from New 


York is, that it does notaccomplish the great pur- | 


pose. These banks would still be State institu- 
tions, organized by the States, and would not have 
to make any report to the United States. 

Mr. HARRIS. Yes; if the Secretary of the 
Treasury required it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Is it not better for us to 


have a uniform system of reports and restrictions | 


and limitations by a general law, so that all the 


banks will stand upon the same footing; and we | 


may then accomplish what we hope to get, a uni- 
form national currency. 

Mr. CLARK. Iam not certain that there may 
not be a benefit—and I will suggest it to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio—in the idea of” 


some of these institutions on the parts of the 
States. Would it not give confidence to the in- 
stitutions within the States if the State had the 
right of visitation, and could know how they 
stood? Lam not certain that they ought not to 
be examined by the States. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The bill itself is very full | 
and very stringent on the subject of examination. | 
A bank under this bill cannot, I think, be con- | 


ducted fraudulently or dishonestly without ex- 
posure; and I do not know whether it would be 
wise to allow the State authorities to interfere with 
its organization by this bill. 

Mr. CLARK. 


idea to the Senator, that these examinations may 
be full, and the reports may be full, but they may 


I did see one’ 


the Senator from | 
New York, that there should be a visitation of | 





It might not; but T suggest the | 
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be all made to the Department here, and there 
would be a want of information in the State. 


Mr.SHERMAN. The returns have to be 


; : rub. 
| lished in the county where the bank is situated 
and publication has to be also made in the great 





| 


j 
| 


cities. 

Mr.CLARK. Possibly you may make it suf. 
ficient. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, I am not un- 
friendly to this measure; I would not have those 
who are pressing it so to understand; on the con. 
trary, Lam quite willing that the experiment—for 
I regard it as an experiment—should be tried 
What I desire is to make it as inviting, as palat- 
able to our State banking institutions as may be 
and to induce them, if possible, to surrender their 
present circulation, and to try this national cur. 
rency asa substitute for it. ut, sir, unless some 
such proposition as that which I have suggested 
shall be adopted, | am persuaded that no such 
thing will be done. I can conceive of no other 
mode than that | have suggested to induce our 
State institutions—I speak with reference to the 
State of New York—to come in under the pro- 
visions of this act, and to receive this national 
currency instead of the currency that they are 
now using. They will notsurrender their charters; 
they will not surrender the privileges and advant- 
ages that they enjoy under the State laws. [t 
cannot be expected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would like to ask my 
friend to tell me a single advantage the banks of 
the State of New York have, a single charter priv- 
ilege which they have, except the power to issue 
circulation. # 

Mr. HARRIS. 1! do not know that I can an- 
swer that question; but they think they have ad- 
vantages, and you may be very sure that they will 
not surrender their existing dash for the pro- 
visions of this act, and you will get no banking 
institution in the State of New York to come in 
under the provisions of this act. That I predict 
most confidently; butifthey can be induced, with- 
out parting with their charter privileges, to take 
this currency instead of their present currency, | 
think it would bea point gained. I think it would 
be a great advantage to the system which it is pro- 
posed to adopt here, and ultimately I believe th: 
whole banking system might be changed, and the 
banks of New York might be brought into this 
system; but unless some such thing is done, the 
amount of it will be that ifit should happen, which 
I doubt very much, that any institutions will be 
organized under this act in that State, they will 
be antagonistical to the State institutions. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN.” I move, at the end of sec- 
tion twelve, on page 10, to insert the words: 

For all debts contracted by such association for circula. 
tion, deposits, or otherwise, each shareholder shall be held 
to the amount, at their par value, of the shares held by him, 
in addition to the amount invested in such shares. 

I ought to explain this amendment a little, as it 
is a very important one. Itisthe limited individ- 
ual liability embodied in the laws of the State of 
New York, and most of the States of the Union. 
The stockholders are liable to the amount of their 
stock and its value. The principle of this amend- 
ment was agreed to by the Committee on Finance; 
but there was some question as to the form in 
which it should be embodied. We agreed to it, 
I believe, unanimously, that the nate-holder, the 
depositor, the creditor of these banks should have 
something more than the stock to fall back upon; 
and that if you provide a limited liability to an 
amountequal to the stock, in addition to the stock, 
you will make it ample beyond all danger. That 
principle has been embodied in the laws ofa great 
majority of the States; but the emer with us 
was whether the liability should simply be as- 
serted as it is in this amendment, or whether we 
should go on and elaborate and provide a remedy 
to enforce the liability. I have here a very care- 
fully drawn section, specifying and describing 
the liability more minutely, and also providing 
for a mode to enforce it; but, upon reflection, we 
think it better to simply insert the liability, and 
leave to future Congresses the difficult task of en- 
forcing the liability or prescribing the remedy. 
The laws of the State of New York are very full, 
very minute, on this subject; but we thought it 
better not to burden this bill by embodying many 
provisions that were not necessary. Future Con- 
gresses can do it. This will assert the lialslity of 
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the stockholder to the extent of his stock, and as 
much more, and future legislation ean provide the 
remedy to enforce st, 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to ask the Sena- 
tor from Ohio whether it is anywhere provided in 
the bill that the note-holders shall have priority 
over the depositors? 


Mr. SHERMAN. Under this system it is not 


possible for the bill-holder to lose the amount of | 
He not only has a lien on the stock and | 


nis bill. 
ae bonds deposited here, but he has a prior lien 
on everything owned by the bank. Itisthe duty 
of the receiver appointed under the law, to seize 
all the assets of the bank, after it has made de- 
fault and committed an actof bankruptcy. The 
United States, in any event, redeems the note, 
seizes upon the property, and has a prior lien on 
all the property of the bank. 


Mr. POWELL. I offer this amendment as an 
additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That each and every banking 
association organized under this act shall be, and is here- 
by, required to keep in its vaults in gold and silver coin, at 
all times, an amount equal to at least one fourth of the 
amount of the notes it is authorized to issue. 

This is to me a most singular bank bill. I 
have read it over hastily twice, and I have not 
observed the words * gold and silver coin’’ men- 
tioned anywhere. I am clearly of the opinion 
that any bank note issued upon any other than a 
specie basis will be injurious to the country in 
which it is issued. Bank notes, in my judgment, 
to be a benefit to the community, should be re- 
deemable at the counter at which they are issued, 
incoin. Any other issues in my judgment are 
destructive to the best interests of the country. 
The amendment I propose requires each one of 
these banks to keep in its vaults in coin at all 
times an amount equal to one fourth of its issues. 
That is a very limited amount; but when you 
take one fourth of the value in coin, and take the 
United States bonds at their present value, it 
would not be more than sufficient to protect the 
note-holder against loss in case the institution 
should wind up. 

These issues are to be made upon United States 
bonds. The issue of notes is, I believe, to be with- 
in ten per cent. of the value of the bonds. These 
notes are to be issued on that basis. Now, sup- 
pose it should turn out—and I verily believe it 
will turn out whenever it is submitted to an intel- 
ligent court—that the legal tender clause of your 
note law will be declared unconstitutional, what 
will become of the security of the note-holder ? 
Your United States bond to-day, I suppose, is not 
worth over fifty or sixty dollars on the hundred. 
When I speak of dollars, I mean gold or silver 
dollars. if the legal tender note should be de- 
clared unconstitutional, this money will be in the 
hands of the people, and they will be driven to 
the United States bon@ for security—a bond that 
is not worth more than I have stated to-day; and 
if that thing should occur, it will be worth still 
less for the redemption of these notes, and at least 
forty per cent. of these notes would be found to be 
withoutany adequate fund out of which they could 
be redeemed, and consequently this worthless 
trash would be in the hands of the people through- 
out the country without any hope of redemption. 
_ Lam opposed to this bill in every form; but if 
it is to be passed, I think it proper that we should 
give it at least a little stiffening. If the amend- 
ment that I propose should be adopted I think it 
would greatly benefit the bill, but I do not wish 
Senators to understand that even then I shall vote 
for it. It should be guarded and protected by 
such wholesome amendments as will secure the 
note-holders against loss. As it is, the note- 
holder will have but very little security. Of all 
bank issues, that, in my judgment, is the least 
secure which is issued upon a credit. You pro- 
pose to issue bank notes here upon the credit of 
the United States, upon the bonds of the United 
States. That is to be the basis for the redemp- 
tion of the notes, and for the security of the note- 
holder. Your bonds to-day are at a very great 
discount. Where is the security of the note- 
holder? Gentlemen may fall back on the indi- 
vidual liability clause that they have inserted, but 
that will be worth very little when you have to go 

all over the country hunting the persons who own 
stock in these banks, and perhaps two thirds of 
them will be worth nothing except the stock they 


' . . 
| have in the banks, and when that is gone, nine 


| tenths of them, perhaps, will have nothing which || 


+ 
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can be taken on execution. 

It is clear to my mind that we should require | 
these banks to keep some portion of coin in their 
vaults, at least, as security to the holders. All | 
the States which have adopted this free banking 
system, as far as | know, require the banks to 
keep on hand a limited amount of specie, some 
ection percent., some thirty per cent.,some more, 
but they all require some specie as far as I am 
advised, and I have looked into the banking sys- 
tems in some of the western States. Here, how- 
ever, is a proposition for a series of banks, : 
gigantic scheme that absolutely does not require 
them to pay coin or keep any on hand at all. It 


| isasystem of banking that, in my judgment, with 


all intelligent bankers and merchants will fall still- 
born. I have conversed with some very intelligent 
merchants and business men from New York, 
Boston, and Philadelphia, about this projet, and 
I have yet to find the first one that does not con- 


| demn it. I dare say there are some who favor it, 








but I have not met with them, and I have talked 
with several business men on the subject. 

But, Mr. President, it was not my purpose to 
make any extended speech on the amendment. 
l ask for the yeas and nays on its adoption. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. When this bill was drawn 
I did not expect that my friend from Kentucky 
would vote for it; nor did I expect that he would 
vote for any bill which required the banks which 
might be organized under it to pay specie from 
this moment, because, as he knows, that would be 
futile. His amendment would require these banks 
to keep twenty-five per cent. of gold and silver in 
their vaults. The bill as reported provides that 


| they shall oe twenty-five per cent. in lawful 


money of the United States tn their vaults. If 
the courts shall decide, as the Senator says they 
will, that the paper money of the United States 
is worthless trash, illegal and unconstitutional, 
then the phrase ‘lawful money of the United 
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of the United States, the notes issued by this Gov- 
ernment, are worthlesstrash, unconstitutional and 
unlawful, and that therefore all the banks which 
might be founded upon it would be unlawful. 

| Sir, the very moment this war is over; the very 
moment our credit is good; the very moment the 
bonds of the United States are worth above par, 
that moment all theve banks will be specie pay- 
ing banks. My hope is that Congress will never 
authorize the issue of more than $400,000,000 of 
| United States notes, and that these will be made 
the basis during the war of the currency of the 
country, and that by this bill the money of the 
people, through their banking associations organ- 
ized allover the country, may be combined in 
support of the credit of the United States to make 
a safe and stable currency which will give us dur- 
ing time of war the best substitute possible for 
gold and silver. That, I believe, will be done; 
but the very moment the war is over; the very 
moment our bonds are equivalent to par with gold 
and silver, as they will be when the war is over, 
that moment all these banks will be specie paying 
banks, and every one of them will then be re- 
quired to keep the very amount of specie in their 
vaults that the Senator provides for; that is, twen- 
ty-five per cent. of the lawful money of the Uni- 
ted States. There are but two species of lawful 
money; one gold or silver coin, and the other 
the United States greenbacks, as they are called. 
During the war the greenbacks are necessary to 
| carry on the Government, and necessary as law- 
| ful money. They are made so by the Govern- 
ment, 

| Mr. POWELL. It is singular to me that the 
Senator cannot discuss a legitimate matter of 
finance without lugging in * Jeff Davis’’ here as 
a kind of bughear to somebody. I do not know 
what Mr. Jefferson Davis has to do with this mat- 
ter. The Senator says that I have announced that 
1 believe the legal tender clause of your note bill 
to be unconstitutional. I so announced when the 
| bill to issue them was passed, and I voted against 
it; and | really thought when the first bill was 


| 








States’? would mean gold and silver; and the bill 
suits him now. I[f the courts shall decide that the 
paper money of the United States is not worth 
anything, is unconstitutional, is worthless trash, 
then the only lawful money left will be gold and 
silver coin; and the bill as it stands requires the 
banks to keep twenty-five per cent. of lawful 
money in their vaults. 

But, Mr. President, while we are in war specie 
payments are. naturally suspended. They always 
will be, as they always have been in every coun- 
try involved ina great war. They were suspend- 
ed in England during her wars with Napoleon. 
Would it not have been singular if some man had 
stood up inthe British Parliament, when during a 
long war specie payments were suspended, and 
the Bank of England notes were made the basis 
of currency, and had denounced the Bank of Eng- 
land paper as worthless trash? It would have been 
considered a very remarkable thing; and yet that 
is done now. The United States money, to which 
the faith of the United States is pledged, to which 
the faith of every State in the Union is pledged, 
to which all the property of the United States is 
pledged, is here denounced, in the Senate of the 


United States, as worthless trash. And yet with- | 


out this ** worthless trash’? we must submit to be 


overrun by armed confederates who are seeking || 


to subvert the Government, and every man knows 
it. Every man knows—none better than the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky—that without the issue of 
paper money it would be impossible to carry on 
the operations of the Government, and there would 
be nothing to prevent Jeff Davis from encamping 
within sight of New York city. Itis by the use 


of just such money that armies are formed in the 


South. 

Is it not very strange that the Senator should 
denounce this paper money, necessary to be used 
to carry on this war, as worthless trash, and dis- 
credit the Government of the United States? It 
is very singular. 


it wil be adopted. If it were adopted it would 
be a defeat of the bill. 


United States now pay gold and silver, nor can 


they; it is impossible; and therefore the amend- | 
ment was moved, I think, not with much expect- | 
ation that it would prevail, but to enable the Sen- | 


ator to announce as his opinion that the money 


As a matter of course, the | 
amendment cannot be offered with any hope that | 


None of the banks of the | 


passed that the learned Senator from Vermont 
{[Mr. Cortamer] made an argument which ought 
to have satisfied every Senator here that it was 
unconstitutional. I do believe that the legal tender 
clause is unconstitutional. I do not believe that, 
ifa man has contracted to pay me $1,000, which 
meant $1,000 in gold or silver coin, this Congress 
can pass a law saying that I shall receive it in 
paper money, and paper money that isatas heavy 
a discount as this is. 

The Senator says you cannot go on with the 
war without the issue of greenbacks, as | under- 
stand. I think, and I have always thought, that 
it was an unwise policy to issue one of them. | 
know very well that in these times it would be 
impossible to get along with the sub-Treasury law 
ne all the receipts and disbursements of the 
public Treasury to be coined. 1 would have re- 
pealed that much of the sub-Treasury law, and 
I would have allowed the notes of solyent banks 
to be received and paid for the public dues; and 
then I would have gone into the market and bor- 
rowed money. Your bonds were selling at a pre- 
mium, in gold and silver coin too, before you com- 
menced grinding out this paper money. \ 
ground out paper money until now your bonds 
are at a discount, payable in paper money that is 
itself ata very heavy discount, a discount of some 
forty per cent. and upwards; forty-seven | belicve 
to-day. This policy has already ruined the credit 
of the nation, or at least very much weakened it; 
destroyed it to a very greatextent. Inmy judg- 
| ment this has been caused by the unwise financial 
policy of the Government. I desire to keep up the 
credit of the Government, and I believe it cannot 
be kept up by the excessive issue of irredeemable 
paper money. That is my firm conviction. I 
wish to put, if I can do it, a little stiffening into 
the Senator’s bill, and I intend at the proper time 
to move to strike out the clauses which require 
these notes to be redeemed by what he calls ** law- 
ful money,’’ and to insert * gold and silver coin ,’” 
|| believing as I do that no bank issue will ever be 
| of use to any country that is not convertible into 
gold and silver. 

I shall move further to amend the bill, if this 
money is to be thrown on the people, by striking 
out that provision which prevents ut from being 
received for your customs. If we compe! the 
people to take it in every direction, the Govern- 


fou have 
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ment itself! shoald receive it. IL think it is dis- 


rejuitable toa Government to issede and force on | 
ite people paper money that it will not take itself, | 


lihink that of itself isa clear indication that those 
who issucithave noecoufidenceinit. Uf thismoney 
is pasced and forced on the people, the Govern- 
mentshould takeit for allits publicdues. Leshould 
ireat the people as it does itself. It should not 
rompel them to use a depreciated currency, while 
tteelt, fora large portion of its public dues, de- 
mands com, 

These are amendments that I shall propose. 
Whether they will be adopted or not l am unable 
to say, but I think they, would vasily improve the 
bill. lu moving these amendments, | have no ref- 
erence to the war, but desire to improve the bill, 
and enable Congress, if they do force this bill 
through the two Houses, to have a prospect at 
least of giving the people a sounder currency than 
they will have without the amendments that I 
suggest. 

Mr. SUMNER. _ It is evident that there can- 
not be a vote on the question propounded by the 
Senator to-night, and as there is important busi- 
ness to be transacted In executive session, I move 
that 
executive business, 

Mr. SUERMAN. 
I desire to state thatas the business of the session 

very much erowded [ shall hope to get a vote 
on this bill to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business, | 
and after some time spent therem, the doors were | 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 9, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 


The Jourval of Saturday was read and approved. | 


PUBLIC SURVEYS IN KANSAS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
before the House resolutions of the Legislature of | 


Kansas,asking foran appropriation for public sur- 
veys in the State of Kansas; which were referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 


be printed, 


PAROLES TO REBEL OFFICERS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of War, wans- 
mitting a report from the General-iu-Chief in an- 


swer toaresolution of the House of the 30th ultimo, | 


us to paroles granted to rebel officers since the 


proclamation of Jefferson Davis refusing paroles | 


to Federal officers; which was laid on the table, 
aud ordered to be printed. 


» JOHN MUTCHINSON, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of War rela- | 
tive to the claim of John Hutchinsen, of Wash- | 


ington city, for damages sustained at the hands of 


the Government; which was referred to the Com- |! 


miitee of Claims, and ordered to be printed, 


FINES FROM CONTRACTORS, ETC. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a || 


communication from the Postmaster General, con- 
taining a report of fines and deductions from pay 


° . ; i 
of contractors for the year ending 30:h of June, |! 


1862; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed, 
SHIP CANALS. 


der was the consideration of the bill of the House 
(No. 718) to constructa ship canal for the passage 
of armed and naval vessels from the Mississippi 


river to Lake Michigan, and for the enlargement || 
of the locks of the Erie canal and the Oswego j; 


canal of New York, toadapt them to the defense 


of the northern lakes, upon which the previous |, 


question had been demanded and seconded. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, made 
a supplementary report from the select commit- 


tee on the Pacific railroad, accompanied by a re- | 


port to accompany House bill No. 620; which was 
ordered to be printed and recommitted to the se- 
lect committee. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


the Senate proceed to the consideration of | 


Before that motion is put, | 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, report- 
ed from the Committee of Ways and Meansa bill 


| making appropriations for the eurrentand contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian department, and for | 
fulfilling treaty stipulations with various tribes ot 


Indians for the year ending the 30th of June, 1864; 
which was referred to the Committee ofthe Whole 


on the state of the Union, and ordered to be || 


priuted, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill be made 
the special order for Thursday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS also, by unanimous consent, |! 
| reported from the Committee of Ways and Means || 
/a bill making appropriations for sundry civil ex- 
| penses of the Government for the year ending 30th | 
| June, 1864; which was referred to the Committee | 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- |) o¢ business. 


dered to be printed. 
Mr.STEVENS. 


made the special order for that day. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
a few days since that Friday should be considered 
objection day upon private bills. 
Mr. STEVENS. Then say Saturday. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that he can move at | 


any time to make this bill a special order. 
Mr. STEVENS. 

for the present, 
WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK RAILROAD. 
Mr. FENTON, 


York city be printed. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 
RESOLUTIONS OF MAINE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. RICE, of Maine, by unanimous consent, || 


presented joint resolutions of the Legislature or 
the State of Maine relative to the defenses of our 
northeastern frontier; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM TENNESSEE. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee of Elections, to whom were referred 
the petiion and accompanying papers of John B. 


Rogers, claiming a seat in this House as a Rep- || 
ence of all the members. 


resentative from the State of Tennessee, reported 
the following resolution; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That John B. Rogers is not entitled to a seat 


in this House as a Representative from the State of Ten- | 
|| bessee. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 


| their Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 


ate had passed the following bills of that body, in 

which the concurrence ofthe House was requested: 
An act (No. 482) toestablish an office of regis- 

ter of deeds for the District of Columbia; an 
Anact (No. 337) extending the time for carry- 


|| ing into effect the provisions of the third section 
| of the act entitled ** An act relative to highways 
in the county of Washington and District of Co- | 
|| lumbia,”’ approved May 3, 1862. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM VIRGINIA. 
Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee of Elections, to whom were referred the 
credentials of Lewis McKenzie, claiming a seat in 


| the House from the seventh congressional district 
The SPEAKER stated that the business in or- || 


of Virginia, reported the following resolution; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed: 


Resolved, ‘That Lewis McKenzie is not entitled toa seat 
in this [louse asa Representative from the seventh con- 
gressional district of Virginia. 


W. W. RICHMOND. 


On motion of Mr. McK NIGHT, the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the 


|| further consideration of the petition of W. W. 
| Richmond; and the same was laid on the table. 


MECILANICAL REPORT OF TITE PATENT OFFICE. 


Mr. DUNN, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was referred under 


| the rule to the Commitice on Printing: 


Resolved, That twenty wWousand extra copies of the me- 


BE. 


| chanical report of the Patent Office department be 
|| for the use of this Llouse. 


»ve that the cons i i} s as 
I move that the « onsideration draw his objection. 
of this bill be postponed until Friday next, and || 


I believe it was understood | 


| tion, 
| and voted upon the bill appointing a commission 
| to codify the laws of the United States. The Clerk 
| did not enter my name; and I now ask unanimous 


‘Then | withdraw the motion || 
‘amended accordingly. 


I ask that the bill reported | 
| from the select committee upon the construction | 


| of adirect railroad between Washington and New || reference to ship canals, upon which the previous 


| ability the House will be full. 





February 9, 


Printed 


EIGUTU CENSUS. 


Mr. CLARK, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Printing, reported the follow. 
ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That there be printed, under the direction of 
the Superintendent of the Census, and bound, for the use 


| of the present w embers of this House, ten thousand copies 
|| of the several ports of the eighth census, as the same 


way 
be supplied tu the Superintendent of Public Printing. ’ 


REYNOLDS'S EXPLORATION. 
Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Printing, 
asked leave to report the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the present 
House five thousand copies of the report of Captain Rey. 
nolds’s exploration of the Yellow Stoue river during the 
year 1860, in pamphlet form. 


Mr. HOLMAN. lI call for the regular order 


Mr.CLARK. I hope the gentleman will with- 


Mr. WADSWORTH. I shall renew it. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL, 
Mr. WALTON. 


I rise to a privileged ques- 
I was in the House on Wednesday last, 


consent to have it entered in the affirmative, 
No objection being made, the Journal was 


SUIP CANALS. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness is the consideration of House bill No. 718, in 


question has been seconded. ‘The question is on 


\| ordering the main question. 


Mr. HOLMAN, 
of the House. 
The SPEAKER. 


I move that there be a call 


After the previous question 


| has been seconded a call of the House is not in 


order, except in the absence of a quofum. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. 1 ask unanimous con- 
sent to be heard five minutes upon this question. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 1 move to lay the bill on the 
table. I would suggest that there will be no ob- 


| jection by the opponents of this bill to a direct 
| vote upon the bill and amendments, provided we 


can have a call of the House to insure the pres- 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 


Allow me to suggest 


| to the gentleman from Ludiana that after the main 


question is ordered the genteman who reported 
the bill will be entitled to speak an hour if he 
chooses, and that before he concludes in all prob- 
If not, then the 
gentleman can move to adjourn, or take any other 
measure to secure a full @ltendance. We desire 


/a full House as much as the opponents of the 


measure do. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my motion to lay 
on the table, 

Mr. CLEMENTS. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon ordering the main question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 61, nays 49; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Blake, 


| Buffinton, Casey, Chamberiain, Clark, Colfax, Dawes, 


Diven, Edwards, Eliot, Biy, Samuel C, Fessenden, ‘Thomas 
A. D. Fessenden, Franchot, Goodwin, Granger, Haight, 
Hickman, Hooper. Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Francis W. 
Keliogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mc- 
Indoe, Noell, Olin, Johu H, Rice, Riddle, Sargent, Segar, 
Sheffield, Sherman, Sloar, Smith, Spaulding, ‘Trowbridge, 
Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, ‘Vaiker, Wall, Wailace, 
Walton, Ward, Washburne, Aibert S. White, Wilson, 
Windom, and Woodruft—6!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ancona, Baily, Biddle, Samuel S. Biair, 
Calvert, Clements, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Crisfield, 
Cutler, Dunn, Edgerton, Fenton, Gurley, Hall, Harding, 
Harrison, Holman, Kelley, Kerrigan, Killinger, Leary, Mc 
Knight, McPherson, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Mitch- 
ell, Moorhead, Justin 3. Morrill, Morris, Noble, Norton, 
Odell, Pendleton, Porter, Shellabarger, William G. Steele, 
Stevens, Stratton, Fraucis Thomas, Trimble, Vailandig- 
haw, Wadsworth, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, 
Worcester, and Yeaman—49. 


So the main question was ordered. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. ALLEY stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Verree. 

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, stated that he was 
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jaired with Mr. Bornuam, who would have voted 


in the affirmative, while he (Mr. Brown] would 
have voted in the negative. 

Mr. STRATTON said: I desire to state that my 
colleague, Mr. Nixon, was called home last week 
by reason of sickness ne his family, and has not 
yet returned. Upon this question he is paired 
with Mr. McKean, of New York. 

Mr. SEDGWICK said: On all votes connect- 
ed with this canal bil | ara paired with my col- 
jeague, Mr. Duere. [desire also to announce that 
Avexanver H. Rice is confined to his lodgings 
by illness, and is paired upon these votes with 
Mr. Tratn, who ts also confined to his room by 
illuess. Me. Tratn woald have voted for the bill, 
and Mr. Rice against it. 

Mr. PAPYVON stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Pomeroy. 

Mr. SARGENT stated that Mr. Low was de- 
tained from the House by sickness, and that upon 
the main votes upon this bill he was paired with 
Mr. Hurtcarns. 

Mr. COX stated that he was paired off with 
Mr. DeLaPLatne. 

The result was announced as above stated. 

Mr. OLIN took the fleor. 

Mr. BABBITT. Lask the gentleman from New 
York to grant me a few minutes of his ume while 
Lexplain my position on this bill. 

Mr. OLIN. How much time does the gentle- 
man desire ? 

Mr. BABBITT. About ten minutes. 

Mr. OLIN. Three other members from Penn- 
sylvania desire a part of my time. Say five min- 
utes and you can have it. 

Mr. BABBITT. [car hardly get along with 
five minutes, 

Mr. Speaker, having, as a representative of the 
lakes, been publicly and personally appealed to 
by the eloquent and earnest genteman from Iili- 
nois, (Mr. Kectoge,] whose sound judgmeat | 


hold in high respect, to come to his aid in this | 


measure, | have been thereby induced to recon- | 


sider the grounds of the conclusion at which Lhad | 
previously arrived in respect to my vote, to see | 


whether there might not be some error in them; 


and [ wish now, in a few words, to state the con- | 


clusion of my sober second thoughts. 

It is true, sir, as the gentleman from Illinois 
has said, that | represent, as part of my district, 
atown right on the shore of Lake Erie, and, | 
add, containing some fourteen thousand inhab- 
itants, and rejoicing in the best and most capa- 
cious harbor on that lake, and having a commerce 
greater than the number of its inhabitants would 
secm to indicate It is, sir, a town as much ex- 
posed to attack by an enemy having a fleet rul- 
ing the waters of the lake as any other town on 
its shores; and it has as deepan interest in what- 
ever promotes the commerce of the great chain of 
lakes as any other on their borders; and my con- 
stituents are, therefore, directly interested in all 
improvements calculated to increase that com- 
merce. And further, [ am convinced that the pro- 
posed work would be one of great commercial util- 
ity, and such as, under circumstances different 
from those which now exist, | would feel it both 
a duty and a pleasure to vote for. 1 have, sir, no 
doubt of the constitutional power of the Govern- 
ment to construct improvements for the benefit 
of commerce. But, sir, a review of the subject 
has confirmed me in the conclusion to which | had 
previously arrived, that the present is not a proper 
ume for entering upon a work so expensive, which 
I believe to be mainly of a commercial character. 

Sir, we are engaged ina fierce and mighty strug- 
gle for national existence. Our national life is as- 
sailed by a wicked rebellion, which for its utter 
want of cause, its great magnitude, its bitter ma- 
lignity, and determined perseverance, has a0 par- 
allel in the history of mankind, and only finds a 
parallel in that celestial history which tells us of 
the revolt of Satan and his angels against the just 
and beneficent government of Heaven. 

Now, sir, I think that during this desperate 
struggle for national existence we should devote 
our entire energies, our whole means, and all our 
credit, now strained to its utmost extension, to 
the suppression of this great and devilish rebel- 
lion. While our national existence is trembling 
in a balance, I think we should throw no weight 
into any side scales, but cast all into the scale 
which will tell for the salvation of our imperiled 
Union, The undertaking of this great work now 


| Measure, with a view to the present war. 
| military measure, therefore, it has a view solely 
| toa war with England, which may never occur, 


_ working establishments of Pittsburg. 


would draw away some of our energy, and further | 


strain our credit, and could have no beneficial ef- 
fect on our present struggle. The friends of this 
improvement say it ca: be completed in three 


| years; I believe 1 would take much longer; but 


if only three years, this war for national existence 
will be decided in life or death long before any 
enlarged boat could pass through your proposed 
improvements. ‘l'his iseclearly, then, no military 


Asa 


and for which there is at present no imaginable 
cause. Butif sucha war is to come, and our lake 


GLOBE. 


j 
} 
| 


frontier to be defended by the aid of vessels of | 


war, then the proper mode, in my opinion, is to 


| build them on your lakes, where they are wanted, 


and where they can be built twenty-five per cent. 


| below the cost of their construction on the At- 
|| lamtic. 


It was at the harbor of Erie, sir, that, dur- 
ing the summer of 1813, the fleet was constructed 
with which, on the memorable 10th of September 


| of that year, the gallant Perry met the fleet of the 
) enemy, and made them ours. 
| for constructing a fleet at that point are a thou, | 
We have now | 


The facilities now 


sand times greater than in 1813. 


the ship-builders, the mechanical skill, the iron | 


and coal, as well as the timber, in great abund- 
ance on the spot. Weare in connection by rail- 
roads with every portion of an exuberantly pro- 
ductive country, and by canal with the great tron 
These ad- 
vantages, sir, in connection with low rents, and 
the abundance and cheapness of fuel and provis- 


| jons, which exist there, would enable you to 
| construct your war fleet at Erie at least twenty- 


five per cent. below its cost on the Atlantic. And 


| what | know to be true of Erie may be true in 
| regard to many other ship-building towns upon 
| these lakes. 


But | speak only of what I know. 
The idea of building your gunboats on the At- 
lantic at an enhanced cost, and then enlarging 
three hundred and sixty miles of canal, at the 
costs of millions, to float them into the lakes where 
they are to be used in case of a war with England, 
appears to my mind to be the climax of absurd- 
ity. And particularly so when we consider that 


|| in case of such a war you would need every war 


1 


| of armed vessels. 


vessel you have, and all you could build there, to 
defend and protect your Atlantic coast and com- 
merce. 

But it is said that the treaty of 1817 prevents 
our building vessels of war at our lake harbors. 
Sir, it does no such thing. It prohibits our main- 
taining on the lakes more than a defined number 
To have vessels built, and 
resting on the land, without their armaments, 


| ready for launching when needed, would be no 
| more a violation of that treaty than was the con- 
| struction of canals, subsequent to the treaty, 


around the falls of the St. Lawrence, through 
which the London Times threatens to launch the 
gunboats of Britain, builtand to be built, fhto the 
lakes for our destruction. 

But if such a construction of war vessels at our 
lake harbors is thought to be prohibited by the 
spirit of the treaty, then give the stipulated six 
months’ notice, and thus be ready to build your 
gunboats on the lakes two years and a half in 
advance of the time when you could push them 
through your enlarged canal. This would give 
England no just cause of offense or alarm. ‘The 
provision in the treaty for notice was designed as 
an amicable measure, to which eithgr party might 
resort at pleasure without offerrse; and designed 
to meet just such a case as has occurred, in the 
altered circumstances of the two nations, in regard 
to the facilities with which the lake can now be 
reached by the one party and not by the other. 

But a far better mode of defense than either 
of those suggested, in case of imminent peril of a 
war with England, would, in my opinion, be to 
organize and put arms into the hands of two 
hundred thousand minute men, who can be found 
within ten hours’ march, by rail, of the Niagara 
river; and on the first bugle note of war, push 
them over and take possession of the Welland 
canal and northern shores of both Lakes Erie and 
Ontario; and put a like number across the St. 
Lawrence, and take possession of all connections 
between the lower and upper provinces of Canada. 

Mr. OLIN. I now yield to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, {Mc. Moonnzas,) for five minutes, 
if he desires it. 








827 


Mr. MOORHEAD. Mr. Speaker, I do not 


often trouble the House with remarks, and 1 


would not do it on this occasion, had it not been 
for the remarks made by the chairman of the 
Committee on Mitiwry Affairs, (Mr. Ontn,) in 
reference to the unanimous report made by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and which he thought 
proper to denounce cs a “ tissue of misrepresent- 
ations,’’ in his own mild language. 

Now, sir, if this measure were pressed through 
as acommercial measure only, should notobject 
to iton that ground; I should object to it only on 
account of the present condition of our country 
and the wantof means. [think it very improper 
that the Government should embark in anything 
of this kind ata time when we can hardly raise 
money to pay our soldiers who are in the field. 
But the feature that | wish to call the attention of 
the House to for a single moment, is the claim 
that this work is a matter of militury necessity, 
and that by the opening of this Ulimots canal an 
avenue will be created trom the western rivers to 
the lakes, up which gunboats can be taken to de- 
fend the lakes. Now, sir, to use the mild lan- 
guage of the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, | say that anything of that kind is 
a tissue of misrepresentation., Thetis what | want 
to call the attention of the House to; and | want 
to demonstrate it and demolish thisclaim. Lask 
for the reading of the correspondence which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wasninoton, February 7, 1863. 

Dear Sir: I would be glad to have your opinion upon 

the following points, your experience on the vcean, lakes, 


and rivers fitting you eminently togive the desired inform 
ation, vamely : 

}. Are the giinboats used on the western waters adapted 
to service on the lakes? 

2. How would those boats drawing less than six feet 
water bebave during storms on the lakes ? 

3. Could boats drawing sufficient water to give them sta 
bility during storms be passed from the Mississippi river to 


| the upper lakes at all seasons of the year, provided the pro 


posed work is finished, drawing six feet six inches of water? 
A reply, before twelve o’clock on Monday, is very de- 


J. K. MOORITEAD. 


| strable. 


Respectfully, yours, 


| Rear Admiral Foors. 


— 


Boreav or Equipment ano Recrerrine, 
Feb: wary 9, 1863. 

Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, propounding three 
questions, referring to the capability of the western gun- 
boats for service on the lakes, has been received ; and in 
reply [ have the honor to state: 

1, I do not consider the present gunboats on the western 
rivers at all adapted to encounter the heavy seas to which 
vessels on the lakes are often exposed. 

2. '‘I'hesé boats, modeled as they are, if drawing less than 
six feet water, would not only fall to leeward in heavy 
weather, but the greater objection to them arises from their 


| being so low in the water, and the exposed condition of 


the decks, that the seas breaking over them would,peril 
their safety by the amount of water rushing below. 
3. ln my opinion, therefore, noue of the gunboats con- 


| structed ou the western rivers do possess the qualities essen- 


tial to safe navigation on the lakes at all seasous of the year; 


; and Edo not believe that gunboats drawing six feet 4 ater 


could pass, at the low stage of the river, over the shoals 
and into the canal as proposed. 
Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. FOOTE, Chief of Bureau. 
Iion. J. K. Moornnean, 
House of Representatives, Washington. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. Now, Mr. Speaker, there 


| is the opinion ofa gentleman who knews all about 
this subject; an old commodore who has seen much 


sea service and has recently been engaged on the 
western waters,and he has authorized me to say 


| that after he had written that answer to my letter, 
| he submitted it to Commodore Davis, and that 
| Commodore Davis approved of it. Now, | know, 


and I suppose that all the practical men in this 
House know, that the idea of taking gunboats from 


| the western rivers into the lakes forthe purposes of 
| naval warfare is preposterous, utterly preposter- 


ous. I think the paper that has been read proves 


| it most clearly. In his answer to the third inquiry 


Admiral Foote says that there is not sufficient 
water from the mouth of the Ohio river up to St. 
Louis and mouth of the canal at certain seasons 
of the year to take a boat up. That faet is well 


| known to western gentlemen, although they have 


not seen proper to develop it here. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. If the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania will allow me, I stated the fact on 


Saturday, and I state it again now, that the gun- 
boats built at St. Louis 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
interruption. 





I object to any 
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Mr. WICKLIFFE, 


course 


Oh, yes, you object, of 
. You don’t want the facts tocome out, 

Mr. MOORHEAD, Lam holding the floor only 
sy of the gentleman from New York, 


by th urls 


d he admonishes me that my time is nearly out. | 


1 wax about saying that all practical men know 


1 to be @ preposterous proposition as a war | 


measure. 1 did not suppose that it would be 
resscd with such pertinacity; but it has been. 

As J said at the commencement of my remarks, 
eal 

moasure there would be great merit init. J pro- 

I to be an internal improvementman, and have 

been all my life: and L can very well see how the 
heapening of the transit of produce from the rich 


Northwest to the sea-board would be not only a | 


rreat local benefit but a great national benefit, be- 


cause it gives us foreign exchange. | understand | 


that subject, [ think, perfectly; and, at the proper 
ume, | vould not raise my voice against any meas- 


‘ 


ure of internal improvement by the General Gov- 


ernment. I do not belong tothat tight-laced school | 
of politicians. [think that, at the proper time, the | 
Government should do something of this kind. | 


But now, when we are groaning under the debts 


which have accumulated in consequence of this | 


war, When we are unable to get money even to 
pay our soldiers in the field, and when the best 
minds of the country are working at projects to 
relieve this Government from its financial difficul- 
ties, | do not think we ought to appropriate these 
large sums of money for any sach purposes. 

Vir. OLIN resumed the floor. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Will the gentleman from New 
York yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. OLIN. Yes, sir; for a moment. 

Mr. ARNOLD. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the 
suggestions of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
| Mr. Moorneap,] I desire to call the attention 
of the House to a statement made by the distin- 
guished naval officer now incommand of the fleet 
upon the Mississippi. It has never been con- 
terided by the friends of the bill now before the 
tiouse that the river boats, boats framed and con- 
structed for the navigation of the Mississippi river, 
were suitable for lake service. It is asa means of 
transferring the light draught gunboats which are 
manufactured for service upon the ocean, and in- 
troducing them into the lakes for the purpose of 
defense, that this measure is recommended to the 
consideration of the House as a military measure; 


and upon that subject I want to call the attention | 


of the TTouse to a statement made by Rear Ad- 
miral D. D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi 
squadron, He says: 

* That ‘a canal and locks of the dimensions contemplated 


will pass nearlyevery large light draught gunboat we have in 
the Navy, or that would be built for lake or sea service.’ 


‘Any vessel drawing eight feet can be lightened to six and | 


a he@if feet, by taking out her battery, coal, and stores.’ 
Ife then names several boats, of both the river and sea- 
going classes, which could pass through the canal, adding, 
‘and some filly vessels of their class.’ This, [ take it, is 
sittisfactory on this point, about which some good friends 
ofthe project had gmtertained doubts.” 


Now, sir, the fact stated here has never been 
contradicted, and is not contradicted by the state- 
ment of Admiral Foote, that we have now afloat 
more than fifty vessels built for ocean service in 
the GuN of Mexico and elsewhere, that can be 
takeu to thalakes through this channel when con- 
structed in the manner proposed. Rear Admiral 
Foote simply expresses the opinion that the frail 
light draught gunbeats manufactured for service 
on the Mississippi river, for service there and on 
the Tennessee and Cumberland, wil] not stand 
ihe heavy seas of the lakes—a position which 
has never been controverted by the friends of this 
measure, I will not further occupy the time of 
the gentleman from New York. 4 

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Speaker, I regret that, upon 
this occasion, I shall not be able to command the 
attention of the House fora few moments to listen 
to such suggestions as | may be able to present to 
the consideration of the House in favor of the 
measure before it—a measure which | regard as 
one of more magnitude, of greater importance, 


affecting more widely and deeply the interests of 
the entire aoeetia than any measure oflegislation 
which has been before this Congress. 1 would to 


God that | had time to give utterance to the mul- 
titude of considerations that are pressing upon m 

mind with such overwhelming weight. Sir, I shall 
not Lake occasion te step aside from the main ques- 
tion before the House to answer some reflections 


this measure were pressed as a commercial | 
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‘| to my conduet respecting this measure. 








OBE. 


which have been made by gentlemen im reference | 


to call the attention of the House to some great 
facts about which there is no dispute, and about 
which there can be no dispute. | am fully aware, 
Mr. Speaker, that some minds are so constituted 
that a great fact makes no other or different im- 
pression upon them than does a great lie. They 
look upon both with amazement and wonder, and 
that is the end of it. 


1 wish | 


Now, sir, this measure is recommended by | 


every department of this Government, except the 
legislative, and yet we are told here, and told by 
the professed friends of this Administration, that 
the measure is preposterous, wasteful, and extrav- 
agant. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. The gunboat part of it. 
Mr. OLIN. 


No, sir, it is recommended, the | 


gunboat part of it and all, by every department | 


| of your Government as a measure of prudence and 


policy at this time, and yet itis denounced here as 


| a wild scheme by some men who profess to be the 


friends of this Administration— men who, thank 
God, do not know enough to know whose friends 
they are, 


Mr. MOORHEAD. You will drive off your | 


Democratic allies. 

Mr. OLIN. 
cannot help that. [ am called upon to speak the 
truth in the fear of God, and I shall do it during 
the brief remainder of my service here, and that 
period, | reverently thank God, will soon end. 
| Laughter. ] 

Let me attempt to answer some objections made 
to this measure. It is said that the country is not 


in a@ situation to engage in this enterprise at this | 
In no situation to engage in an enterprise | 


time. 
of this kind! What is proposed to be done? Sim- 
ply to loan the eredit of the Government for twenty 
years to aid the States in accomplishing this great 
work. The Government advances nota dollar. 


| Noembarrassment is thrown upon its financial op- 


erations. On the other hand, the measure would do 
more to sustain the national credit than any or all 
others which have been proposed; for I sadunehe 
to say that there is nota financier in the whole coun- 
try who cannot demonstrate to the comprehension 
of every intelligent man in it that if these canals 
had not afforded during the past year the facilities 
which they have for bringing the produce of the 
West to the Atlantic coast, our Government would 
ere this have been as hopelessly bankrupt as the 
southern confederacy now is. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | aver that this measure can 
be demonstrated to the comprehension of ever 
intelligent man in the country to be one that will 
reduce the cost of transportation between the pro- 
ductive West and the Atlantic coast fifteen cents 
on every bushel of corn, and in the same propor- 
tion for wheat; and if that be so, in one season 
alone, assuming the surplus breadstuffs of the 
West to be no greater than that of last season, 
the aggregate saving in the cost of transportation 
would be over sixteen million dollars in one year. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. . [ rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman from New York has stated that 
this measure has been recommended by the De- 
partments. I raise the point that it is against the 
rule to cite the opinion of the Departments. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Dawes in 
the chair.) The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. OLIN. Is not this a poor return for the 
courtesy I have extended to the gentleman who 
has just attempted to raise a point of order on me 
after having given him a portion of my time? The 
ssavenetan evidently not read the President’s 
message. He evidently does not understand the 
constitational provision requiring him to recom- 
mend to Congress such measures as he may deem 
of importance. Now, the President has recom- 
mended this measure; and it is a fair presump- 
tion, | think, that the other members of the Ad- 
ministration concur in that recommendation. My 
friend will now see and feel how ungracious it is 
in him to undertake to raise that point of order, 
afier my generously giving him a portion of my 
time; especially so poor a point of order as he has 
made. 

I have stated, Mr. Speaker, that this measure 
was recommended by the Administration, and, 
as I believe, with the concurrence of every mem- 
ber of it, because it is a fair presumption, | think, 
in the absence of proof to the contrary, that the 
members of the Cabinet concur in the recommend- 


Well, let them be driven off. I | 
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ations of the President. I have not conversed 
with the Secretary of the Treasury in reference 
to this measure, and perhaps it would be of yo 
importance for the House to know what his opin. 
ions are upon the subject. But I venture to sq 

that to-day, embarrassed as the Secretary of the 
a may be in providing means for the sup- 
port of the General Government in the prosecu- 
tion of this war, if you go to him and ask him 
his opinion in regard to this measure, he will state 
to you that there has been no measure before 
Congress better calculated to sustain the national 
credit and aid the Government in the prosecution 
of the war than this identical measure. I say this 
because I know his comprehensive intellect is ca- 
pable of grasping the full magnitude of this meas. 
ure. Look at the extent of our exports to foreign 
countries during the past oe You have had 
to pay no discount upon them. These exports 
pay your debts and buy your goods abroad. You 
are mainly indebted to the State of New York for 


|| the policy which has opened channels of commu- 


nication by which the farmer of Lllinois, of Wis- 
consin, and of Missouri, can transport his bread- 
stuffs to the Atlantic coast, and compete abroad in 
the markets of Europe.- These exports last year 
amounted to $212,000,000. Without the aid of 
the New York canals, not a bushel of the $212,- 
000,000 exports would have left our shores. Now 
if these improvements were completed, the capa- 
city of the canals would be increased threefold, 
Other things being equal, the people that can sup- 
ply the breadstuffs of the world will rule the world. 
Only give the grain-growing West facilities equal 
to their resources of preduction, and they will 
soon control the markets of the world. 

Now, you may set at defiance the people of the 
Northwest to-day; you may say to them, ‘‘ do not 
come here with your cormorant demands on the 
Treasury;”’ but I tell you that, by and by, that 
people will dictate their own terms to you. They 
will not much longer permit this question to be 
treated in the spirit of a railroad attorney. I re- 
peat, that that people will address you by and by 
in a language which you will understand. They 
will say, “we ask no favors from you; we no 
longer beg of you for our rights, we demand them; 
we have the numerical force-to do it. You may 
put us at defiance now; but the time is coming, 
and speedily coming, when we will dictate the 
policy of this country.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, we hear on one side of this House 
—and that, too, on the Republican side—if this 
measure is passed, the people will not stand it, 
and will go out of the Union. The itch of seces- 
sion has already crossed the broad aisle of this 
House. We are told, with a threat, by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Porter] that the peo- 
ple of Indiana will not stand this. Not stand 
what? Not stand having an enlarged avenue of 
trade with the East; not having additional facili- 
ties for sending their surplus provisions to mar- 
ket, facilities which have made Indiana what she 
is to-day? The people of Indiana, we are told, 
arealready overburdened with taxes. Al! indeed, 
is that so? Who pay yourtaxes? You say you 
have got nothing but land out West. We all know 
that is not taxed at all. The farmers of the West 
are, in fact, exempt from this taxation which we 
have levied on the merchants, manufacturers, and 
consumers of the eastern and middle States. 

It is said, Mr. Speaker, that this is not a mili- 
tary measure, and the only argument or reason as- 
signed in proof of this assertion is that it is incvi- 
tably a great commercial measure. Weil, is there 
any objection to it on that ground? If it has some 
military importance, and still greater commercial 
importance, is it for that reason objectionable? 
But let us look at its military importance. There 
are more than four thousand miles of coast line 
on the — lakes utterly undefended, and which 
can be defended in no other way than by holding 
command of those lakes. The country bordering 
on these great lakes is of vastly more consequence 
than the country bordering on the Atlantic coast, 
leaving out of consideration the three cities of Bos- 
ton, New York, and Philadelphia. One gunboat 
on these lakes would destroy in twenty-four hours 
more property than could be destroyed and do 
more damage than could be done on the remain- 
dev of the continent, except by burning the cities 
of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. Besides 
that, Mr. Speaker, if the communication between 
| the Atlantic and the lakes were stoppeil, the sup- 
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ly of breadstuffs at the North would be cut off. || fectly overburdened with freight that it cannot 
Vou make clocks and a variety of things both use- |; carry a tithe of what is required of it? 
ful and ornamental in New England and New Mr. OLIN. Upon this subject 1 wish to call 
York, still the people there must have bread, and the attention of the gentleman trom Illinois, [Mr. 
that they would be deprived of the moment their |, Lovesoy,} who, | understand, has some statistics 
communication was cut off from the Northwest, || from the Secretary of the Treasury in reference 
as it would be substantially by losing the com- || to the exports of breadstuffs from the port of 
mand of the lakes. || New Orleans, as compared with the exports of 
But we are told, Mr. Speaker, that this meas- || western breadstuffs from the Atlantic ports, and 
ure is objectionable as inaugurating a great sys- | which may throw some light upon the statement 
tem of internal improvements. I had supposed || of the gentleman from Ohio [{Mr. Trimece} the 
that at this late day that bugbear had ceased to || other day, as to the amount of breadstuffs ordi- 
frizhten people. I think that all the reflecting men || narily shipped down the Mississippi river. 
of this oouaey have come to the conclusion, look- Mr. LOVEJOY. Yes, sir. | have here a state- 
ing at the philosophy of our present history, that |; mentthat will show the importance of having some | 


if there were two wise and great men in our revo- || connection with the East, some outlet to the At- || 


lutionary period, those men were George Wash- || lantic as well as to the Gulf. That we must have 
ingtonand Alexander Hamilton. I think the Amer- || the Mississippi river opened is admitted on all 
ican world of to-day will agree that these were the || hands; but these figures will show to every prac- | 
two men who saw furthest into the future, and || tical statesman the great importance of an outlet 
who examined all the philosophy of popular gov- || to the East for our produce. 


ernment, and saw more clearly the dangers and || 
difficulties which were likely to disturb our peace |) 
and destroy the perpetuity of ourinstitutions, than || 
all other public men who have found a place in | 
our history. 1] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, itis my deliberate convic- || 
tion that had the policy of this Government from 
its foundation been engaged in every work of in- 
ternal improvement calculated to develop the na- 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I object to any interrup- 
tion of the gentleman from New York. We can 
get no such courtesy on this side. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It is too late to object. The 
gentleman from New York has yielded, and I am 
in possession of the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman can object at any time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then I will pass the figures 


tional resources, and, if need be, forthat purpose || to the gentleman from New York, and he can 


to have contracted a large national debt, and bound | 
the whole country together by all the strength | 


read them himself. 
Mr. OLIN. The statement referred to by the 


of civil, social, and commercial ties; if, in other || gentleman from Lllinois wi!l show what an entire 


words, we had adopteda policy calculated to make | 
us one people, instead of encouraging that narrow, | 
petty, contemptible policy whose offspring has 
been State pride, State sovereignty, and State 
rights, the Republic would not to-day be falling | 
in ruins. 

The distinguished chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means has taken occasion to do | 
what he usually does in this House whenever 
opposed to a measure brought before it—not to | 
meet and overthrow it by argument, but attempt | 
to bring Joe Miller’s resources against it, and | 
joke it out of the House. Now,I have no objec- | 
tion to be amused in that way, but I do not think | 
it very dignified, very statesmanlike, and least of | 
all do I think it worthy of the gentleman who | 
stands at the head of the House by his position, | 
as he certainly does by his great talents. 

My friend from Pennsylvania on my right 
[Mr. Hickman] has stated that he did not think | 
any member was in earnestin support of this meas- 
ure. Is there a man here who does not know 
that the eight great States of the Northwest have | 
been built up by the system of canal communica- 
tion? Is there a man here who will deny that dur- 
ing the last year the railroad companies of New 
York and Pennsylvania have levied exorbitant 
tribute on the western produce transported on 
their lines? Have they not increased the rates of | 
transportation thirty or forty per cent. over pre- 
vious years? 

Mr. TRIMBLE. Will the gentlemanallow me 
to ask him whether he is not aware of the fact that 
there has been double the quantity of western 
produce shipped to the sea-board last season and 
exported to foreign countries than ever was be- 
fore, notwithstanding the loss of the Mississippi 
riverand the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and the 
monopoly of the use of the Pennsylvania railroad 
by the Government for the transportation of troops | 
and army supplies; and whether this trade was not | 





misapprehension has existed in reference to the 
amount of commerce on the Mississippi river in 
comparison with that to the Atlantic sea-board. 
Now, sir, without taking up the time of the House 
by reading this statement at length, I will remark 
that it shows the amount of western breadstuffs 
exported from the port of New York, before the 
opening of the rebellion, to be three times as great 





the following schedule to be printed in my re- 
marks: 


Comparative exports of a and provisions from 
New Orleans and New York. 

1. The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the year ending August 31, 1860, shows the amounts of 
breadstuffs and provisions exported to foreign countries 

| from New Orleans and New York, to be respectively as 
follows : 
New Orleans. New York. 


Wheat, bushels.......... 2.000. 2,189 1,880,908 
Wheat flour, barrels.........++. 80,541 1,187,200 | 
| Indian corn, bushels............ 224,382 1,580,014 || 
Indian meal, barrels............ 158 86,073 
Pork; barrels. ....00sccecccecces 4,250 109,379 
Hams and bacon, pounds,...... 890,230 16,161,749 
Butter, pounds......esee-ceeeee 95,857 4,725,146 
Cheese, pounds ....ccccccececss 88,691 14,410,717 
Lard, pounds...... evecee cccce - 11,055,480 18,562,131 
Tallow, pounds......... cececce 1,008, ISO 8,634,418 
Skins and furs (dollars)........ . 350 1,394,912 
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merce of the Mississippi; that the grain and bread- 
staffs consumed by the people of the South con- 
tiguous to the Mississippi river are that to which 
the West mainly look. Mr. Speaker, will an 
man pretend to say that the wheat and other prod- 
ucts consumed by the city of New Orleans and by 
the people contiguous to the Mississippi river are 
greater than those consumed by the cities of New 
York, Philadelphia, Boston, and by the people of 
New England, who derive their supplies of this 
description mainly from the West? Why, sir, the 
proportion of corn raised in the southern States 
is vastly greater in proportion to the population 
than itis in New England. You can, therefore, 
| see at once what must be the comparative domes- 
tic consumption of these breadstuffs in the two 
directions. 
I was proceeding to say that these statistica 
of the Secretary of the Tréasury show that more 


|| than three fourths (prior to the breaking out of 


| the rebellion) of all the products of the Missis- 


|sippi valley exported went from the Atlantic 


| 


i} 


| 


| 


' 
} 
| 


2. From the annual statements reported to the Chamber | 


of Commerce of Cincinnati, it appears that in the year end- 
ing August 31, 1860, the exports of breadstuffs and provis- 
ions from Cincinnati were destined as follows, showing a 
proportion exceeding threefold going north and west. 


SOUTHWARD. NORTHWARD. 
Ports Canal 
New Other up and 


Orleans. Ports. river. railway. | 


Pork and bacon, bbls., hhds., 

tierces, and boxes... ......92,496 10,858 20,960 92,719 
Wheat, bushels............. 1,155 10,186 55,005 255,149 
Flour, barrels.......++ sees 35,146 57,773 132,682 252,707 
OOPH, HOCKS . 05.6 cccccecs .. 9,044 14,596° 17,786 7,441 
Lard, barrels...........+s-. 12,485 1,600 6,006 39,969 


3. The receipts at Chicago of wheat and corn, (inelud- 
ing flour reduced to buslhiels,) as shown by the reports of its 


done by the New York canals and railroads and || Boards of Trade, were as follows : 


the St. Lawrence river? 

Mr. 8. C. FESSENDEN. I should like to ask 
the gentleman if, notwithstanding the immense 
freights carried over these railroads, there is not 
a surplus which they cannot possibly transport ? 

Mr. TRIMBLE. | am obliged to the gentleman 
for that question. It is a fact that there is still a 


1860. 1861. 12862. 
Wheat, bushels......... 16,054,319 22,013,830 21,902,765 
Corn, “ — ..see++0413,743,172 24,186,382 29,761,026 








29,797,481 47,100,112 51,663,781 








ome 


4. The receipts at and exports from New York of wheat 


1862, up to December 18, 1862, were as follows: 











of the West during the past year freig 


coast rather than from the southern outlet of that 
valley. 

I assert, then, that this measure wil! show just 
this: that if you will loan the bonds of the Gov- 
ernment, the States in which these works are to 
be constructed will undertake to complete them. 
Three million five hundred thousand dollars will 
enlarge the locks of the Erie and Oswego canal to 
about three times its present capacity. If thus 
enlarged freights upon it will be>proportionably 
reduced; that by reason of its limited capacity 
and the great abundance of the surplus products 

Ss rose 
from twenty to even-as high as sixty per cent. 
Now, | affirm it can be demonstrated that if you 
produce no more grain in the future than you did 
last year in the great Northwest, if this measure 
results in a reduction of freights to the amount 


| of fifteen cents per bushel of corn, a saving of at 
| least $16,000,000 each year will be realized from it. 
as that exported from New Orleans, and I desire || 


Now, dves any man in this House want to be 


| told, can any human ingenuity avoid the conclu- 
| sion, that in cheapening the cost of om “toys 
| . . 
|| you increase the value of the article to 


ye trans- 
| ported, or diminish its price to the consumer? In 

other words, to the extent you cheapeu the cost 
| of transportation, just to that extent you increase 
| the wealth of the country. I know that there is 
/a certain kind of Democracy that never can look 

beyond a wheelbarrow for any contrivance that 
| shall dispense with manual labor and shall afford 
| meansand facilities for developing the resources of 
| the country; yet it is by these contrivances and 
| appliances in the arts and sciences permeating all 
| the channels of industrial and social life that the 
| wonderful developments and progress of the coun- 
| try have been achieved in the last quarter of a cen- 


|| tury. 


lamastonished and mortified to find members on 
this floor from my own State opposing a measure of 
this kind; especially some from the great commer- 


|| cial metropolis of the nation, one of them claiming 


| 
} 


and corn (including flour reduced to bushels) for the year 


| to belong to the Chamber of Commerce of thateity. 

I did not expect opposition from such a source; 
| much less did | expect the measure would be mis- 
represented. Why was he selected as the instru- 
ment to print and circulate all over this country, 


|| and mislead the public mind so far as anybody 
|| would pay attention to it, a document stating that 
|| this is a measure proposing to spend over twenty 
|| million dollars for enlarging the locks of the Erie 


LoS BOGR no 05s ocns seveccce 30,037 2,743 3,611 19,310 | and Oswego canals ? Why, did not he know bet- 


/ter? The government of the State of New York 
| has never asked for more than $3,500,000 for this 
purpose. No one here has askedit. Why then 
was it necessary to represent that New York was 


|| here, in one sense, seeking to perpetrate a fraud; 


| while pretending to ask but for $3,500,000, really 
| was asking for $20,000,000? 

|| Linadvertently stated the other day that it was 
|| pretended in that report that $30,000,000 was 


reat deal of produce in the Westto be transported. || Wheat and flour, bushels.......... ne ceceee eee 52,902,270 || required to complete the proposed enlargement, 

ut as I remarked on Saturday, if these usual || Corn, bushels...............-.eeee. sreeeeeeeesl 7,578,960 || and was furiously called to order for it. But 
channels of communication were all open they 7.481.239 || 920,000,000 is scarcely a more gross exaggeration 
would be ample for all purposes of transportation. el || than ¢ ),000,000. This gentleman states that 
! will also remark, with the leave of the gentle- Exported from New York in the same period : || New York alone was here demanding $20,000,000 
man, that these New York and Pennsylvania rail- || Wheat and flour, bushels........... o cacooenees 37,947,572 || to be squandered upon this project. Now, he 
roads justify themselves for their large increase in | COM, bushels.........+--++-+++5 tet eeeeeeeees 11,902,509 || ought to know better. He ought to know that 


their price of freights by the large increase in the 


expense of running. 


r.S..C. FESSENDEN. And is it not also | 


@ fact that the Grand Trunk railroad is so per- 


i 
j 





49,250,081 


But the gentleman says the amount exported 


no measure had been before the House asking or 
demanding any such thing. And why was it ne- 
cessary to send such a document as that to the 


\| from New Orleans is not an indication of the com- || Ohio Legislature, or elsewhere, for them to resolve 
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upon it, and instruct their members of Congress 


that it was net worth while tospend fabulous sums 
of money on any enterprise like this ? 

But iis anid this measure is in no sense a mil- 
itary measure. We have brought here the etate- 
mentof the most ekillful and seientifie man inthe 
country —Ericsson—showing this one thing, that 
lie could coustruet a boat and take it throuch this 
canal, drawing six and a half feet of water; that 
when its armament was on board it would draw 
some nine feet of water; and that a boat drawing 
nine feet of water could safely be trusted to nav- 
igate the lokes. That, | repeat, was the opinion 
of one whom the world believes to be one of the 
most sucacimts men of the country. He has 
proved to the world the sagacity of lis improve- 
ment. Whathave we avainstthatopinion? Why, 
sir, the chairman of the Committee of Ways aud 
Means vets up and wants to know whether there 
is anybedy who supposes thata boat which could 
be got to go through the canal, drawing six feet 
of water, could navigate the lakes? Nobody sup- 


posed that it ever could. Look at the sagacity of | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Moor- 
HEAD.| Pig iron and coal ask Cormmodore Foote 
vhether, in his judgment, vessels only drawing 
wx feet of water can navigate the waters of 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, the most dangerous 
waters in the West? Nobody ever said thatthey 
could. Nobody ever pretended that the y could, 

Me. WADSWORTH. With the gentleman’s 
permission, lwitlask hunaquestion. Itisargued 
by the friewds of this bill thatthe crain of the West 
will be carried through these canals to New York. 
Vow, tifa vesse Idrawing only siX feet Water cannot 
sifely navigate the lakes, as younadmit, would you 
eave the grain behind m order to lehten a shipof 
eavier dranghtthrough the canals? 

Mr. OLIN. Nobody ever contemplated that 


he lakes, and thence to Buffalo. 
Mr. Speaker, | was endeavoring to illustrate 
his ridiculous objection to thig asa military pro- 


eet. Ethink that £ had fully replied vo it. The 


vessels for the canal are to draw six feet and «@ | 
half of water, and those for the lakes are to draw | 


nine feet of water. Vessels drawing nine feet of 
cater can navigate the lakes as well as any boat 
to the world, 

Reference has been made to this work asa mil- 
tary necessity. It was before urged that there 
vas great danger of conflict with Great Britain. 

‘The author of the report, at the beginning of tt, 
stated there was imminent danger of sertous com- 
plications with Great Britain. Atthe close of this 
report he says that it is not worth while to make 
any expenditure in reference toa question so re- 
mote and uncertain as a conflict with England. 
That is the beginning and end of that report. 

I wish to call the attention of the House for one 

moment whether we are really threatened with 


sollision with foreign Powers. When this meas- | 


ire was introduced had not the French Emperor | 


importuned Great Britain to intervene in Ameri- 


can affairs? Everybody knows that fact. Unless | 


eome success in a short time crowns our arms, 
does not every man in this House feel that the 
vations of Europe will essay to intervene in our 
nifuirs? There is no intelligent man in this House, 


| am sure, who does not feel this measure press- | 


ng with a thousand-fold more force upon us this 

day than ithas before for the past twelve months, 
We are in danger this hour of being imperiled 
with difficulties with European Powers more than 
we were twelve months ago. At the present mo- 
vent they have, unfortunately, too good a provo- 
cation to intermeddle in our affairs. Look what 
hes already taken place on this continent. What 
is the French Emperor now engaged in doing in 
Mexico? Does he mean to lessen his grasp there? 
We have the same policy that invites the coép- 
erauon of all of the nations of Europe. Does it 
mean nothing? 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





The SPEAKER. Debate has been closed on 
this bill. 

Messrs. RIDDLE and McKNIGHT asked 
and obtained leave to print some remarks on the 
bill, (Their remarks will be published in the 
Appendix.] 


‘The first question recurred on the amendment | 


of Mr. Wurre, of Indiana, to the amendment of 
Mr. Stevens, as follows: 
Provided, That the commissioners referred to in the first 


section shall net be appointed until a right of way sufficient | 


for said enlargement shall be granted w the United States 
free of charge. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 

y y 
ov the amendment. 

Mr. WELITE, of Indiana. I understand that 
the provision is already meluded in the bill. 1 
therefore withdraw my amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The question recurred on Mr. Stevens’samend- 
ment, as follows: 

Provided, ‘That before the United States proceed to make 
any expenditure under this act, the State of New York 
shall make a conveyance and grant of jurisdiction to the 
United States,in the same manner asi- provided torin the 
first section with regard to the State of Tilinois; afid ail 
the provisions relative to reimbursement of the sums ex 





February 9, 


use of the said canals as hereinbefore provided, the ‘Pyens 
urer of the United States shall execute and deliver to the 
said State of New York bonds of the United States iv sums 
of $1,000 each, bearing stv per cent interest, redeematie 
in not fess than twenty years, with semi-yearly interest 
coupons attached, for the sum of $3,500,000, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the State of 
Ilinois shath, within five years from the passage of this act 
so construct, alter, and enlarge her canals as to pass a yes. 


— 


| seltwo hundred feet in length and tweaty five feet in wid, 
’ 


| of six feet six inches draught, and eighteen feet in heig 


ut 
measuring from bottom of keel, from the Mississippi tee 
to Lake Michigan, and shall grant to the Government of 
the United States the right of passage through said canals 
of vessels of war, boats, guutouts, tansports, troops, sup- 
plies, or munitions of war tree of toll or charge, upon its 
being cerufied by the Secretary of the Navy to the secre. 
tary of the Treasury, atany time within the five years a‘ore- 


| said, that said canals are so constructed, altered, and ey. 


pended by the United States by the State of [Hlinois shall |! 


apply to New York, so as to require her to make similar 
resmbursement forsums expended on the New York canals. 
Mr. STEVENS demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 63, nays 64; as follows: 
YEAS —Messrs. Ancona, Babbitt, Baily, Biddle, Bing 
ham, Saauet 8. Blair, Blake, Calvert, Campbell, Clements, 
Cobb. Frederick A. Coniiing. Conway, Covode, Cravens, 
Crisfield, Crittenden, Catler, Dunn, Thomas A. D. Fessen- 
den, Grider, Hale, Uarding, Harrison, Hickman, Holman, 
Kelley, Killinger. Law, Lazear, Leary, MeKnigtt, Me 


| Phersou, Matiory, May, Mavnard. Menzies, Mitchell, 
there should be no transshipment from Lilinois to || 


Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Morris, Noble, Norton, Odell, 


} Patton, Pendleton, Porter, Shanks, Shelhabarger, William 


G. Steele, Stevens, Stration, Fraucis Thomas, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Vatlandigham, Wadsworth, Watiace, Chilton 
A. White, Wickliffe, Worcester, Wright. and Veaman—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Akirieh, Wiiliam J. Allen, Arnold, Ash 
ley, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Butiinion, 
Casey, Chamberlain, Clark, Coitax, Roscoe Coukling, 
Dawe-, Delano, Diven, Edwards, Eliot, Eiv, Fenton, sam 
uel C. Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Granger, 
Haight, Hooper, Julian, Wiliam Kellogg, Kerrigan, Knapp, 
Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Metudoe, Marston, Olin, Pike, 
Potter, Price, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rothus, 
James 3. Rollins, Sargent. Segar, Sherman, Sloan, Smith, 
Spauiding, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, 
Waiker, Wall, Walton, Ward, Washburne, Wheeler, Al- 
bert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Woodrufl—64. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
During the vote, 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, stated that Mr. 


BurNHAM was paired with Mr. Brown, of Vir- | 


ginia, on this bill. 

Mr. TROWBRIDGE stated that he would 
have voted against the bill, but that he had paired 
with Mr. Corning. Subsequently he stated that 
he learned that Mr. Cornine could not possibly 
be present, and therefore he could not pair with 
him. 

Mr. ROBINSON stated that he had paired with 
Mr. Jounson, who would not leave the Hall until 
he had obtained a pair. 


Mr. ANCONA stated that Mr. Strires was 


| paired with Mr. Fouke; and that Mr. Srizes 


would have voted for the amendment. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, not being with- 


| in the bar when his name was called, asked leave 


| to vote, 
| The vote was thenannounced as above recorded. 


Objection was made, 


The question then recurred on Mr. Diven’s 
substitute. 


Mr. DIVEN. Iask the attention of the House 


| to my amendment as it is read. 


Now, I have no great interest in this measure, | 


Let me say that my State has no great interest in 
this measure. With her present position, under 
the Providence of God, and her present advant- 


commerce between the West and the East, and | 


can, at her own pleasure, lay tribute, as she has 
done, upon yeur products. | plead here not for 
New York, but for the whole country. have no 
other desire then this. 


{Here the hammer fell.] 


i 
i 
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The Clerk read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert: 

That if the State of New York shall, within three years 
from the passage of this act, so construct, alter, and en- 
large her canals as to pass a vessel two hundred feet in 
length and twenty-five fect in width, of six feet six inches 
draught, and eighteen feet in height, measuring from bet- 
tom of keel, from the Hudson river to Lake Erie and Lake 
Ontario, and shall grant to the Government of the United 
States the right of passage through said canals of vessels 


| of war, boats, gunboats, transports, troops, supplies, or mu 
ages, she stands midway across the cnannel of || 


nitions of war (ree of toll or charge, upon its being certified 


| by the Seeretary of the Navy to the Seeretary of the ‘Treas- 


ury, al any time within the three years aforesaid, that said 


| canals are =o constructed, altered, and enlarged, and that 


| vessels of the foregoing dimensions have passed or ean | 


| Pass through the same, and upon the execution of a grant 


from the State of New York 10 the Goverument of the Uni 
ted States, approved by the President, authorizing, upon 
the requisition of the Secretary of War or of the Navy, the 





j 


' 





larged, and that vessels of the foregoing dimensions have 
passed or can pass through the same, aud upon the execy- 
tion of a grant from the State of [inois to the Government 
ofthe United States, approved by the President, authorizing, 
upon the requisition of the Seeretary of War or of the Navy, 
the use of the said eanals, as hereinbefore provided, the 
Treasurer of the United States shall exeeute and deliver to 
the said State of Hlinois bonds of the United States in sums 
of $1,000 each, bearing six per cent. interest, redeemable 
in not less than twenty years, with semi-yearly interest 
coupons attached, for the sum of $13,347,000. 


Mr. NOBLE. $1 move to reconsider the vote 
by which Mr. Stevens’s amendment was rejected, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Hiinois. | move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment was re- 
jected ;and also move that the motion to reconsider 
be laid anon the table, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Withdraw that motion, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Iilimois. 1 withdraw the 
motion, 


Mr. BLAKE. My colleague has wot with- 


|| drawn tt. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s colleague 
had not the right to make the motion to recon- 
sider, 

Mr. HOLMAN. [call for the yeas and nays 
upon the substitute of the gentleman from New 


York. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 71, neys 57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Babbitt. Buiily, Biddle, Bing- 
ham, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 3. Blair, Blake, Calvert, 
Campbell, Chamberlain, Clements, Cobb, Frederick A. 
Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Covede, Cravens, Crisfield, 
Crittenden, Cutler, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton. Fenton, 
Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Franchot, Grider, Hate, Hail, 
Harding, Harrisou, Hickman, Holman, Kelley, Kerrigan, 
Killinger, Law, Lazear, Leary, MeKuight, MePherson, 


| Mav, Maynard, Meuzies, Moor ad, Justin 8. Morrill, 


Morris, Nobie, Novton, Odell, Patton, Porter, Shank-, shel 
labarger, Spaulding. William G Steele, Stevens, Stratton, 
Benjamin F. ‘Thomas, Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trow- 
bridge, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Wall, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Worcester, and 
Wright—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Arnold, 
Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Buffinton, Casey, Clark, Colax, 
Conway, Dawes, Delano, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Samuel C. 
Fessenden. Prank Gooch, Granger, Haight, Hooper, Julian, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Ketloge. Knapp. Lansing, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, MeIndoe, Marston, Mitchell, Noell, Olin, 
P.ke. Potter, Price, Joon H. Rice, Riddie, Edward Hi. Rol- 
lins, James 8. Rollins, Sargent, Segar, Sheffield, Sherman, 
Sloan, Smith, Van Horn,Walker, Wallace, Walton, Ward, 
Washburne, Albert 8.White, Windom, and Woodruff—3S7. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, stated that upon all 
votes on this bill he was paired with Mr. Vipsarp, 
who would have voted for the bill, while he [Mr. 
ee have voted against it. 

Mr. DIVEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the substitute was adopted, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. [call the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, 

Mr. STEVENS. | move to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsyl!vania to allow a direct vote upon the 
bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 withdraw my motion. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I call for the 
yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and Nays were ordered, : 

The question was taken; aad it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 61, nays 71; as follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Allen, Arnold, Ash- 
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1863. 


a Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Baffinton, Casey, Clark, Col- | 
f a3, Roscoe Coukling, Conway, Dawes, Delano. Diven, Rd- || 


wards, Eliot, Ely, Samuel C. Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, 
Gooch, Granger, Haight, Hooper, Julian, Francis W. Kel- 
Lowe. William Kellogg, Knapp, ei ee 
Meiudoe, Marston, Noell, Olin, Potter, Johu H. Rice, Rid 
james 3. Rollins, Sargent, Segar, Sheffield, Sherman, 
Sioa, Smith. Spaulding, Van Worn, Van Valkeuburgh, 
Van Wyek, Walker, Wall, Wallace, Watton, Ward, 
Wa-hburne, Whaley, Windom, and Woodruff—60. 

NS AYsS—Messrs. Ancona, Babbitt, Baily, Biddle, Bing- 
ham, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 5. Blair, Blake, Calvert, 
Campbell, Chamberlain, Clements, Cobb, Frederick A. 
Conkling, Covede, Cravens, Crisfield, Crittenden, Cut er, 
pune, Edgerton, Fenton, Thomas A. D. Fessenden, Gri 
der, Hale, Hall, Harding, Harrison, Hickman, Holman, | 
Kelley, Kerrigan, Killinger, Law, Lazear, Leary, Me- 
Kuight, MePherson, Mallory, May, Maynard, Menzies, | 
Mitchell, Moorhead, Justin 8S. Morrill, Morris, Noble, Nor- 
ton, Odell, Patton, Pendieron, Pike, Porter, Shanks, Shel- 
iabarger, Shicl, William G. Steele, Stevens, Stration, Ben- | 
jam un F. Thoms, Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, 
Vallandigham, Wad-worth, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Wickliffe, Wilson, Worcester, Wright, and Yeaman—72. 


So the bill was not passed. 
During the call of the roll, 


Mr. ALLEY stated that he was paired off with || 


Mr. Verree, Who would have voted against the 


bill, while he [Mr, Attey] would have voted |; 


for it. 
Mr. COX stated that he had paired off with | 
Mr. DeLapLarNne; and that he was opposed to the | 
bill in all its stages, 
Mr. HUTCHINS stated that he had paired off | 
with Mr. Low, otherwise he would have voted | 
against the bill. 
Mr. GOODWIN stated that he had paired off | 
with Mr. Perry. | 
Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was rejected; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. | 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Che question was taken; and it was decided in 
tle affirmative—yeas 68, nays 51; as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Ashley, Babbitt, Baily, Biddle, 


= 


tingham, Samuel 8S. Blair, Blake, Calvert, Campbell, 
tYements, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Covode, Uravens, | 
Crisfield, Crittenden, Cutler, Dunn, Edgerton, Fenton, 
limmas A. D. Fessenden, Fisher, Grider, Hale, Hall, 
Harding, Harrison, Hickman, Holman, Keliey, Kerrigan, 


TH 
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The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was put; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 


The Clerk read the report of the committee of 


| conference, as follows: + 


The cominittee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


|| of the two Houses on the amendments of the bill (H. R. 


No. 617) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, having 
met, after full and free conference, have agreed to recom- 
mend, aud do recommend, to their respective Houses, as 
follows: 

That the Senate agree to the amendment of the Tlouse 
to the Senate’s first amendment. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
second and fourth amendments of the Senate, and agree to 
the same. 

That the Senate recede from their third amendment. 

That the Senate recede from their filth amendment, and 
agree to the foliowing proviso to the subject-matter of said 
amendment, in which the Llouse concurs: * Provided, Ifthe 


| said guns and ammunition, or any part thereof,are on hand 


Killinger, Law, Lazear, Leary, McKnight, McPherson, |; 


Yallory, Maynard. Menzies, Mitehell, Moorhead, Justin 
‘«. Morrill, Morris, Norton, Odell, Patton, Pendleton, Pike, 
Vorter, Shanks, Shellabarger, Shiel, William G. Steele, | 
Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Trimble, Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Chilton 
4. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Worcester, and Wright—68. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, William J. Ailen, Arnold, Ba- | 
ker, Baxter, Beaman, Buffinton, Casey, Colfax, Roseoe 
Conkling, Dawes, Delano, Diven, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 


Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, |! on the table. 
Loomis, Lovejoy, MeIndoe, Marston, Noell, Olin, Potter, || 


John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H, Rollins, James 3. Rol- 
ins, Sargent, Segar, Sherman, Sloan, Smith, Spaulding, | 
Van Valkenburgh, Walker, Walton, Ward, Washburne, 
Albert 8. White, Windom, and Woodrufi—3!. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicoay, his Private Secretary, in- | 


and not in actual use, they shall be forwarded in compli 
ance with said treaty, aud shall be considered a part of the 


guns and ammunition provided for by this apprepriation.” | 


WP. FESSENDEN, 
JOUN SHERMAN, 
H. WILSON. 

Manazers on the part of the Senate. 
JUSTIN 8. MORRILL, 
JOHN L.N. STRATTON, 
CHAS. J. BIDDLE, 


Managers on the part of the House. | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I call for the 
previous question on agreeing to the report. 

The previons question was seconded, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to lay the re- 
port on the table. 

The question was put; and there was 1 vote in 
the affirmative and 6] in the negative—no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. ALLEY, and 
Morar of Vermont, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
none in the affirmative, and ninety-eight in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to lay the report on the 
table. 

The main question was then orgered to be put. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 


| 13, noes 78. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
The report of the committee of conference was 
then agreed to. e 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the report was adopted; 
samuel ©. Fessenden, Pranchot, Frank, Granger, Haight, |! 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES. [now desire to call up the ques- 
tion of privilege. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


I asic the gentleman to yield 


| to me. 


formed the House that the President had approved |) 


and signed an act (H. R. No. 265) to authorize 
the Court of Claims of the United States to hear 
and determine the claim of the heirs of Stephen 
Johnston, deceased; and an act (H.R. No. 658) 
to promote the efficiency of the commissary de- 
partment. | 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
ieged 

Mr. DAWES. 
lege. 
cases, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I trust the gen- 
‘leman from Massachusetts will yield to me to 
make a report from the committee of conference | 
on the deficteney bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont is entitled to the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I send the re- 
pert to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. As the Northwest has 
been slaughtered, | move that the House adjourn 
to attend its funeral; and on that motion I demand 
aoe and nays. 

r. KELLOGG, of Illinois, called for tellers 
on the yeas and nays. 

Teltervs were not ordered. 


l rise to a priv- | 


I rise to a question of privi- 
I desire to call up the Louisiana election 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to the gentle- 


| man from Massachusetts yielding, unless he yields 


entirely, 
Mr. STEVENS. I want to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 


finish the naval appropriation bill which we had 


| up the other day. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. If object to his yielding. 
Mr. DAWES. If my friend from Illinois will 
take a word kindly from one who is not in the 
habit of ** lecturing the House,’’ | would say to 
him that something is due to his friends in this 


| matter. 


aestion. i} 


The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order at this | 


time. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts 
yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 
Mr. DAWES. I will yield if l can ascertain 


how much time the bill which the gentleman pro- 
> 


|| poses to take up will occupy. 


Mr. STEVENS. Not very long. Weare nearly 
through the bill. 


Mr. DAWES. Perhaps I can make an arrange- | 


ment with the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It is now three o’clock, and 
I presume his bill would take up the rest of the 


ee 
r. STEVENS. Rather than give any trouble 
to my friend from Illinois, [Mr. Wasusurye,] | 
will withdraw my request. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 


found truly enrolled bills of the followmg tides, 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H.R. No. 265) to authorize the Court 
of Claims of the United States to hear and de- 
termine the claim of the heirs of Stephen John- 
ston, deceased. 


Anact (H.R. No. 658) to promote the efficien- 


cy of the commissary department. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. ALDRICH asked unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolation: 


Resolved, ~That hereafter the hour of meeting of this 
House shall be at eleven o’elock each day. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I object. 
MARGARET L. STEVENS 


| Mr. ELY, fromthe Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported back a bill for the relief of Mar- 
| garet L. Stevens; which was recommutted to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and, with the 
}| accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
| 
WAGON ROAD IN NEW YORK. 
| Mr. VAN WYCK asked unanimous consent 
|| to introduce a bill to build and construct a wagon 
|| road from West Point, in the county of Orange, 
|, State of New York, to Cornwall Landing, in said 
\| State. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 
LOUISLANA CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION. 


Mr. DAWES. 
election case. 

Mr. FENTON. 
to mi 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman will excuse me. 
I see pretty plainly that business is multiplying ea 
my hands, and I cannot take care of it all, 

The resolutions reported from the Committee 
of Elections were read, as follows: 


} 


I now call up the Louisiana 


I ask the gentleman to yield 


Resolved, That Benjamin IF. Flanders is entitled toa seat 
in this House as a Representative from the first congres 
sional district in Louisiana, 

Resolved, That Michael Hahn is entitied to a seat in this 
House as a Representative from the second district in Lou 
isiana, 

Mr. DAWES. Fask the attention of the House, 

| fora few moments, to a statement of what the 
committee has submitted in detail in a repert in 
supportof these resolutions. | believe the House 
is aware, without any suggestion from me, that 
more than ordinary importance 1s attached to the 
consideration of this subject. [tis not simply 
| whether these two gentlemen shall be permitted 
|| to oceupy seats in the House for the remainder of 
|| the session now so near its close, The question 
|| whether they shall be admitted involves the prin- 
\| ciples touching the present state of the country, to 
| which the Committee of Elections has had ocea- 
| sion, more than once to call the attention of the 
\| House. 
| Certain principles were adopted by this com- 
|| mittee early in this Congress in other cases, in- 
volving to a great extent the same questions that 
| are involved in this case. They were submitted 
|| to the House in reports and in remarks more fully 
|| explaining them, and they have been adopted by 
| the House hitherto without any exception, I 
|| believe. In conformity with those pr@iciples the 
| committee has felt bound to report these resolu- 
|| tions to the House, and the question now comes 
up whether avy reason exists, either in the in- 
trinsic unsoundness of the positions thus assumed 
or inany change in the condition of public affairs, 
that requires of the House any departure from 
those rules and principles. It is because it has 
appeared to the committee that an adherence to 
these principles is vitally important in settling the 
question how there is to be a restoration of this 
Union when this war shall be drawn to a close, 
that the committee has adhered with an earnest- 
ness to those principles, and now desires that the 
House will fully consider and deliberate before it 
comes to the conclusion to depart from them. 
| The facts of this case are briefly these: The 
| elections in these two districts of Louisiana are 
| embraced in the one report, because the same 
|| facts and the same principles apply to both. There 
|| is no reason for making any distinction between 
|| the two cases. The districts are composed each 
|| of about half of the city of New Orleans and of 
| a portion of the surrounding counties, or parishes, 
|| as they are called there. The city of New Orleans, 
|| as is well known, was, up to May lust, in the oc- 
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cupation of re bel forces, and was ina state almost 


of revolution, certainly of rebellion. When the 
army of the Union took possession of New Or- 
and expelled the rebel usurpation, it drove 
out, as early as May last, from those entire dis- 
t , the rebel power. They left whatever of 
Union sentiment there was there the opportunity 
to develop itself, and left a leve for the Union, if 
xisted there, to grow and to strengthen its 

hold upon the people. 
Ou an invitation to the people to renew their 
allegiance to the Government of the United States 


leans 


u) the course of last summer, more than sixty 
thousand of the citizens enrolled themselves and | 


took the oath of allegiance, 


In order to preserve | 


peace, and to enforce good order and such laws | 


and regulations of society as were absolutely ne- 
cessary while the State authority was held in abey- 
ance, the President clothed one of his brigadier 


generals with the authority of military governor || 
of the whole State of Louisiana early in the sum- || 
mer. rom that ime to this he has been discharg- | 
ing all the functions which would ordinarily be 


d iarged by the Governor of the State of Louis- | 


jana under the same circumstances. He hasissued | 


writs. 


He has appointed such officers of the | 


law as the real Governor of the State would ap- | 


pot. 


He has enforced order in like manner as | 


the Governor of the State would enforce it. He 

has regulated the municipal affairs of the State 
fier the manner and in the form required by the 

constitution and laws of Louisiana. Governing | 


himself by the requirements of that instrument | 


and of those laws, he has gone on, to all intents 
and purposes, as the Governor of Louisiana. 


There was no evidence before the committee, and 
the committee believes that none exists, that any 
Union man in Louisiana resists in any manner 
this exercise by the military governor of the civil 
functions of the Governor of Louisiana. 

Che constitution of Louisiana requires that 
when any vacancy shall occur in the office of 
Representative in Congress, from death or other- 
wise, the Governor shall by proclamation call a 
special election, In obedience with that require- 
ment of the constitution of Louisiana, and on the 


earnest solicitation of large numbers of voters in 
those two congressional districts, the military gov- 
ernor called an election by proclamation in those 


‘two congressional districts, to be held on the 3d 


of December last. The result of that election 
was: inthe first district, a vote of 2,643; of which 


Mr. Flanders received 2,370, and all others 273. 
In the election in the second district, Mr. Hahn 
received 2,799 votes, and all others 2,318, a total | 
of 5,117. 

i: ison the strength of these elections that these 
gentlemen present themselves and ask for seats 
in this House. The requirements of the law of | 


Louisiana were all observed with the exception 
of the matter of the military governor. The ap- 
pointment of commissioners of election, the man- 
ner of polling the vote, the precincts at whichghe 
votes were polled, the police regulations ensuring 
peace and good order at the pues the means 
of preventing illegal voting and fraud, all of the 
details, down to the minutest municipal regula- 
tions, were observed at the polls on that day. 
Previoug to the election, from the time the 
proclamation was issued, there was all the ordi- 





nary canvass attendant on election for members | 


of Congress, Political meetings were held in the 
city hall and at different parts of the city of New 
Orleans, and in the parishes, The merits of the 
candidates were discussed openly and with the 
same earnestness, zeal, and bitterness, if that 
were necessary, that attend congressional elec- 
tions under the most favorable circumstances. 
Men presented themselves as candidates. Their 
merits were canvassed. Some candidates with- 
drew themselves, and others were withdrawn by 
their friends. 

All had an opportunity to be voted for and to 
vote, whe had not rendered themselves ineligible 
according to the act of Congress passed at last ses- 
There was no interference of the military. 
There was no voting of soldiers. There was an 
entire absence 6f soldiers from the polls. There 
was the ordinary complaint that men in official 
position in the municipality urged men to vote 
particular tickets; and men who were unsuccess- 
ful at the polls felt that undue influence was ex- 
erted in certain quarters in behalf of certain. can- 
didates; but not reaching to the military. There 


Sion. 
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were precisely those evidences that always at- 


ber of Congress. 
The vote was a large one. 


| where at the previous election only 5,000 votes 
had been polled, there were 2,643.votes polled. In | 
| the second district, where the votesatthe previous || 
| election had been about 10,000, there were over 
| §,000 votes polled. 


| tion. 








Mr. HARRISON, I wish to inquire of my 
friend from Massachusetts whether there was any 
testimony before the Committee of Elections upon 
the question as to whether there was any inter- 
ference by the military authorities to prevent a 
free and untrammeled choice by the electors voting 
at the election in question? 

Mr. DAWES. There was the testimony of 
one unsuccessful candidate in one of the districts; 
and there was also the volunteer testimony of sev- 


eral gentlemen who were here in the city from | 
The unsuccessful candidate who | 
came before the committee complained, as 1 have | 


New Orleans. 


just stated, that he thought the street commis- 
sioner exercised in the first district an undue in- 
fluence upon the voters, especially those in his em- 
ploy in cleaning the streets; but neither he, nor 
any other person who was called before the com- 
mittee, claimed that there was the least inter- 
ference of the military in the matter of the elec- 
I think the Committee of Elections were 
particularly attentive to that point. Ido notthink 
any member of the committee would, for a mo- 
ment, give countenance to an election in which 
they had evidence of the presence of a military 
power. I, certainly, speaking for myself, would 
say that no reason would be stronger with me 
than the evidence that the military had directly or 
indirectly been present at the polls in any shape 


| whatever, for nothing seems to be so fatal to the 
| freedom of elections as the presence of a military 


power. 
| know it got abroad that the general command- 


| ing in one instance interfered with a gentleman 


who had offered himself as a candidate for this 
place in one of those districts—in the second dis- 
trict, in which Mr. Hahn was elected. But it ap- 
pears upon an examination of the facts that the 
gentlemai. alluded to had been a member of the con- 
vention in Louisiana which passed a secession or- 
dinance, and had signed that ordinance, had goneto 
his home in Louisiana, and up to a certain time had 
taken a position with the enemies of the Govern- 
ment. Afterwards he joined the Union party and 
put himself up as a candidate for Congress. He 
was asked if he could take the oath required after 
the passage of the law which we passed last sum- 
mer. Avnd it is fair to say that the major general 
advised him not to run; that it was desirable that 
whoever came here to present credentials as a Rep- 
resentative should bring the strongest show of the 
largest number of voters, both for the effect it 
might have upon the Union cause there and upon 
the Union cause all over the country. The evi- 
dence to the committee was satisfactory that this 
gentleman saw the importance of that suggestion 
and voluntarily withdrew from the canvass. And 
he supported the gentleman who was elected. 

Let me say further that the gentleman who was 
elected was—I will not exactly say unfriendly— 
but was not the candidate of those who supported 
the major general then commanding—a perfectly 
conclusive fact upon the question whether he or 
those in military command interfered at all in the 
election. lf they had, of course they would not 
have permitted a gentleman to have been elected 
very largely over the candidate who was put in 
nomination by the special friends of the major 
general commanding. So that I think it may be 
said to be conclusively shown that the militar 
interfered in no respect and in no particular wah 
thiselection. The committee, as is stated in their 
report, found no difficulty whatever in coming to 
the conclusion that these gentlemen wereentitled to 
be ad mitted to seats upon this floor, except the fact 
that the election was called by a military governor. 
These gentlemen, both of them, received a larger 
poll than any other who has been admitted into 
the House om any of the seceded States, by 
virtue of any election held after the inauguration 
of the rebellion. 

I was stating when interrupted that it was a 
large vote. It was justabout fifty per cent. of the 
regular vote in ordinary Umes of peace and quiet 
before the rebellion. Theve had been enlisted into 


In the first district | 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| nine or ten thousand men in both armies; an 





| resentation in this House from that cause. 


February 9, 


————. 





|) the Army of the Union about two thousand men 
tend a thorough and genuine election for a mem- | 


in those two districts; and two full regiments of 
Louisiana volunteers had also been elisted, mak- 
ing about four thousand Union soldiers. The 
number who had gone into the armies of the re. 
bellion from these districts was variously estj. 
mated at from five to ten thousand. Taking a 


low estimate there must have been as any ag 


ine © es- 
timating the usual number of voters among these, 


and the usual vote cast at preceding elections 
would be just about made up. So that this had 
every essential of & regular election in a time of 
most profound peace, with the exception of the 
fact that the proclamation was issued by the mil- 
- instead of the civil governor of Louisiana, 

he question then came up before the committee 
whether these two districts should be denied a rep. 
And 
the committee were led to inquire what were the 
powers of a military governor, and how far the 
civil functions which he exercises are to be held 
valid, or at keast be recognized by this House. 
The committee sought, as the House well knows, 
to obtain from the Dicctdent what sort of a com- 
mission be clothed this military governor with— 
without success however. The office of military 
governor is not very clearly defined. I suppose 
it has its origin in necessity. There is an abso- 
lute necessity for some person under the circum- 
stances in which we found ourselves in New 
Orleans, to discharge precisely the functions dis- 
charged by this governor. He must of couse take 
his authority not from the constitution of Louis- 
iana or the laws of the State, for neither the con- 
stitution of Louisiana nor the laws of that State 
contemplated such an exigency as was upon the 
people there; nor have the laws of the United 
States. They have never contemplated that the 
Governor of Louisiana should turn traitor and 
abdicate the office of Governor under the constitu- 
tion and laws of the State. 

What, then, of the acts of this military gov- 
ernor are to be recognized? That he has dis- 
charged every day there civil as well as military 
functions cannot be denied. A military governor 
is not entirely unknown to the law, even in this 
country. The Supreme Court of the United States 
has recognized not only the power of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to appoint a military 
governor, but has recognized both his military 
and civil functions as binding in law. They have 
not undertaken, it is true, to say how far, as a 
military man, he may discharge the functions of 
the civil governor. So far as they have had oc- 
casion to pass, they have limited them as nearas 
may be to the line of necessity. They have, how- 
ever, given full force and effect to the acts of a mil- 
itary governor, when acting in a civil capacity. 
When a military governor was appointed for the 
Territory of California before it was admitted as 
a State into the Union, he was obliged, from that 
same necessity constantly to discharge civil func- 
tions, and civil functions of a variety of charac- 
ter, for which we have no authority except that 
of necessity. These have come under the cog- 
nizance of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and they have pronounced them valid even to the 
extent of imposing duties and collecting revenue 
by a collector of a port appointed by the mili- 
tary governor, and ‘eke continued in the discharge 
of his functions, imposing duties and collecting 
revenue, even after that port had been embraced 
within a collection district, and a collector had 
been papnenee in accordance with the require- 
ments of the statute. So that, to some extent, 
certainly we have the highest authority for the 
validity of the civil functions of a military govern- 
ment. 

The question comes, what is the limit; or, 
rather, the practical question is at this moment, 
whether these particular functions, exercised un- 
der these circumstances, are of such a character 
as to deserve to be recognized by this House at 
this time? Those who believe that he cannot 
exercise civil functions of course strike at all of 
his acts, and upturn all that he has done during 
the exercise of his power in New Orleans. They 
pronounce invalid all of his acts, even to the judg- 
ments of the courts and the executions of those 
judgments, the enforcing of police regulations and 
the collection of debts; in other words, they rev- 
olutionize anew and break up the order of things 
established there, and create anew chaos, I sup- 
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